Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



• ^ 




OBSEEVATIONS 



DISEASE OF THE HIP-JOINT. 



' ■ I ■ 



> f 



■ • 



'ii; 



. 1 



'. ) -t . ( 



» ' t 



OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE 

I>ifi;ed0e of t\^t ^ip 3loint : 

TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 

SOME REMARKS 

OM 

WHITE SWELLINGS OF TEIE KNEE, THE CARIES 
OF THE JOINT OF THE WRIST, 

AND 

OTHER SIMILAR COMPLAINTS: 

The whole illustrated by 

CASES AND ENGRAVING^, 

TAKEN FROM THE DISEASED PARTS* 



By the late EDWARD FORD, Esq. F.R.S. 



THE SECOND EDITION, 

KEYXSBO CAREFULLY, AND PUBLISHED, WITH SOME ADDITIONAL 

NOTES, 

By THOMAS COPELAND, 

FELLOW OF TUB COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, AND ASSISTANT SURGEON 
TO TUB WESTMINSTER GENERAL DISPENSARY. 

Hamm iogens dolor efle confuevit : ifque hominem faepe debilitate et quofdaoi 
non dimittit, id genus difficillime curatur. 

Celsus, de Coxa&vm Moabis, 



Honooti: 

I'RINTBD FOR J. CALLOW, MEDICAX' BOOKSBLLBR, CROWN COURT, 

PRINCES STREETySOUO» 

TsiJT 






• »! 



« '. . 



»/ 



»l !■* 
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EDITORS PREFACE, 



For fpoeral years pq/i, the Author 
had it in contemplation to puhli/h am-' 
ther, and more enlarged edition of 
this Work ; hut conftant avocation in 
praBicCi or interruptions of ill healthy 
prevented its accomplijhment, 

When^ during the laji fummer^ he 
retired from the exercife of his pro- 
fefjion^ he purpofed, as the emphynient 
of his leifure^ to add to his work 
whatever new ideas or modes ofprac' 
tice his further experience and ohfer- 
vation had prefented to him<tfince the 
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publication of the former edition: but 
foon after his retirement^ a fudden 
period was put to his intention and 
his life, 

I am well aware how much more 
valuable this edition would have been 
from the Author i than from his Nephew. 
Havingbeen^however^for many y ears ^ 
familiar with Ms pra&ice^ and fre- 
quently converjing with him^on this and 
other profejffionalfubjeSs^ I necejfarily 
became acquainted with the refult of 
his further remarks on the fever al 
phcenomena and treatment of tliofe 
difeafes which are thefubjeBi of his 
book. I have therefore fubjoined^ in 
notes ^ whatever has been "judged ex- 
planatoty or ufeful. 

Golden Square^ 
May, 1810. 
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Diseases of joints, have been 

known, in all ages, to be of the moft 

. ■ ' ' '. ■ 

calamitoos tendency; but it is to be 
lamented, that very little progrefs 
has been made in the methods of 

■ . ■ . 

relieving them. I can by no means 

. -» 

flatter myfelf with the idea, of hav- 
ing thrown any very coniiderable 
light on the fubjed: ; and am fenfible 
tliat this part of furgery is ftill capable 

• ; 

of great improvement; but, at.lhe 
fame time, it may be allowable for 
an individual, without the imputa- 
tion of vanity, to pubhfh the rC" 
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fult of his experience, although he 
fhould not fully explain the nature 
of the difeafe, or lay down a certain 
plan of cute. 

Thefe difeafes are of fuch impor- 
tance, that they cannot too fre- 
quently be brought before the eyes 
of the public ; nor can the attention 
of the faculty be too ftrongly im- 
prefled with the necemty of reflecting 
on them throughout all their ftages. 
It is a fortunate confideration, that 
they are not incurable, although, it 
muft be acknowledged it happens 
too frequently, that, they are not 
cured. The reafons for this failure 
fhould be thoroughly underilood. 
Is it owing to the deflru<5live nature 
of the malady, and the infufEciency 
of every known remedy? May it 



IX 

fiot often be occalfioned. by the 
patient himfelf, fk>m neglei^g 
to ^pply* in the £rft infiance for 
proper aflSftance? Or,; is there a; 
want .of difcrimination in this dif- 
eaie, at its mdft important period? 
Whatever .the .caufe or caufes may be* 
it is proper that they fhould be 
known. '■ '. 

As far as my experience goes« 
the ill fuccefs attending the treat- 
ment of thefe eafes, has been more 
owing, to a wfant of diAinguiihing 
properly the nature of the com*- 
plaint in it's early period, or to the 
negledl and indifiference of the pa« 
tients themfelves^ than to the in* 
curable nature of the malady* or to 
a de;fe6): of power in the healing 
art. 
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! : The rhorbiiSr:' afiiatdriiy Of joint* 
does not feem to be j^b^erally known" 
or ^nderftood. ' i am inclined to be^' 
lievie, that a'dife^fe ofMihe bone 
itfelf, or its invefting cactilage is air 
ihoft in tvhry cafe the real caiafe' 
of what is ufually termed a white 
J&velling of a joint. If this be true, 
it may be afked, whether in cafes 
of this natm'e, a pra(5Hce more de- 
cifive than what is ufually adopted,; 
ifeould not be ufed in the- firft in- 
ftance" of its attack ? la- it not abfurd 
to wait for furgical affinance till the 
Ctoiitiguous parts partake of the 
ftf«mous difpofition, till all tra-' 
cesi of the original difeafe are loft 
in that mafs^ of matter, which fur- 
rounds the joint, when bone, liga- 
ment and <;artilage are confounded 
together in one general deftru6):ion ? 
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The if^ kiioTn^^edge of, s^ dUeafe 

caimbt add '■ to its danger- , If the 
bone be primarily, afFe<fted, it ihould 
be well underftpod, that; it is, fo;; 
the hazard is to be met at its ^r&, 
approach, when it ,18^^ mofl likely 
to be Xubdued, and at (this time, 
the . refoui:ces of furgery arp . fuffi- 
cieiit to afford mean^ of relief for 
a carious difpofition of bone in any 
part of the body. 

Too frequently however, the dif* 
eafed joint comes under, the in^c-. 
lion of the furgeon, at fo late a pe- 
riod, that it is impoifible to hold, 
out apy other language than that 
of its entire removal. Hard in- 
deed, at this moment, is the lot of 
fufgery, and its profeflbrs I They 
Jinow little of human nature who 
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do not feel, that to the furgeoiv, it 
is an irkfome and painful fubmiiiioti' 
to his doty, to propofe fuch an ope* 
ration. He often bears the di%race 
of the whole previous management 
of the cafe, ahhough called in at a 
time, when it is impoflible to do any 
thing more, than to exert the final 
effort of his fkill. Rarely has the 
fbrgeon an opportunity of patiently 
warding off, or preventing, the ilru- 
ihous affeAion of a joint, he being 
fo feldom applied to, till the advan- 
ced flate of the difeafe imperioufly 
requires his ultimate attempts to 
prcferve life. 

1 he caries of the hip joint, which 
is the principal obje<ft of the prefent 
Treatife, differs from the caries of 
other joints, in no refpe<5l, but what 
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arifes from its local fituation. It is 
this drcumftance wliich prevents It 
^m being fubje^ked to any ittipbiv 
tant fiir^cal operation, and the pro- 
grefs of ^ the difeafe being thereby 
aj0fe6ted, more by the uniform prcf* 
ceedings of nature, than by thfe 
uiicertain aj^Ilcations of art, an op*- 
p6i:tttnky prcfents itfelf, of makih;^ 
wi extenfivef ' bbfervation on the 
powers- of' hature to^vards rdieving 

* , ■ 

tt-'Citridus joint,^<^-^t)d gaining much 
inforffiationyr &pp^kmb\e to the treats 
itt^nti^fdiieafed joints, iii othqr partft 
of'thfe body. It- is evident that the 
Ih^msdus IndiJ^fition df the hip 
joint,' Is US' fonmdable, and dangerous 
an evil as can occur to any other 
jdiiit, yet from its firft attack to its 
termihatiditi, it affords jufter grounds 
for hope, than for defoair. 
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If, in the ooiirfe of this, trcajife. I 
jmay feeoj to have eftinjated top 
highly, .oij toi have rappeakjd top x)f- 
ten tO; the, .works of the^ntients, I 

1 

ihall he , ^xciifed by. ,thofe, wha .are 

r 

>irell ^ ^cqu^inted . with . thje dife^^ ; : pf 
the hip joint : the,phvious di^^ulty 
of trpatiflg it obliges , the pr^fiiitioner 
toijbek.ibr informatiqp; and in^he 
judgement of men yerfed ii;i, .prac-^ 
tice, he will not be accused, of pc- 
dantry.,Of afFe<5tat^n^, iwho .in.,^3iffi« 
cult cafes, ihall adop^ the fentiments 
of D^ ,H^en, confqlt^ Hippoprat^% 
and, having :Conful|ed hinv p^ft^? 
his opinion, unlefs», jj; il^ bee;>rtCoi> 
redted and . ipaproy^ %: ^ibfe^iUient 
obfervations. . . 

I wifli not to oyervalue the wri- 
tings of the antients,- but who is 
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there, that has carefully petufed iht 
works of Mr. Pott, and has not feenr 
the happy efFe6ls produced bj > a 
clofe ftudy of the clafiic : author^ ; of 
furgery, combined with an unremit- 
ted cliiiical kttentibnrito'diiealfesf' and 
tbeir fympibms ? i r- / 

iiTo thid:[ijibjedt, 'on which much 
ipight be iittdi,': the wotBs.fgf a moft 
'iefpe<ftabIe';fwgeQrii am- W^l adapt- 
ed*s " HighJyr as .^Ilrpi5a<^c4 know- 
" ledge ought to be valued^ it* Wufl be 

** confefled, that a man may learn a 
" great deal by a juft comparifbn of 
" his own, with the obfervations of 
" others, who have been placed in fi- 
** inilar circumftances with himfelf, 
** who may perhaps have been endued 

» See the Preface to Mr. Howard's Obfei;- 
Tatiens on tbe Venereal Difeafe. 
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** with greatar abilities, fuperiour in-j 
♦* duftiy, and have had much- greater 
«f opportunities of infornaation* Ndc 
•♦ fhould any man carry his predilee«> 
*\ tioa for his own. notibns {o far, a^ 
^ to imagine that the. fmall xphttsuSted 
** fpan of his life, how aiStivdy foevdr 
** it may Iiavc been cAployed, <jan 
Mxoutweigh ifae produc^KMOs c^f many 
H centuries, and the united bbours qi 
^^ a prodi^oud liumber d£ inteliige&t 
'*^prai^ti< 
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P^gc 7> line 1# of the note, for innumeraiing, read enume* 
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55, line 5 from top, for as is weU^ Vead as it is well. 
70, line 11 from top, for into more, read into any more, 
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for confound wit hf read confound it with. 
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1 15, line 3 from bottom, for ostentations read liStentatious* 

117) line 11 from bottom, dele but. 

122, line 7 of note from the bottom, for source read re« 
soarce. 

128, line 11 from top» for usually inordinate read uasaUy 
an inordinate. 

145, line 5 from the top, for suppositions read suppositi- 
ons. 

166, line 6 from the top, for affected read effected. 

167, line 3 from top, for of, read or ; and ibidem, line 4^. 
for.or read of, : •• 

1 75, line 4 from the bottom, for deglution read deglutition. 
190, line 6 from the bottom, for yet the read yet by the. 
254, line 3 in the notes from the bottom, for '£|<a«rs# 
read 'E^/r^roi. 

«««^« 255, line 2 from the top, after the word naturam put a. 
Ibidem, in the notes, line 9 from the bottom, for vouIcb read 
voculae. 
260, line 7 in the notes from the bottom, for '£|i7«r«f 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 



ON THB 



DISEASE of the HIP JOIJ^T. 



SECTION I. 

JL HE abfcefs of the . hip joint is a difeafe 
attended with fuch various evils, incident 
both to the part afFefted, and to the conftir 
tution in general^ and occurs fo frequently, 
that it could not entirely efcape the notice, 
of any writer who has aimed at explaining 
the general adion of fcrophulous complaints, 
or their more immediate efFefts, on particular 
parts of the human body. Nevcrthelefe, it 
has not been made profeffedly, the fubje£t of 
particular confideration, except by De Haen, 
in his treatife " Dc Morbo Coxario/* and 

B ^ 
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by Monf. Petit, in his well-known work 
on difeased bones*. 

This difeafe of the hip joint, in every 
ftage of its progrefs, from its earlieft appear- 
ance, in flight lamenefs, and general debility, 
to its final cataftrophc, unequivocally mani- 
fefted in the deftrudioh of the thigh joint, 
and in emaciation of the whole body, is mark- 
ed throughout by peculiar and charafteriftic 
fymptoms. Thefe fymptoms have been, how- 
ever, in a great measure overlooked, and 
fewer cautions have been given, with rc(pe<£k 
tfp the treatment of this very common difeafe, 
than of many others of lefs frequfelicy, and 
icfcportance. 

* The Author had not feen the DiflTertation of Vafl dcr 
Haar, in the ** Sammlung auferlef^ner abhaiixliangeii/* where 
the principal phaenome<ia of the difeafe— rthe elongated limb, 
the flattened nates, and the pain of the knee, are very accu- 
rately defcribed. But the treatment purfucd by Van der Haar 
does not feem by any means fo mafterly, as his hiftory of the 
complaint. It is futficient to mention one cafe, in which he 
9pened the abcefs exienfively, and thruft his finger into the 
acetabulum of the oainnominatum.—*' Nach wenigtagen, als 
^f man die fluduation einiger-maflen fuhlen konnte, machte 
** Ich in diefen letftcn theil (die untere und aufwendige ob- 
•* erflache des darmbeins) eine wcite oefnung und ftcckte 
" meinen finger in die Put^Ci?—Vo\. II. p. 10. 1782. Leip- 
x:g. E. / 
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The difficulties in obferving, or at leaft in 
difcriminating properly, its earlicft fymptoms^ 
and of cotinteradting;, or removing them, 
when truly difcriminated, . are doubtlefs 
caufes of embarraffment, and uncertainty, 
in every attempt to make a prognoftic of 
its event. Be this as it may, the fal- 
' lacioufnefs of ils firft appearance, and the 
difficulty of afcertaining the degrees of its 
fobfequcnt injuries, are points granted by the 
generality of writers who have treated, or 
touched on the fubjeft. The daily expe- 
rience of furgeons cannot fail to convince 
them, that the whple procefs of the difeafe 
affords great fcope for conjecSbure, and mudi 
diverfity of judgment. 

It occurs at all periods of life, but happens 
moft frequently to children, from their in- 
fancy, to the age of fourteen* It often ori- 
ginates from accidents apparently inconfider- 
able. A degree of lamelefs, fcarcely vifible, 
is the firft fymptom, which is often afcribed to 
indolence, or to the indulgence of an awkward 
habit. The palenefs, and languid appearance 
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which afterwards enfue, accompanied with a 
liftleflheft, and want of aftivity, are symp- 
tonis often confidered as the efFefts of worms, 
or attributed to a general rickety difpofition. 
Even when local injury of the hip becomes ap- 
parent beyond denial, to the leaft experienced 
obferver, it is too often regarded as a decifive 
proof of a fcrophulous taint, pervading the 
general habit ; and with a view of relieving 
the part afFedled, rccourfe is immediately had 
to remedies, which are thought moft likely 
to counteraft the tendency of the fuppofed 
fcrophulous afFedion. 

With this inteiition, fmall dofes ^ of calo- 
iaael, burnt Iponge, aethiops , vegetabilis, or 
terra ponderofa, arc prefcribed : or with the 
fame view of obviating the ftrumous tenden- 
cy, remedies of a tonic kind are adminiftered, 
and preparations of fteel, bark, or cold bath- 
ing are ufed^ not unfrequently. Under thefe, 
and many other different regimens, the difeafe 
of the hip joint may feem to be fufpended ; 
for, like fimilar fymptoms of fcrophula, it 
is influenced in its progrefs by a variety of 
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circumftances, not immediately conuefled 
with mere medical treatment. Whenever a 
remedy for a ftrumous diforder is recom* 
mended, as having been, in some inftances, 
fortunate in its exhibition, it ought to be recol- 
lected, that the fcafon of the year, the tem- 
perature of the air, the alteration of a mode 
of living, and the natural ftamina of the 
patient, fliould be taken into confideration, 
and have their due weight, before the efficacy 
of the medicine ufed, can be juftly eftimated. 

The exiftence of fcrophula, as a confti- 
tutional difeafe, cannot be denied. It often 
afFciSls various parts of the body, at the famii 
time oppreffing, without overpowering, the 
vital energies ; but its attacks are oftener locals 
and where they prove fatal, thefe deftrudtive 
efFe£ls are produced by its deleterious quality, 
operating locally upon fuch parts of the ani- 
mal economy, as are neceffarily connected 
with its exiftence. 

The brain, the lungs, the liver, the teftes, 
and fpermatic chord, the uterus, the ovaria, 
the anterior part of the bodies of the vcrte- 
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brae, the joint of the hip, in common with 
other joints, experience continually the bale- 
ful effects of a difeafe, whereof fcrophula may 
be fuppofed to be the caufe, and to which it 
has not unfrequently given denomination. 
It may be added, that there are but few parts 
df the human body, which do not exhibit 
continual proofs of the danger of its local 
attacks, and of the inefficacy of general reme- 
dies. But fo long as Icrophula afFeds only 
the integuments, or external glands, the 
hazard from it is comparatively fmall ; the 
conftitution refifts it with great energy, and 
fhe powers of medicine are capable of being, 
exerted with probability of fuc6efs. But 
there is not in this compkint a fpecific re- 
medy,* like mercury in the venereal difeafe, 
which/ can, with a moral certainty, impede 
its progress. If there were any fuch medicine 
known, of fuperior efficacy, capable of check- 
ing the inflammation, and fuppuration of an 
indurated gland, or of preventing a thickened 
perioftium, and enlarged bone from becom- 
in^y a confirmed caries, it would greatly 



/ 
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fupercede the ncceffity. of having recourfe to 
topical remedies, which are both painful^ 
aiid uncertain. 

Scrophula* is not unfrcquently converted 
from a conftitutional, into a local difeaie, by a 
variety of accidental circumftances, fometiraes 
apparently flighty a'nd certainly fuch as might 
befal a conftitution perfectly found, with 
little, if any ill effect. But when, by fonie 
untoward accident, the locality of fcrophula 
is determined to the hip, and feated in the 
joint of that part^ it brings in its train ferious, 
and ftubborn complaints. A probability that 
the diieaie will terminate fatally, is ftrongly 
pointed out, by long illnefs, generally ac* 
companied with colliquative fweats, and 
purgings, anafarcous fwellings in the lower 
limbs, emaciation in every part of the body, 
and frequent fuppurations round the hip joint, 

* It 18 very remarkable that Dr. Falconer, in innumerating 
the caufes of the difeafe, (hould have fo confiantly svifideJ 
mentioning fcrophula, which by the unanimous confent of all 
writers on'clie fubjeA, is confidered the moft frequent of all 
caufes. £« 
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unmanageable by any treatment applicable to 
pther abfceffes. 

When this difeafe terminates in death, the 
diffedion of the part difcovers a caries fo cx- 
tenfive, as to include not only the head and 
neck of the thigh bone, and the cotyloid 
cavity, but great portions likewife of the ad- 
joining OS ilium, ifchion, and os pubis, 
with all their ligaments irreparably injured* 
Such mdeed are the fads revealed by diffec- 
tion, that there is no wonder at their having 
given rife, and currency to an opinion often 
aflumed, that the hip difeafe is, from its ear- 
liefl: origin, irremediable. It muft be confeffed, 
that it is difficult to conceive how fuch an 
cxtenfiye caries of bone as is vifible after death, 
could have been either prevented, or remedied. 
Neverthelefs, thefe difcouraging conclufions 
are not always juft, or well founded ; for 
there is no doubt but that difeafes, finally at- 
tended with large fuppurations, which ulti- 
mately occafion great derangement, and 
havock in the animal machine, originate 
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from flight caufes, and admit of remedy, in 
their beginnings. 

A careful obferver may difcover, and 
deftroy the feeds of many a fatal chronic 
difeafe, before they become deep rooted, and 
dangerous. Even ftrumous afFedtions of the 
lungs, and liver, begin virith flight obftruc- 
tions, and indurations in the fubfl:ances of 
thofe vifcera, which, from the invifibility 
of their nature, go on, producing their con- 
fequential ill efFeds. Obftrudtions increafe, 
and multiply^ till at length inflammation en- 
fues, either excited by the original caufe, or 
brought into aftion by fome adventitious 
circumfl:ances, followed by a train of /atal 
confequences, which the expedients of flcill 
may alleviate, but are not likely to cure. 

The difcriminating fymptoms of internal 
chronic difeafes, are not yet delineated with 
fuch accuracy, as to infl:ru£t the generality of 
pradlitioners, how to diftinguifli them in their 
incipient flates, and earlier flages, or how to 
proceed on a certain efficient pradkice, either 
for their prevention, or their cure. 
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It ought likcwifc. to be noticed, that although 
an experienced and attentive obfcrver, might 
very truly diftinguifli thefe latent difeafes in 
their firft beginnings, and, alarmed by the ap- 
prelienfions of their ultimate ill confequences, 
would willingly exert his utmoft ingenuity 
to check them, yet the patients themfelves 
feeling, or fancyinginconveniences apparently 
trivial, cannot ^eafily be prevailed upon to 
adhere with fteadinefs, to any well'-digcfted 
plan of prevention, vor remedy, in order to 
avert evils, which they imagine to be merely 
contingent, or at the worft, not likely to 
take place, but at a period confiderably 
remote. 

This happens not uncommonly in cafes of 
fcrophulous affedtions, tending to fuppuration 
in the cavities of the body ; but the progrefs 
of diforders, fituated in the extremities, comes 
more immediately under the cognizance of 
thefurgeon, and is by no means To proble- 
matical, or fb hopelefs. The parts affected 
1by them; are always more fuperiicial, and 
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confequently the progreffion of difeafe is more 
cafy to be traced, than in the vifcera. The 
joints of the upper, and lower extremities, are 
fufficie^tly perfpicuous in their ftrudure, and 
cannot be difeafed to any dangerous degree, 
without betraying an inaptitude for their 
funftions. The moment that this becomes 
obvious, the furgeon inveftigates the caufe, 
and where fymptoms (hew the remoteft 
danger of fuppuration, iriftantly has recourfe 
to thofe local applications, which experience 
has evinced to be, not only capable in many 
inftances, of flopping the advancement to- 
wards caries, but even fufficiently efficacious, 
to recover the limb from a difeafed, to a 
healthy ftate. 

The caries of the hip joint, always painful 
in its confequence?, and fometimes fatalin its 
termination, fleals on at firfl fb imperceptibly, 
and arrefls the attention fb little, that* it is 
fcarcely confidered as a ferious difeafe. The 
conflitution is not at firfl, materially |afFefl:ed 
by it ; palenefs of countenance, fits of lah- 
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» 

guor and heavinefs, fucceeded by proportiou* 
able flows of fpirits, and fuddcn exertions, 
arc incidents fb ufual in the lives of 
young people, that they pafs for common 
circumftances, and attradt little or on notice. 
There are however, fymptoms, often accom- 
panying the firft pathognomonic marks of 
this difeafe ; I mean a fort of limpjng gait, 
lamenefs fcarcely difcernable, and a weaknefs 
of the leg. and thigh, juft beginning to be 
apparent. 

Moreover about this time, the limb, on 
ftri6t examination, will be found, both in the 
thigh, and on the calf of the leg^ to be really 
leflened in its circumference. A ftriking 
alteration like wife, takes place with regard to 
its length. It is more, or lefs elongated ; 
the elongation is viiible, and the degree of 

« 

it afcertainable. Let the patient be placed in 
a hori^pntal pofition, with both his legs ex* 
tended properly for a comparifon with qach 
other ; the patella, with the condyles of the 
thigh, bone, will apjjcar in the difeafed limb, 
manifeftly lower than the fame bones on the 
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found fide. It may be ftill farther afcertained 
by an infpedlion, and comparifon of the rela- 
tive fituations of the great trochanter, or the 
internal m^eolar procefs of .the tibia, with 
the correfponding parts of the found limb. 

On viewing- attentively the patient in an 
ereft ppfture, it is clearly difcernable that 
there is, on the difeafed fide, an- alteration 
with refped to the natural fulnefs and con- 
vexity of the nates, that part appearing flat- 
tened, which is ufually naoft prominent*; 
and a little below, towards the thigh, there is 
a degree of fwelling, different from, and 
ftrongly contrafted to, the natural appearance 
of the found limb. 

A pain in the knee,t is another remarkable 
fymptom, not unufual in the courfe of this dis- 

* Many of thefe charafteriflic marks of the difeafe are 
(hewn in plate I. 

f Mr. Ford had remarked that this fymptom was always 
fynchronous with.the elongated limb, it commenced with it—* 
it continued as long as the difeafed limb was longer than the 
found one, and ceafed when the thigh began to refumt its pro* 
per length, or to become (horter 5 and he had never obferved 
it in the latter ftages of the difeafe, when the thigh affeded 
was ihorter than the found one. £. 



C 14 ] 

cafe, and fo violent is it at times, as todlfturb 
the repofe of the patient at night, and to oc- 
cafion the moll agbnizing fcreams. The 
knee neverthelefs, after the moft ipinutc exa* 
mination, will be found in a perfeft found ftate, 
although it has often been fubje<fted to the 
fruitlels applications of fomentations, plafters, 
and embrocations, whilft the real feat of the 
difeafe has been neglefted, and the procefs ta 
caries, permitted to go on with its natural 
rapidity, accelerated occafionally by adven- 
titious circumftances. 

It may be ftill farther obfervable, that the 
patient^ in (landing, does not fupport the 
; weight of his body equally on both legs. 
The found limb will appear ftrongly exten- 
ded, bearing upon it more than its due pro- 
portion of the weight of the trunk, whilft 
the other proje<Sts outwards from the body, 
A^ith its knee bent, and the patient discovers 
an inclination to reft rather on his toes, than 
to fupport, the weight of that fide of his body, 
fairly on the whole furface of the foot.* 

» 

* See plate I. 
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He not only becomes more unable to move 
the difeafed limb, with the fame facility as 
the found one, but the lamenefs increafes oa 
him fo much, that he Is under the ncceflity 
of grafping the afFefted thigh vvith his hand, 
in order to 'give it a greater progreffive 
power. 

There sire alfo other fymptoms, in the 
early ftate 6f this difeafe, which ought not 
to be pa0ed over in filence, as every circum- 
ftance, which may be thought charafleriftic, 
defervcs notice, and ferious confidcration.- ^ 
In a morning, the patients walk ftifF, and 
with evident difficulty; the difficulty be- 
comes lefs. apparent in the courfe of the day, 
but .wearinefs comes* on, in an unufual degree, 
towards thie evening, and pain enfiiing, they 
repair to reft at an early hour. 

In quick exertions, and in running efpe- 
cially, they are apt to fall ; and though often 
averfe to motion, they have at times great 
Uvelinefs, and a prompt difpofition to exercife. 
In their recumbent pofture in bed, the thigh 
affefted is ordinarily bent forward, -and every 
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attempt to alter that pofition is attended with 
great pain, which is particularly increafed by 
every degree of exertion, or violence, em- 
ployed to ftretch out the limb to its/uU length. 

The parts furrounding the joint, on preC- 
fure, indicate no great degree of painful 
fenfation, but in general, fbme tendernefs, 
where it is moft likely to fufFer by compref- 
(ion, particularly behind the great trochanter, 
where there is not much cellular membrane^ 
or mufcle, to cover the joint. They feel 
moreover, a tendernefs in the groin, where 
the lymphatic glands are frequently found to 
be a little enlarged. 

The difeafe, for fome time at leaft, indi- 
cates itfelf by the fymptoms above men- 
tioned ; it is not, however, uniformly pain- 
ful, but variably fo, being influenced by 
the efficiency of the means admiuiftered to 

counteraft the procefs of a fcrophulous ca- 
ries in the joint, or by. the power of the 
conflitution withflanding its attacks. It 
frequently happens, that the unfavourable 
appearances alter, and are fufpended for a 
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coQ^derable time, infbmuch, as to* be ieem- 
iiigly removed; but if they return,,, it is 
with additional violence. The kmene& 
becomes more obvious, the pain more ien« 
fible, the emaciation of the limb more vifible, 
and the general prevalence, and irnioads of 
the difeaie on the conftitution, manifeft them* 
felves ftrongly, by flow he£tic fever, and great 
proftration of ftrength. — . 

At lefigth it happens, that the limb, which 
was before elongated, Shortens ; and when* 
ever this circumflahce takes place, whicl^ 
may eafily be afcertained by an adlual men* 

% 

furation, it announces the probability of an 
enfuing external fuppuration ; and the great 
difficulty of preventing it, c^Us for the moft 
unremitted exertions of thefurgeon. 

The rapid approach to (uppuration is mar- 
ked by an aggravation of all the local iyrap* 
toms. A greater degree of tendemefs and 
irritability in the parts round the Joint, are 
now manifeft to the touch; the enlargment 
of the external parts becomes more vifible; 
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particularly on the upper, and exterior parf« 

(off the thigh, over the v^ftus extemus rniifcle, 

iVheri the n-Kitter ufuaUy gathersv' and pro^ 

j*6ks. During this period, the thigh becomes 

iftore (hortened, contrails in a bent pofitiort, 

^ upward to the groin, and is lefr capable of 

motion^ the leg waftcs more aipparentlyi the 

foot can fcarcely be put to the ground, and 

finally, the patient, no longer aWe to depend 

on the limb affddled, fupports his body on 

crutches J and on his found: leg, whilft the 

diieafed one hangs a burthenfome^ and painfui 

appendage to the trunk, with its foot ex** 

tended, and perhaps oedematous. This misc'- 

rable ftaite &f the difeale contiriues for alohgery 

or flbicyter fpace of time, till the abfcefi buirft- 

ing, difcharges either a thick matter^ or elfe 

a thin, ferous fluids intermixed with Tub- 

ftances, relembling-curds and whey, ;>, 

• At this time, another alteration often takes 

place, which generally marks the moft diiP- 

treffing period of this formidaWe^.compraiut, 

The patient grows languid^* :^tid he^tcaJ, 

■ 

lofes his appetite, becomes fubjed: to colli- 
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quatlve purgings, fweats profufely at nights^ 
and finks apparently, under the preflure of 
his complicated maladies. 

If the difeaie does not now terminate fatally, 
as it often does at this critical period, thefe 
diftrelsful {ymptoms continue for a- long time. 
If the patient happily ffaruggles through them 
all, and at length recovers, it is after a tedious 
confinemeitf to his bed, with a diflorted hip, 
and an emaciated limh, which has either form^ 
ed an iniecure connexion with the os in-» 
nominatam, or become anchylofed in the hip 
joint.* 

It deferves however, a particular obfervation, 
that an external fiippuration is not always a 
necefiary, and unavoidable confequence of the 
(hortening of the thigh bone, and of the ca* 
ries of the hip joint Inftances occur, not 
unfrequently, in which patients undergo the 
whole^ procefs of the early fymptoms of this 
difeaie, to the elongation, and (hortening of 

» Sec plates II. IV, and V. 
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the limb, and even an anchylofis in the joint, 
without any external fuppu ration.* 

At times too, it happens, that a fuppura* 
tion is formed, that the abcefs burfts, and a 
ihortening of the limb takes place, when yet 
no fever enfues, nor any very dangerous 
iymptoms fopervene.f These very fortunate 
circumftances are however, rare, compared 
with the great frequency of cafes, in whick 
numerous evils ufually refult from the caries 
of the joint, and its external fuppuratibn.:; 

In the inveftigation of this, and every /Mher 
difeafe of equally dangerous confequences, it 
is advantageous, and indeed requisite, : to 
acquire the trueft, and moft accurate pofHble 
notions, oi the injurious alteration in the 
internal parts, which conftitutes the caufe of 
external morbid appearance. The pathology 
of this difeafe, is certainly moft wanting in its 

• Neither is an anchylofis a neccifary confequencS of the 
fliortexiing of the Umb^ I have now under my care a boy at>DUt 
ten years of age, who has undergone the difeaie with repeated 
fuppuration, and the limb is half an inch shorter than the 
pther, although he has the perfect ufeof thejc^nt of the hip. £. 

t See cafca XIII. XIV. 
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earlieft ftage ; for at its conclufioni opporcu* 
nities too frequently occur, for the minuteft 
examination of the nature, and effects of this 
malady, which is uniformly found on inipec* 
tion, where it terminates fatally, to go on in 
its operation, to the ultimate destruction of 
almoft all the bones, ligaments, and cartilages 
connected with the hip joint*. 

The difeafe here treated of, is not &tal in 
its fiiil; attacks, nor productive for fbme time^ 
of very great, or infupportable inconveniences. 
It is in moft infbnces, confiderably advanced 
in its dangerous progrefs, before application 
is made to the surgeon, who has but seldom, 
t fair occasion to attend to it, in its firft 
beginning, and earlieft ftage ; and whenever 
he has it in his power to trace its primary 
operation, and ill efFcQts by difTedion, it 
can only happen, when the patient falls acci« 
dentally a victim to fome other difeafe. Rarely 
as this is likely to take place in the practice 
of an individual, it has however occurred to 

* Set plarc VL 
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me^ more than once, and warrants me to 
sdfinn, that a confiderable caries of bone, m 
^ cotyloid cavity, or in the head o( the 
diigh bone, may exist, before any external 
fymptom could have aicertained such a cir- 
Cumftatace. 

The following is the cafe of a patient, 
who fiifFered from the diieaie of the hip joint, 
for feverai months labouring under the pri* 
mary fyosptoms cbarafteriftic of this cora^ 
plaint, but who died at laft of a violent ftvcr^ 
hat apffareritly connected with his local com- 
fhmt. 

Thomas Wcl(h, a hoj ten jrcars of age, of 
a ^r complexion, brown hair, bom of heal- 
thy parents, both living at this time, received 
a blow on his groin, about fourteen months 
before hfe deaths from a cricket ball, thrown 
vrith confiderable ifbrce. His mother, soon 
after he received the blow thought that he 
halted a little, but his huneoeis was not very 
apparent. It was not howisver, till eight 
months after the accident happened, that it 
was judged neccflary to have recourfc to a 



iurgcori for advioe.: The lamenef? at -t^tis 
period was very perceptibly, and the pai^i Jo 
,thq groin and thigh, fhoofiag backwards tpr 
w^d.thc natesi wa^s fo acute, that^ althoug^i 
naturally s^^hearful child, he could not con- 
tain himfclf from frequent fcreaming. 

..■ * 

He had pow .become uneafy, rcftlgfs, and 
was continually getting up from his chair, 
particularly at his meals, which he preferred 
taking in an ere£t pofture, reftipg. on thi5 
found leg, or frequently (hifting about, Jo 
vary his mode of ftanding. His health ii^ 
other reipedts did not appear to be muqh 
affeded, his appetite was good,^ and, his ileep 
was not much interrupted, till ^ a fliort tinjie 
ijefore his death, when he begao. to cough| 
iUid to ihew fymptoms of wcaknefs* 

At the time he was .brought to f he Weft- 
minfter General Difpeniary for. ^zffi^dp/cc^ 
the pain had become more yiolept in ithe 
grpin, and in the thigh ; a very conftderablc 
degree, of la^ienefet was nianifeft, and th* 
inguinal lymphatic glands were fwelled : a 
cauftic was then applied to the hip, a little 
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behind the great trochanter ; (oon after this 

application 9 he grew lb much better that he 

indulged himfelf in the ufual paftime of boys, 

jumping with a rope, and (landing upon his 

Hlad ; his cojigh was much abattd, and the 

pain in his hip was entirely gone. The limb,. 

notwithilanding, ftill appeared to be wafted, 

and was certainly elongated. ' 

Soon after this time he was feized with a 

fever ^ mtended with petechias, which put 

ail end to his life in the courfe of a few days. 

I obtained Teave to examine the limb, and 

found the elongation ftill very evident, and 

demonftrable in the de^d body. There was 

in the cavity of the hip joint, a finall 
quantity, about a tea-fpoonful of matter ; the 

head of the thigh bone wasm little inflamed, 
the capfular ligament rather thickened, the 
ligamentum teres united in its natural way 
with the acetabulum; the cartilage lining the 
cotyloid cavity eroded in ope. place*, with a 
iniall aperture, through which a probe might 

• See plaic III. &g. I. 
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be pafled^ underneaith the cartilage into the 

internal furface of the os pnbis on one fide and 

on the other into the o$ ifchii ; and the oppo« 

fite, or .external part of the os innominatum 
(hewed more appearance of difeafe, than the 

cotyloid caivity*. • 

. Some time before, ; I had examined by dif- 
fection^ another difeafe of the hip joint, which 
had not proceeded to an external fuppuration ; 
but not having prefcrved the morbid parts^ 
I can only fay, that the difeafe was in this 
fubjcct farther advanced, that the limb was 
beginning to ihorten, and to be contracted 
forward, that the patient, who was a boy at 
fchool, being thrown over a form, was taken 
home in great pain, and died in a few days 
after, with feyer and convulfionSk 

On examination of the joint after death 
there was no appearance of inflammation, no 
tenfion, or fwelling externally, but the coty- 
loid cavity was thoroughly cariousj the carti* 
lages eroded, ^he head, and part of the neck 
of the thigh bone crumbled away^ 

• Sec plate III. fig. II. 
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Thd foregcMng cafes, duly confidcred, fuggeft 
various rcafonings, and feem to warraat the 
following conclufion; namely, that a mor- 
bid ftate of the cartilages ^nd bones, which 
form the hip joint, is the real origin, and the 
primary efficient caufe of the whole trainof 
alarming fymptoms, which accompany ithis 
difeafe, from its earlieft appearance, to itsulti* 
mate teminaticm* 

TTie carious ftate of the bones in queftion, 
is not therefore the effect, but the caufe of thfe 
formation of matteri and this Caries is not to 
be attributed to a difordered ftate of the fynoyia 
corroding the head of the bone and the cotyloid 
cavity, nor to the acrimony of any matter 
coUefted there, and ftippofed to produce thii 
ill effect. There is a neceffity for afcertaining 
diftinftions of this nature, in order to foind 

the proper indication of a mode of cure: for; 

* ■ ' . ' ~- " . " 

if this difeafe were to be ascribed to the caufe^ 

above mentioned, either an acrimonious ftate 
of fy novia, or an exiftence of matter of a cor- 
rofivc quality in the! joint, a practice very^ 
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^ficrent, from what is now generally purfucd* 
would certainly be preferable. 

Mr. Freke, in his " Effiiy on the art o£ 
•* healing/' p. .218, conceiving the cari^ of 
bone in the difeafe here treated of, to be the 
efFeft of an acrimonious fynovia^ recommends 
an early opening into the joint, asthebeft 
method of preventing the future pernicious 
confcqucnces. He compares the ufe of Ijrno- 
via to ** Good olive oil for locfe,'* but, adds 
he, " If oil of ^riol be ufed iiiftead of it, the 
cficct need not to4je told/* 

It ffluft be admitted, that if Mr. Freke's 
theory of- this di(eaie were unqufeftionablc, 

the early opening he recoirimends, would lye 

. .... 

the meft eligible prkdtice, as tending to dis- 
charge, in the quickeft way poffible, the nox- 
ious fluid. It is however certain, that fuch a 
pradice is found, by experience, to be inju- 
rious ; for the opening of abfceflcs of joints, 
whether it be made by cauftic, incifion, or 
feton, has not the fuppbfed tendency to pre- 
vent ; on the contrary, is known to mcfea^ 
the . dispofition to carfes, ^na'^ufi'confc- 
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quentlyi promote and accelerate every bad 
iymptom, refulting fooner or later, from the 
ftrumous indifpofition of the offered part. 

It may flill be thought, and urged againft 
what has been advanced^ that it contravenes a 
common opinion, .that the caufe of this dif^ 
eafe is not primarily to be looked for in the 
joint itfelf , that it may as well be fuppofed, to 
onginate in the more external parts, in the in* 
volucra of the joint, in the cellular membrane^ 
in the periofteum of the bones, m the mufcles, 
or in the lymphatic glands. . It may be aaid 
too^ that fuch a caries of bouc, or fuch a dif- 
pofition to caries, as is ftated in the caie^ above 
mentioned, cannot well be conceived to exift 
in fb early a period of this complaint, and yet 
continue fb long latent, to all external appear* 
ance inaftive, or by its operations productive 
of no very dangerous ill effeds. , 

This objection is. the more fpecious and 
plauiible, as it is admitted, that the fubjects of 
this diibrder, nevertbelefs enjoy a mediocrity 
of general health, and, for no incofiderablo 
Q)ace of time, are but little diftreiled by ita 
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local inconveniences. Whereas in no vciy 
diflimilar cafes, a difealc in bones of lefs mag- 
nitude, and In parts of lefs importance to the 
animal deconomy, diicovers itfelf frequently 
with much -greater rapidity, by hedlical lymp- 
toms, and other very confpicuous ill efFe£ls» 
h may be added to all this, that fuch a caries 
of bone in a part, fb liable to fri£l:ion as the hip 
joi^t, would mod probably caufe inflammation, 
and bring on fuppnration, much fooner than 
it ufiially takes place, according to the forego- 
mg account of the difeafe. 

Such analogical reafbnings without doubt 
xnay ipecioufly be urged^ and may be fairly an- 
fwered by arguments, deduced likewifc from 
analogy. But, what is to be gained by oppo- 
fing fuppofitions to facts ? The latter remain 
invariably the {ame, however we may vary in 
our opinions Bbout them. The facts, with 
regard to the morbid anatomy of this difeafe 
in its earlieft ftages, can only be proved by 
the difTedions of fubjects, who happen to die 
during its firfl attack. 

In confidcring however, the objeftions be- 
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fore mentioned, it may be obfervcd, that in* 

vital parts of the human lyftem, even in the 

brain*, ftrumous indurations arc known to- 

fubiifty wittiout certain indication, or immedi-- 

ate difcovery of their dangerous tendency; 

their miichievous effects are often flow and 

gradual, and the fatal fymptoms do not appear 

tin fbme time after, according to the natural 

progrefs o£.the difeafe, or its exacerbation 

from some external^ or internal caufe, which 

excites an inflammatory diathefis in the part. 

In like manner, a ftrumous induration, and 

enlargement of the liver, or of the fpleen 

often fubiists, and is known, as a chronic 

diseafe, by its efFe£i:s on the animal oeconomyji 

for a long time, before it produces inflammation 

or ftippuration in the fubftance of thofe vifcert 

an accumulation of water in the cavity of the 

abdomen, or any of thofe fymptoms, which 

are die final, and fatal conlequences of the 

original difeafe. 

•:ji Even in the lungs, that part of the human 

. ,. ■ ,- ♦ See London Medical Journal^ Vol II. p. 56. 
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body noioft fubjcct to ftrumSous afl^ctions and 

neceflarily in continual motion, a difpofition 

to pulmbnary phthifis, k well known to cxift 

long before its fatal termination in tubercles, 

and fuppuratton. 

But to inftitute ah analogical reafoning, 

much more nearly allied to the difeafe in 

^iieftion, is it not well known, that in; the 

difeafe of the incurvated fpine, fo accurately 

defcribed by Mr. Pott, a difpofition to caries, 

and even a deftructiori of jparts mufl necefla- 

rily have taken place, before the caries is in-? 

dicated, or afcertained, by that angular incur- 

vatidft, tvhich » thi marked efFe<3: of a lofs of 

• * ■ • • • 

fubstance, ih the anterior part of the body of 

vertebrae ? Every joint of the upper, and 

lower extremities^ occafionally exhibits a ftrti- 

mous indifpoiition Of its* cartilages, or boAeis^ 

Jttid this nfii^y^xift, and for a very confidcrable 

time, with more or lefs local inflammation,. 

before any external fuppuration takes places i 

The difeafif of the hip joint produces 4 

weaknefs :of the. lower limb^ necef&ry to be 

difHnguifhed from paralytic affection, to which 
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which it is liable in cotninoh with other 
parts of the body. It is likewise requifite to 
difcriminate it from that partial debility, often 
incident to the lower limb, in the toniplaint 
well known by the name of pibas abfcds./ 

r 

As the difeafe of the hip jo'mt gradually ad- 
vances towards ftipjpuration, in the couffe of 
its natural progrefs,^ the local injury of the 
joint becomes evident, from external appear* 
ranees ; but in the beginning, and earlier pe-^ 
riods of the calamity, itsdiaghoftic figns, zU 
though highly ncceflary to be fixed, are not 
always obvious. 

The pain in the knee, the fliattened appear* 
^ce of the nates, the elongation of the limW 
the uneafinefs felt in moving the joint, clearly 
difcriminate the hip difeafe from a paralytic afr 
fection. The fame fymptomg ferve in ibmc 
meadire to diftinguifh it from the abicefs known 
;n many cafes, to origuiate from a caries of the 
lower; dorfal vertebrae, or thofe of the Joins, 
near the origin of the pfoas major. T 

; In the pibas abfcefs, the matter fecreted in 
confequencc of. xaries, is prevented from 
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making its way outward on the back, by the 
thickneis of the bones, and the ftrong com* 
pages of the mufcles on the loins, and is ftill 
more ftrongly restrained from making its way 
forw.ard, by the peritoneum, vifcera, and 
abdominal mufcles. It therefore falls down 
on the pfoas mufcle, and paffing under Pou- 
part's ligament, fbmetimes pufhes outward in 
the groin, but more generally, purfuing the 
courfe of that mufcle, forms an abfcefs, near 
its infertion, in the infide of the thigh. 

In the progrefs of this abscefs, there are 
fome external Symptoms, not unlike thofe of 
the hip difeafe. Of thefe, it may be proper 
to mention here, that the thigh is generally 
bent forward, which gives a flattened appear* 
ance to the nates on the fide affected. This 
fyraptom, in the difeafe of the hip joint, 
feems to arife from the inability which the 
patient feels of fupporting the trunk on the 
infirm joint ; whereas in the pfoas abfcefs, the 
fimilar circumftance of the thigh, being bent 
forward, and upward, fo as vifibly to give the 
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appearance of depreffion to the glutaei mufcles, 
may probably be owing to the irritated con- 
dition to which the pfoas mufcle m'ay be fub- 
jeded, from the weak, and morbid ftate of 
that part of the bone, into which its origin is 
inferted,* 

In difcriminating between the abfcefs of the 
hip joint, and that proceeding from difeafed 
vertebrae, it muft aifo be remarked, that in the 
latter difeafe the matter infinuating itfelf be- 
tween the mufcles of the back, does at times 
make its way outward on the loins, and even 
on the nates, and often burfts nearly in the 
fame place, where the abfcefe of the hip joint 
frequently appears. Neverthelefs tl;Le furgeon, 

m 

who attends carefully to tjie antecedent fymp- 
toms, will not find it difficult to difcover the 
real feat of the difeafe, which it is of the moft 

* I have confidcred the pfoas abfcefs, as originating frorn 
difeafe in the anterior part of the lower dorfal, or the lumbat 
vertebrae 3 although this may not be univerfally the cafe, I am 
authorized by the opinion of the mofl refpedable writers, to 
fay that it frequently is fo 5 and, from my own experience, I 
muft affirm, that whenever I have had an opportunity of in« 
fpe^ting, after death, the morbid ftate of the parts connedted 
with this difeafe, I have uniformly found a very confiderable 
caries of the bones above mentioned. 
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importance to afcertain with precifion, in the 
firft inftance, in order to inftitute a proper 
mode of cure. In the latter ftages of thefe 
different abfceffes, the true knowledge of their 
locality is not equally eflential, as the treatr 
ment of both neceffarily becomes the fame, 
or very fimilar. 

The elongation, and wafting of the limb, 
the pain in the knee, the uneafinefe felt in 
moving the head of the thigh bone in its 
fbcket, are all prominent, and charafteriftic 
features of the hip difcafe. If yet, at times, 
there maybe appearances in thepfbas abfcefs, 
which bear fome resemblance to the fymptoms 
above mentioned, yet it muft certainly be ad- 
mitted, that they are by no means fb ftrongly 
marked, as they are in the abfcefs of the hip- 
joint . Moreover, the pfoas abfcefs has gene- 
rally one leading fymptom peculiar to itfelf, 
namely, a ferifation of weaknefs in the loins, 
near the origin of the pfbas mufcle, attended 

with a degree of tendcrnefs palpably difcover- 

» 

able if the parts undergo the examination of 
the finger. 
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SECT. IL 

Obfervations on the Modes of Tredttnent iffuatfy 
employed for the Reliefs or Cure of the Di/iqfi 
of the Hip Joint. 

xTAVING, in the preceding fe£tion, pre* 
mifed fbme general obfervations on the di^ 
eflife of the hip. joint ; on the ways of aictf ^ 
tainingits exifteji^e; and the means of difHxi* 
guiflung it frofn the moft fimilar complaints ; 
I may now iuppofe a cafe of this di&a^s 
let it be ftated then, as in its early flage^ not 
yet fo far" advanced, as to be prpdudtive of any 
marli^ft indications of external fuppnration'; 
I (hall only fiippofe its a^ual exiftenc^, and 
its locality afcertained, or at leaf): ftrong^y 
marked by pathognorhonic fymptoms* 

The firft^ dbjoft of immediate inquirf^ mttft 
lieGei&rily be, what is the beft methiid t«r^ 
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taken, to relieve the tnconveniencies it has 
already occafioncd, and to prevent the future 
calamities likely to arife from the difeafc, if 
left to its natural courfe. 

In the confideration of a remedy, or mode 
of treatment, adequate to remove a complaint 
which is either a difpofition to caries, or a 
real caries, aftually exifting in the bones of 
the hip joint ; it would be ufelefs to enume- 
rate the great diverfity, and contrariety of 
fomentations, plaifters, and embrocationi, 

ft 

which have been tried, repeated, and recom*- 
mended by regulars, and irregulars, in the 
pradice of phyfic, and furgery.. 
I : Internal medicines have m&t been more fuc- 
cei&fulv Hemlock and burnt Iponge, prepara- 
ticKis. of m^rctiry and antimony, have been aft 
^employed to remedy this difeafe, without the 
Jiccord of a fihgle fortunate event* Nor have 
Ionic remedies been ufed with greater advai^ 
>tage. The cold bath, fo far as my experience 
goes, has been uniformly detrimental, without 
: the fliadow of an exception. The Peruvian 
r bark; does not feem to pofTefs ahy. povtcrftfl 



[ 39 ] 

influence over this complaint, although it 
may be found feviceable in particular cafes, 
where colliquative fweats, and fymptoms of 
great weaknefe, feem to arife from the general 
debility of the habit, during the natural pro- 
grefs of the malady. 

Bathing in fea water, both warm and cold, 
has been, from the earlieft records of medicine, 
an ufiial practice in fcrophulous complaints* 
The elder Pliny* mentions it as a remedy ufed 

in his time for difeafed bones, as well as other 
diforders. In modern practice, it is notorious 
that for almofl: every difeafe, which can be tt- 
tributed to a ftrumous taint, patients refort to 
places fituated on the fea coaft, either for the 

I 

advantage of bathing in the natural marine 
clement, or for ufing it as a warm bath, and in 
fome cafes, to experience the alteration likely 
to refult from an exchange of the polluted 
atmolphere of a large city, for that of an open 

country near the fea. 

The benefits derived from this plan in 

* Hiflor. Natural. Lib* 30. cap. 6« 



[ 4Q ] 

many fcrophulous cafes, are. {o very obvious, 
that they leave no room for fccpticifm to 
quefiion their reality, and feem to warrant 
the propriety of trying the fame method of 
cure iu almoft all cafes that are evidently of 
the fame nature. It is neverthelefs certain^ 
t)^ fea Ipatbing is beneficial only in particular 

cai^s, and by no means, to be confidered as a 
fpecifijc remedy in every difeafe of a fcrophu- 
lous tendency. In maladies of tins defcription^ 
which principally affed the lungs, and other 
vijfcera, its efficacy is very problematical ; and 
even breathing in an air near the fea, has been 
accounted by phydcians to be prejudicial in 
pulmonary complaints.* 

It is not uncommon to find many cafes of 
the abfeefs. of the hip joint complicated with a 
delicate and irritably ftate of the lungs, which 
creates an infuperable objedion to cold f^ 
bathing. As this circumflance, however, does 
not always occur in the ftrumous indiipoiition 
of the bones of the hip joints a f emedy ib wcil 

* See Dr. Carmichael Sxojthi on CoMuiuptiom* 
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known as fea bathing is, to be powerfully 
adapted to counteract: fcrophulous tendency, 
ddferves a fair trial, and promifes to be ufe- 
ful, in the incipient ftages of the difeaie. It 
is not unlikely, but that, in an early period, 
fea air and fea bathing might check the ftru- 
mous taint, and otherwise invigorate the 
conf^itution fb far, that the part more imme-^ 
diately afFe£ted might refume a healthy tone. 

But in my own experience I have always 
found, that fea bathing is not to be depended 
upon, when the difeafe is confiderably adr 
vanced, that is, when violent pain, diftortion 
of the hip, contradlion and fliortcning of the 
limb take place, and manifeftly mark a preva- 
knt caries, and an impending danger of exter- 
nal fuppuration. In all fuch cafes fea bathing 
is frequently followed by Ibme of the moft 
dangerous fymptoms of this difeafe. 

There can be little doubt, but that every 
degree of motion, produced in diftempered 
bones, where the cartilages are known to bp 
abraded, muft be highly hazardous.* Now 

* It ii of the greacefi' importance to difting uiib thofo cuibf^ 
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it is almoft impoflible to have recourfe to the 
remedy of fea bathing, without irritating the 
parts by unavoidable motion ; and can there be 
any thing more likely to happen, than that 
the fridion of unfound or injured bones will 
create mifchief, out of all proportion, over- 
balancing any good, which can reafonably be 
cxpe£led, from the invigorating quality of fea 
bathing. 

Warm bathing, in a natural or artificial 

marine bath, is not liable to all the objections 

againft bathing ixi the open fea. 

. This is a remedy, which appears alfo from 

Pliny, to have had the fufFrage, and to have 

flood the teft of antiquity. It has been re* 

« 

vived, and adopted by modern furgeons, who 
continually experience the inefEcacy of the 
medicines, recommended in fcrophulcus com- 

in which perfed: and' abfolute reft of thr limb is neceflkiy, 
and every attempt to move it injurious, from thofe which de- 
rive advantage from motion. I believe the latter are of much 
kfi frequent occurrence than is ufually fuppofed^ although it 
is certain that benefit is fometimes derived from moving thie 
Hmb where the caufe of lamenefs is exterior to the joint |. 
but when caries,^ or a difpofition to caries, is manifefted by 
elongation and wafting of the limb, I have always feen the 
difeafe aggravated by every attempt at modon* £• 
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phtints ; but certainly, there are not yet on 
record a fufficient number of fuccefsful in- 
ftances of its ufefulnefs, to juftify fuch a den 
cided preference of warn) 1^ bathing,^ as to 
exclude the condderations, or fuperfede the 
ufe, of topical applications. 

Dr. Charlton, iu his treatiie on the Bath 
waters, has given a ihort account of this difeafe, 
and has publi^ed a few cafes, with a view of 

afcertaining the utility of warm bathing in 
this complaint. Thefe cafes are much in 
/avour of warm bathing, for which he is an 
advocate j and his account of the fymptoms of 
the difeafe is fo evidently copied from nature, 
that it would.be an injuftice riot to tranfcribe 
the whole. 

Without giving much credit to the mineral 
impregnation of the Bath waters, as materially 
ufeful in this complaint, I had conceived that 
the benefit, which Dr. Charlton's pati6nts re- 
ceived, might have been juft as well derived, 
merely from an immerfion in common warm 
water. Accordingly I recommended warm 
bathing in comn^on water, in fever al cafes t>f 
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die early ftage of the difeafe of the hip joiist> 
and geoerally found that my patients were 
relieved from fome of the moft painful fymf>»- 
toms, though the relief was not permanent. 
Noverthelefe, I ftill am of opinion, that the 
warm bath ought not to be altogethet re* 
jefted, as it docs not much interfere with the 
ttfe of topical remedies ; more efpeciaHyy that 
of bleeding by leeches* ; and it niight at all 
times be adopted widi con£derable advantagiAt' 
previoufi ta the application of blifters^ ov 6( 
thecairAic 

Dir. CJbavkosi, after reciting two caiEss o£ 
the difeafe in the hip- joint,, cured m tho 

* It has beea remarked, by Dr. Albers of Bremen, in a Tcry 
ufeful efTay on this difeafe, that Mr. Ford has raitherlM 
i^rongly inilflxd on the ufe of leeches in its firft flage* Tho 
opinion of Dr. Albers maffi ncceflarily hare great weight, 
when we confider the attentiicn^be hs$pind, and tkr rerf nih 
tenfive opportunity he has. of informing, himielf on the fub- 
]h& ; for he obferves, tKe dileafe is fo common in l^remeri> 
thiit oaft perfon inififty; ir lamte in co^feqftietice of it; I mchi 
tioned this to Mr. Ford, and he &id the application of leeches 
was very ufeful, and even, fometfmes, indti^nfable, when 
the pain axnitendernefs of th& joint wore^ viol«&t ; but'thalhc 
did not now ufe them fo frequently, or freely, . as formerly i 
for be foond that* perfiift' red*, with occafiblial blifteff, i^rtt 
y ftt p i ji d g qiiktc^ ta the tcmoval ef thcfi fymgH>mi* S« 
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Bath Hofpital, fays, that " patients are 
" frequently fent to Bath, whofe complaint^ 
*' ill the defcription given of their cafes, is 
'* (aid to be the fciatica, or hip gout. But 
" as the fymptoms of their difeafe are not 
" confined to the idea, which this term con- 
i*veys, I fliall here enumerate them." 
f •* If you enquire of thefc patients, where 
** their pain is fituated ? Some will point to 
** the groin ; fome to the great trocanter of the 
"thighbone; and others to the junftion of 
" the o8 innominatum with the os facrum. 
*• Temporary pains are alfo often fpoken of 
** hi the knee, the fiihi, and the ancle of the 

difeafed hmb. Pam in the acetabulum of 
•the OS innominatum, is frequently never 

mentioned, and many of thefe patients can 
'* bear to have the head of the thigh bone 
•* moved round in its focket, without the leaft 
'* »neafinefs. The difeafed limb is fometiraes 
** (hortcr than the found one ; but it is much 
** more frequently longer ; if the buttocks be 
** examined, that of the difeafed iide will be 
tj* found lower than that of the well fide. 
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I have feen fevcml iaftaiic0s, where the 
obtufe procefs of the os innomimtum has 
been an ijich and a ha,lf lower than its 
natural fituation.^^ 

" This 4iforder is fometimes brought on by 
coldsi which havpbe^o; caught by fitting 
on the damp ground., Somfetimes it is the 
confeqxicnce of external injuries, as falls, 
leaping down from high places, &c. and 
very often no affignablc reafbn can be given 
for it. It happens indifferently to perfbns 
of all ages and iJbnftitutions. I could never 
difcover, after the moft careful inquiry, thai 
thofe of fcrophulous habits, \v ere more 
liable to its attacks than others, who had 
ever been free from glandular obftruc-^ 
,tions.'' , 

" Its approaqhes are generally made by 
flow and almoft imperceptible degrees. A 
kind of wearinefs and inaptitude, to motion 
is at fir ft pferceived in .the? limb;: whi<ph| 
in children, has frequently been taken for 
fome trick the;^ had got in walking, till 
iJt^e fobfequent pains hav?, at length, given 
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** but too convincing a proof to the contrary^ 
" The miferable patient often long languiflies 
" under this cruel difeafe. His pain grows 
" more continual and more violent. Inflam- 
" mation arifes, matter is formed,. a heftic 
" fucceeds, and he dies tabid. Or, if the ab- 
" Icefs breaks, or is opened, the flux of 
" matter is ufually more than his ftrength 
" can fupport, and he finks under the dif- 
" charge." 

« 

** Dr. Oliver juftly remarks, that, whea 
** the cafe is recent, and the patient young, 
** our waters frequently effedl a cure. To 
" which I muft add, that when the difeafe 
" has been of long {landing, they feldom do 
** much- fervice, and if the parts are much in- 
" flamed, but particularly if matter is formed, 
** the ufe of them is highly injurious.*' 

" Our ufual method of treating fuch c^fes 
" is as follows : we do every thing we can to 
•• prevent inflammation, or, if it exift, to re-' 
*' move it. We depend more on the exter- 
" nal, than on the internal ufe of the waters. 
" And fuch patients are ufUally reftrained 
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** from drinking them, till the difcafc begins 
** to give way ; and even then they are pre* 
*' fcribed in fmall quantity, and are fbme- 
" times {bftened with milk, or cooled with 
" Ipirit of nitre. We frequently purge fuch 
patients, and with advantage. Some of 
them require^ and are benefitted by mercu-. 
rial phyfic. . Bleeding is not omitted, cup* 
** ping of the part is exceedingly ferviceable, 

" and emetics are often very ufeful. All thefe 
*^ feveral evacuations are repeated during a 
" courfe of bathing, as circumflances de** 
"mand.'* 

" When the patient bears bathing well, 
** that is, if his pain is not increafed by it, and 

** more particularly if it abates bis pain, we 
** rcafonably entertain hopes of his recovery. 
" But bathing, though it fhould confiderably 
^* leffen the lymptoms of the difeafe, yet it 
** is not always able to perfeft its cure. In 
^* this cafe, we have rccourfe to the pump^ 
^* and thie fuccefs anfwers our wifbes. This 
** application, hbwcver^ mufl be made with 
** great caution; and (hould immediately be 
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"dcfiftedfrom, if the pain is encreafedby 
it. Under the circumfUnces of the patient^s 
being relieved, though not cured by bathing, 
" and, yet unable to bear the pump, I have 
** known him receive the greateft adyan- 
^* tages from emet;ic3, and the application of 
^' lime cataplafms, ibmetimes of blifters, to 
** the difeafed parts/' 

.*V When bathii^g m^kcs fuch patients fe- 
*' verifh, and iiicreafes their pains, no benefit 
" is to be expedcd from it ; particularly if 
^rafter carefully repeated trials, thefe effcds 
" are conftantly obfervcd. And if they arcT 
" fent to us in the lafl: ftages of the diieafe, 
" when matter is formed in the part, which 
" too frequently happens, we are obliged to 
^^ return them to their homes, as ibon as 
" poffible." 

Topical bleedings, blifters, fetohs, and iiTues 
come next under confideration« as means 
which have a general tendency to retard the 
progrefe^ and countera£t the operation, of a 
flxumous affeftiop of the hip joint^ in its early 
ilate. £ 
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Blecfdiiig with leeches has long l)efcn fouttd, 
by experience, a remedy of great efficacy 'in 
eheckihg inf{ammati6n& of external parts, and 
confecjuently, is well calculated to prevent 
the formation of an ibfcels. It has in modern 
praftice been ufed with great freedom, and 
attended with fome fticccfs, in tumours of a 
fcirrhous tendency and likewife in deep-featcd, 
ftrumous dilbrders, DbuMefs, whatever ha* 
a well-known and powerful influence, in re- 
tarding external inflammations, may naturally 
be (uppofed, not to be altogether inert, when 
applied to thofc parts, which are lefs fuper- 
ficid. 

It is known, however, that in this, and 
many other fcrophulous difeafes, the inflam- 
matory diathefis is indolent during its firft 
attack ,^ and is not difcovcrable by the ulual 
lyniptoms of acute pain, and fever. On the 
contrary, the patient frequently appears ta bd 
in a low enervated ftate, with a quick fiilatt 
pulfe, and a variety 6f fymptorii^ indicatitig 
the propriety of adopting a tonic rather thaii 
an antiphlogifl:ic pbn. 
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It happens alfe, not? unfrequently, that fuN 

gical alEftisince is not folicitdd oti its earlieft^ 

necofCty ; the difeafe being apt in the fifff 

indance to be miftaken for ' rhemnatifiny 
or ibkttica iii adultfe^ atsd equally liabb^ at' 

that early period^ to bd iniipiited in younger 

fiii^ds^ to indolence^ to worms in the intef!^ 

tines^ or to accidental dontuiions of the muP 

cvkr parts; 

Wcim couch experience of thtf good, efie^d 
i^f repeated applications cl* leeches in ftrumoos 
a%^£tiohs of the knee, and of other joints, I 
conceivaBf that fuch a mode (^1>leedi9g Would 
be very ufeful in the beginning of tht-dSfyaSh 
of the hip joint. I even think it might be ufed^ 
and with great ddvttkU^in'^mbtc advMftced 
ihtte cf tile dUt^rder, ptreVknis tb^ or in coft*^ 
jiili€lidn with, 6th«" Amplications, when thtf 
gtfefat 2Bbd prlndpal db^edt is, to prevent ati 
cktemai fii{^UAtip!», 

®at' altfeioi!!^' Wbeding by leeches, or by 
icii*ili<»liiftM,^b^ ycry ufeful ittid 

4^3Hj fefoi fis^ it can lurfdly be thought cttpa* 
bte 0f ^flfeailfe' uai^^ a coroplcte-akira- 
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tioa for the better, in a bone which is already 
carious, or has at Icaft a manifeft ftrong ten- 
dency to become fo. 

The topical application of blifters is recom-* 
mended, from general and foccefsful praftice, 
in difeafes nearly allied to this of the hip joint. 
Inflammations in the cavity of the abdomen, 
and of the thorax, arifing either from flidden 
caufes or from ftrumous afFeftions of the 
vifcera, are known to be relieved by blifters 
applied over the difeafed parts. Their appli- 
cation is undoubtedly ferviceable, on the firft 
appearances of «norbid difpofitionin.the bones, 
whether it arifes from ftrurfaous taint, or acci^^ 
dental injuries. , > \ • 

Caries, or a4iipQ{itiQn to caries manifefted by 
a thickened periofteuoi^ arid^ppareai enlarge- 
ment of the bone, in the clavicle, ulna, radius, 
tibia, or any of the bon^s, which lie near the 
furface of the body^ in the joint of the wrift> 
that of the elbow, and evenjthe fenpe,, is^(ie- 
raUy relieved, and often cp red; by tjijte repealed 
applications of blifters ;to the affefted parts. 

la enlargement of thf;;j([4|\$s of the fingers. 
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proceeding from a ftrumous conftitutioii, aiid 
in tl;iat enlargement caufcd by external acci- 
dents^ the beneficial efficacy of blifters, re- 
peatedly applied round the aflfefted part, is 
inconteftible. Under this application,. the en- 
largement obvioufly fubfidcs,, the crepitation 
between thebone^, theconfequence of abra- 
lion of the cartilages, ceaies to be felt, when 
the blifter begins to operate, the ufe of the 
joint is efFedually recovered^ aqd ; anc^y lofis 
prevented. 

De Haen in his treatife " De Morbo Cox-» 
.. aric-affi^s in . a certainty, from hi, 
own experience, and that of Boerhaaye, that 
many patients have been . relieved ia this dil^ 
eafe, by the repeated applications of blifters; 
he regrets however, that every prognoftic is 
doubtful, the utmoft uncertainty arifing, as 
he Jthinks^ from the great variety of caufes, 
which may give birth to the difeafe, and from 
the diverfity of the parts which uaay be af- 
feaed, 

The real nature of the evil, he fays, is 
abiblutely unknown, any father than as kjifi 
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mani^fted by its effcGts. As to the icat c^ 
the jdifea&^'hfi confidcrs it, as exifiing in' the 
integuments, in the cellular membrane, the 
menbranbus iafcia, the mufcles, the involu* 
erum of the ifchjadic nerve, the periofteum 
of the bctte, the capfblar ligament, the car- 
tilages, the Bttne itfelf, the glanrdula innomi- 
nata^ the ligamehtum teres, or finally, in all 
the above mentioned parts together. 

In this ddbripdon, the caufes^ and the con- 
fequcnces of the complaint, are perhaps inac^ 
curately blended together. If the difeafe 
originated in the integuments, or in the 
fiiper£cial parts, there is the greateft rea(bn tb 
believe tiiat topical bleedings, add blifters, 
wovW iceomplifh an efSjiftual cure. But to 
judge in Jthis cafe from anatomical rea(bi)ing8, 
drawn from difeafes where the cffeds of exter- 
nal treatment are more obvious to our (enfes, 
there appear to be many, and great obje^dns 
againil our adopting the opinion of De Haen 
on the hip difeafe, as perfeftly juft, and'6iis- 
fadlory. * 

^Therft id.au infuperable difficulty in our 
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CQQCeivingi ofii the <)ne hand^ thsit the m^iK 
fyrmod either iti» or aear tkp c^Uulstt fi^efn^ 
brane, fhould force its way iu^ward throii^ 
Arong ligaments and tendou^ to deflroy the 
joint, infteadjc£ puihing outward^ as is wi^ 
known to do inviariahiy, in aU other (>arts^ 
where jRrong ligamentous^ or bony compage^ 
do not intervene to refift znd fruftratc ks extern 
nai appearance. Whereas, on the other handi 
tbereis the greateft facility ia exphiniog &ti8«^ 
h&xmly^ the fuppuratioa. If this priiatcipiie fat 
TejeSred, thole important fymptoms of itlus dif^ 
cafe muft ftill remain unexplained, or ihex* 
pficaUe. But it may be recollei^ed her^^ that 
this aflumed principle has been icdnfidcred as 
ufacft, apparently well founded, €nda&ertaiu{id 
by mtuitionin the cafe belbre related. : , r 
The application of bUfters to the hip* k^f^ 
doubt, very ferviceable m the earlier fliagcs qf 
its difeafe ; it has even been known to pro- 
duce cures, and will gener^y, in that ftatc 
of the complaint, fufpend a difpofition to 
caries in the bone. Ncverdielcfs it is ftill a 
poicyt of great doubtfulnefs, whether this ap« 
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plicttioa alone may be ftcufdy relied upon^ 
for filch an efie^hial cu^e of the difeafe, as will 
to a certainty prevent its* return. 

The propriety, and efficacy of fuch an ap* 
plication in caies of difeafed bcMies, which lie 
near the furface of the body, . cannot bo con* 
troverted ; but it rauft be confeffed at the fame 
time, that an application of this nature, may 
not be equally beneficial, when the difeafed 
bone, or the morbid afFe£tion is more remote 
from the furface, and confequently, not 'Co 
imimediately fubjeded to the aftion and power 
crfbliflers. 

It may be alledged indeed, that the ampli- 
tude of the furface irritated, and the copioufnefs 
of the difcharge proceeding from an extenfive 
fore, may well be fuppofed to compenfate in 
fbme meafure for the diflance of the blifler 
from the affefted part- After allowing to this 
argument its full force, and admitting, that 
even in many unpromifing cafes, bliflering 
may be very beneficial, fefpecially when fa- 
voured by the conflitution and habits of the 
patients ; fiill it is conceived, that this ap-^ 
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plication > cannot be- confidered «s- fuliy ade* 
quate tottecndre removal ^ of ftich deep- 
feated'difeaie^as lattienef^^ *fr&{n?icaries of the 
cotyloid cavity <if tlie hip joint, or incur- 
vaticm of the fpine^ from caries of the ver- 
tebra. ' 

Various ftiroulating plaifters and cataplafnw 
have been recommended by maliy medical 
writers, for the rehef of this complaint, and 
thepradice is evidently founded on the fame 
rational principles as the application of blifters^ 
with iimilar intentions. For my own part, 
I have not had much perfbnal experience of 
their efficacy, nor do I know that they have 
lately been much employed in this country, vx 
the treatmnt of this difeafe. They are how- 
ever recommended on good authoritits, and 
merit more exteAfive trial. 

De Haen very candidly relates the cafe of 
a patient labouring under the hip difeafe, 
whom he acknowledges to have teafed with a 
repetition of blifters. The patient left him 
by no means cured, but was afterwards re- 
licved by ail old woman, who applied a plaifter 
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&m ^ whole thigh. It wta a cQmpa&thiii^ 
of gum maftichf powdered andiormed with 
re^iti^d ^puit &£ Wine into tho; cdniiitence of 
a pUifler. Availii^g himfelf of this feiiit, 
De Haen ^terward$ uicd* in fevcral inftaitccs 
of thiS difeafe, a compofition of quick. jttnci 
mixed with hotaey,; / 

^tiusj Paulus ^gineta, and Shenckius^ 

fccommftud fUcnulating piaiAers for the ikme 
purpofe. Certainly it is not unreafonable to 
fuppoiie, tliat a permanent irritation kept over 
the difeafed parts may often be more efiica<*> 
cious than a blifler, the irritation of which is 
only teinpprary, with a purulent difcharge 
very variable • 

Of all the known applications of this nature, 
the moft powerful fcems to be the following 
plaifter, recommended by Dr. Swediar, l:.ond. 
Med. Jour ft. Vol. I. p. 198. 

R Gumm. Ammoniac. 3j. 

Aetti* facillitic. q. f. ut fiat Emplaftrunit 
Quo pars affe<fta tcgatur. 

I h^ve found this plaifler, which by fprinkling 
it witli powdered fquills, is eafily rendered 
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more irritafting than i^ here prcfcribed^ u(efbt^ 
asatopical rem^jr, in fome fcrophuleus aflfec- 
tims ; t^t ktkhe^hip ^ifeafe^ it has not hither* 
to anfwercci my expoiftations. 

A pra^Sice -has feeen lately revived, ^nd-is 
at pre&nt very generally purfued, for the relief 
of the complaii^t under confideration, which 
coniifts chiefly in making a large iflue, by 
cauAic, near the part afle6led. It is adopted 
on the recommendation, and warranted Ijy th# 
experience, of very celebrated medical writers, 
and has in its favour the frequent good efie^s 

which iffues'made in this manner are known 

< 

toprttduce in diieafes fimilar to this of the 
hip joint. 

The principal objeft in the earlieft ftages of 
this complaint is, to rei;nedy a caries, or to 
flop that difpoiition to caries, which, if not 

« 

checked during its advancement, has a nece£> 
tsiry tendency to deftroy not only the joint, 
and the limb, but likewife the life of the patient. 
Even in the fubfequent period of this dit 
eaie, when the caries fb vifibly manifefls its 
exiilence« that there can be no farther doubt 
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about its having taken place,' when thd thigh 
bone is ihorteiled, and the mod unfavounble 
"^lymptpnis (hew, that the affeifited parts are 
haftening rapidly to complete dcftrudlion, it is 
of the utmoft confcquencc to the patient,, to 
adopt a pradice, which is likdy to favour the 
quiet formation of anchylofis, and prevent the 
difturbance and obftru^on, to which that 
prQpefs would unavoidably be expofed, by 
jm external fu^ppuration. 

.That thefe ends may be anfwered, and the 
happieft efFedkin this way produced, by means 
of an artificial drain, or an irritation excited 
negir.the difeafed bone, is, obvious from the 
general adion of blifters on bones in a mor- 
bid ftate, and may be farther credited from 
the numerous obfervalions, which may be 
ct>lIe<Sled from the writings of the moft able 
pra<Sioners, fince the time of Hippocrates^ to 
that of Mr. Pott, who feems to have afcer* 

tained it beyond the poflibility of doubt in 

. - ' ' " '. ' . ■'...- ' •• ■ ' '■ 

his treatife on the incurvation of the fpine? 

from caries. 

Inquilies after remedies^ from the writers * 
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o£ antiquity^ are not generally re W^arded with 
many valuable acquifitions. The defcriptions ^ 
which they give of difeafes, are acknowledged 
to be for the mpft part faithful and accurate, 
but there is not always equal good reafon to 
pnufe the felicity of their methods of cure ; ^ 
nor can the moderns boaft with truth of 
bcmg fo happy as to have furpaffed thcfti 
very far in curing this difeafe of the hip joint. 
In the modern treatment, the moil rational, ^ 

and beneficial plans, 'arcx^erived from the 
ancients, and are principally to be afcribed to 

their (kill, and ingenuity. The practice of 
(cfL bathing, both warm and cold, of topical 
bleeding, of ftimulating the furface by blifters 
or other irritating applications, and of making 
topical ifliiies bycauftic, bear honourable tef- 
timony to the accurate and clinical obfeirya- 
tions of the great fathers of phyfic, and fur- 
gcry, of whom it is difficujt, if not impoffible 
to think, without an immediate recolledion 
of Hippocrates, from whofe wcniderful pene* 
txation and lagacity hardly any thing, which 
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af{e£(3s the health of vosmi &ems to haveenv 

« 

ticcly cffcaped. 

To the vaft ftorcs of medical knowledge 
which he pofTejiTedy hi» comprehenfive jnind 
appeatjs to have been in the habitual exdircife' 
of adding, froftj . every Q&euixiftance of a; .pa- 
(iiolo^^ tiature^ which catne undier his ex^ 
tj^iifiivfef Axljfilcute olbfervatioru It wbuldibe 
vain fo alled^^ that he ha^ not been furpafied/ 
ill aaatoifiicftl .kupwkdge; but all hii wH- 
tlxigSy and elpeciiUy his aphorisms, ** quor 
*^ jam fenex ct cogixitior corapofuit," a^>i4 
tfaroughiDUt the moft ftriking evidences of 1- 
fUpefitir and accurate knowledge of the vaii« 
0U6 di^afes, to which the' human frame i^ 
fiable^ 

At the- condufiofil of th6^ fixth ^aibft'df 
thcvt admirable work, there ^re two affhoriims? 
<rdative to the hip difeafe, which art worthy 
^a nlore full and critic^ ac^dtirirt^ thdn i^ 
be ^ven in a work of ihfe n*iare; or properljf^ 
inserted as notes bebw ; I muO: thei^fora re^ 
fer toact appendex on this {nh^t&y contain* 
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ing^ a-few^ remark* WfthNthieh T w&s ftVoafWc!' 
by arKter^y frifeft* t^I --• . ; :; * ,; .^i 

To eKpiairiand juftify thfe variaftidft frotri' 
the firft edition m^is ^atitl fame foUttwiiig 
psgcsiy it ii neciefTafy the rek^ ihooTd be ac- 
quadnied' with Ch^^fbu^^fices that Harve 
dceiafioned theife. 'The Editor is therefbrtr' 
cijliged to thbkb-ii' ciditfideV^Ble additioR ^ttf,' ' 
»ht 'k f6r§(iizd6d cthfe aliittKU' inuft aht! #btdd> 

» • . • • • 

have* donef,*^ liad he 4ived to republifH' his' 
work. • 

About t«Ho years ago, Mr. Brjrift Ci'^WtKef , 
Meiiift)er of the' Rtfj^dl 'Coll6g«* of " Sargediir 
ia-lohdon, attd^i^eWrt^' BrideweH ahd' 
Bethlem Hofpitald, publifhed a book' ott' 
" Tbe' Difeafe o# thie Jotat*, &c: comrtiefrily 
wiled Wkite 'Sv^rdlfegf" &d'^ Ih page-23^, 

■ ... • • • r • 

he refers ^te t^is woiffc, ami fpcaks of itin the 
ft^wing very refpeftful maiiiier. 

*• C^ the hip affeftion I have^ great fitfefetr-' 
** tioft larFefering theTc^lfei^- tb the exidrelldrt' 
** obfervatibfis of tor. Fordj \vhich ^iM ftir- 
'* niflt the requifite piratSical ihformatioti oti' 
** this very ifittj)ortaiit^«bfe€f. Byiihn* pbiht- * 
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^ing out a fburce ofrnQi^ copious 4n|lruc^ 
*^ tion, I conceive that I apologize fufficientlj^ : 
^^ for the fmall number an4 defultory nature 
^^ of my own obfcrvatioos.'* 

This author ^her indulges hid ^i&tisfadion^ t 
and enhances his compliments to Mr. Ford^ 
by taking a plate or two from his book, for 
the benefit and embellifhment ^of his own^ 

^ving thusy though tfacltly, .an unfufpiciau^ 
tefUn^ony .th?t he held thia work in high 

cftimation. Notwithftandmg this, doubtlefs, 

he was ftiil at liberty to cenfur^, ^s vvelj as to 

comnaend ; and had an u^gueftionable right 

to remark with freedom aadqaodour op w^t 
he thought reprehenfible in it* ;? 

But furcly it appears to Ijc; an ungracious 
return for an obligation^ ai^^. rather bQi;d9ring 
on unthankflilaefs for the greafe Satisfaction, 
it had afforded him, tO: animadvert with un^ 
becoming warmth, and a degrp^ of; aiffcrity 
that^ the occafipn did npt; call ^oi;^; on^ the 
tranilations of the- two aphftrifms given, in 
this place of the former edition, and on th^ 
recnarks in fupport of theiPj^ i^ i^appendixr « • 
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Certainly the animadverfions might have 
been made more pleafant, without making 
them lefs forcible ; and as they might have 
been Ibftencd without injury, they might too 
have been (hortened with advantage to hi^ 
argument ; no good end whatever could have 
been fruftratcd, either by proper politure, or 
judicious curtailment ; and while Mr. Crow- 
ther ftudicd to write fortiter in re, he needed 
not to have deviated from the good old rule 
of writing fuaviter in modo. 

The reader, after getting through thirteen 
pages of thefe animadverfions will moft pro- 
bably join with Mr. Crowther in the propri- 
ety of the following obfervation. ** It may 
" be objefted, that more has been laid with 
*J re{pc<9: to thefe aphorifins^ than in a prafl:i* 
" cal fenfc, they may leem to deferve," Ne* 
verthelefs, though he h^d declared, three 
pages before, " that it was really painful tp hig 
" feelings to advert again to thei^ aphorifms,*' 
be adds, after all, a note of full four pages 
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more, of much clofcr printing, and in much 
imaller type, on this pain-giving fubjeft. 

Mr. Ford, to haften the republication that 
has eventually devolved upon me, prevailed 
,on the friend abovcmentioned to take thefe 
animadverfions into his coniideration, and 
very ibon after he received from him the re- 
fult of his examination. In this MS, dated 
March 11, 1808, with a view of (hortening 
difagreeable diiputations, he Aates very parti* 
cularly what he wiflies to be, either altered in 
ihe text, or added in the appendix of this ie^ 
-condedirion. 

Here he wifhes it to be noticed, that, in 
what fenfe ibevej? they have been interpreted, 
the aphorifins mentioned in this place clearly 
anfwer the purpofe of Mr. Ford's referenoc j;o 
them, and efFcdually juftify the fairnels of his 
inference from them. They eftablifh, be- 
yond denial or difpute, the doctrine of this 
book on the venerable authority of the Father 
of Medicine, and prove, what they are quoted 
to prove, that the mode of remedying the dif- 
eaie this book treats of, approved and recom* 
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mended by Mr Ford, was adopted and prac^ 
tifed by Hippocrates. 

It does not affbft the propriety of the refer- 
ence herq to these aphorjifbjs, or the juftnefs 
of the inference deduced from them ; whe- 
ther the word \^is-cc]oci be tranflated exftatj or 
excidit^ " ftandij out", or *^ falls out*' ; or 
whether the words sijltitttsi TxraXiy be interpreted 
incidit retro^ ^' falls in behind," or incidit 
iterum ^* falls in again';'* nor whether jj^vj^ou 
be tranflated l^ matter pr mucufes," pus or 
jnucus. 

So long as the Uft word of the bft apho- 
rifm, remains unquefHoned and unqueftion- 
.able, io long as KocvQcocrtv ^* cauterized" cannot 
be got rid of, as fpuripus, or an interpola- 
tion, it cannot ppffibly be denied, that the 
celebrated phyfician, who reckoned himfelf 
the leventeenth in a lineal defcent from iEfcu- 
lapius, and who lived about 400 years before 
the Chriftian aera, under the name of Hippo-, 
crates, was perfeftly ** ienfible of the great 
" ufe of iflues made by cauftic, towards ef* 
f * fc£king .the cuj^ of the difeafed hip joint 
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•* aiid treated this complaint in a mode {imt- 
^* lar to what is now pradtifed.'* 

The editor, who now fees he (hall have but 
little, if any farther occafion, to deviate from 
the text of the firft edition, excepting inv 
khe appendix to it, (hall give here a faithful 
tranflation only in plain Engli(h, of the twa 
aphorifms properly referred to in this place. 
It conveys, indeed, with but little difference, 
the very fame meaning as the former inter- 
pretation ; but it is expreflfed in a (impler and, 
fhorter wav, and the refult of reconfideration; 
moft evidently with a finccre defire of renr 
flering'it lefs liable to' the diflike of Mr. Crow* 
ther, and more acceptable to his learned friend. 

With the copper-plates, and all the notes 
prepared for a new edition, the tranflator^^ 
MS was very obligingly prefented to me by 
my uncle's relift. Mr. Ford had made no al- 
teration in it, long as it had been in his pof- 
(elSioh, although, for all his modefty, he- wias 
hr from being unflcilled lii the original text.^ 

Even with refpedt to the more loo(e and 
liberal trjaflations^ of which Mr. Crowther 
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lays, (horefco referens) "that in his mind, 
*' they implied a charge of profeffipjial igno-» 
" ranee, want of fenfe, and incapacity of pre-^ 
" didion againft Hippocrates,"* Mn Ford 
affirms, that they ftated that venerable phy-* 
'fician's doftrine in a way very '^' clear, and 
^^ comprehcnfible to thofe who are converfant 
*' with the difeafe, by the appearances . q£ 
" which, he conceived himfelf authorized to 
*' fay that the interpretation was fupported/'f* 

The tranflations being now made more li-r 
teral, are rendered lefs exceptionable; moft.of 
the objeftions to them are no longer appli- 
cable, and they seem, in their more fimple 
and concife forms, lefs diffimllar to the ftyle 
and manner of Hippocrates. 

Jn <;oniideration of this, and for the reaibns 
above-mentioned, the editor is perfuaded that 
the author in his intended republication, had 
determined to adhere ftridly to the reconfi- 
^red interpretation of his friend, and to have 

• Sec Mr. Crowther'a book on the Difcafc of the Jpiftt*, 
Jfc. p. 587, , ^ 

^ See the firft editiojx of tlus.work, pages 63* an.* W 
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glvfeh it, and the additional arguments in its 
flipport, as I fliall do both here and in the ap- 
pendix, in the ipjijjinia verba of his friend. 

By the rejeftion of every thing hypotheti- 
cal, and the fubftitution of plainer words in 
trie ftead of technical terms, an interpreta- 
tion of the very lame meaning with that in 
the preceding edition, feems to be expreflfed 
with fequal clearnefs, and more precifion, 
Itilbmuch, that it appears to have left no good 
ground for entering into niore learned logo- 
tnachies. 

tlippocratis " Aphorifmi:* Sedt. VL 

Aph. 59. " In fuch as labour long under 
** the hip difeafe, the hip bone ftands dtit 
*^ before, there is a falling in behind, in 
** them matter liipervenes/' 

^Aph 60. " In fuc1)i as labour longer under 
<* difeafe of the hip, the hip bone ftands 
" out, the limb waftes, and they become 
" cripples if they be not cauterized/' 
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' It is evident, prima facie ^ that thefe two 
aphorifms refer to two (JifFercnt periods of 
the hip difeafe, and that the fixtieth is fupple- 
mentary to the fifty-ninth. It is almofl: 
equally fuperfluous to obferve, that although 
the former obvioufly bears on the fubjeft of 
this book, and merits due confideration ; it is 
the latter however that is more immediately 
pertinent to this particular part of it, where 
the author is fpeaking of the ufe and benefit 
of iffues made by cauftics. 

Need the editor lay, or apologize for his 
faying, that, on mature confideration, the 
preceding new verfion of both aphorifms far- 
ther illuftrated and confirmed as it is in the 
(equel, appears to him, as it did to Mr. Ford, 
more eligible and fatisfaftory than any of the 
interpretations whether in Latin or in Englifh, 
which, however various, are not effentially 
different from each other. They (hall be 
given, as before, feithfuUy, with the addition 
of one or two more, in the appendix, and 

« 

fubmitted fairly to the judgment, and freely 
to the choice of the reader. 



[ 72 ] 

Should the verfion adopted here, be rejefiked 
merely for its novelty, or be ftill thought too 
general, or too concife, or not fufficiently 
warranted, as the true meauing of the ori- 
ginals, to ufe the modeft language of the 
author, *' I (hall not pretend to defend it by 
affuming an air of critical Ik ill in Greek 
literature, but refer the reader to the remarks 
in the apendix, and the additional reafons there 
aflligned by the tranflator, both for his go'mg 
fo far, and for his not going any farther from 
the verfion given in the foregoing edition. 

The editor has now done, what he knows 
would have been done by the author, had he 
lived to fee his^ intended new edition through 
the prefe ; and, has, as briefly as poffible, 
Communicated the information judged requi- 
fite to explain, and juftify the variatioi|6. 
from the firil: publication of this work. 

The reader will therefore be pleafed to 
obferve, that he is now entering again into 
the fequel of Mr. Ford*s argument, who, 
after a proper reference to thefe aphorifins of 
Hippocrates and a juft inference from them, 
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proceeds next to confider the praftice of his 
commentator, with refpe£t to iflues made by 
cauftics. , . 

-^ Galen, in his commentary on thefc apho- 
rifms, maintains the meaning of Hippocrates 
to be, that an external wound fhould be made 
by cautery to prevent the fiibfequent evils of 
the malady. There are befides, two other 
paflages, in the writings of Hippocrates, 
which, if taken in conjunftion with the pre- 
ceding aphorifms, feem to imply that a cau- 
tery, in his opinion, ought to be ufed early 
in the difeafe of the hip joint, to prevent fup- 
{>uration. The fame paflages fuggeft a very 
probable conjefture, tha Hippocrates, in his 
own mind, afcribed a want of fuccefs in the 
cafes of Hecafbn and Cyrenius, two patients 
afflifted with the hip difeafe, to the omiffion 
of the cautery, in an early period of the dif- 
temper*. 

♦ Hippocratit lib. Epidcm. V. pag. 341. Edit. 
CharteriK 

EjufJcm lib. Dc interois AfFeftionibus, torn. 7, pag. 677, 
Edit. Charterii. 
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Celfus prcfcribes the ufe of the cautery, in 
the treatment of the hip difeafe, and dirt6ks 
the mode of performing the operation. He 
orders the hip joint to be cauterized in three 
or four places^ and advifes the ulcers not to 
be healed up, but to be kept open, until the 
complaint is removed.* 

Paulus ^gineta likewifef , and MtmsX 
recommend the cautery, in this complaint, as 
do alio various authors of more modern date. 
Profper Alpinus,§ and Ambrofe Parey,(| ought 
to be particularly mentioned as advocates for 
this practice, and Schenckius^ tells of a phy- 
lician, who acquired reputation from curing 
it by cauftic, but he does not mention his 
iliode of applying it, and fays only, that the 
wound fhould be kept open for fix months. 

In ftill more modern pradice, we find the 
illuftrious Boerhaave, and De Haen, prefcrib- 

* Celfi Opera, lib. IV. cap. 22. 

t P»uli jEginctsB Opera, lib. VI. cap. 76. 

t iEtii Bafil. Edit. p. 640. 

§ P. Alpinus> De Mcdicina uEgyptiorum, lib. III. cap. 12. 

11 Amb. PaVey. lib. XVII. cap. 23. 

f\ Schcnckii Obfcrvat. lib. V. pag. 673. 
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ihg topical iffues for the hip difeafe. The 
former with great confidence recommends 
this mode of treatment, as will appear from 
the following quotation : " Sumatur caute- 
•* rium valde ignitum, cum annulo, a quo an- 
nulo profunditas inuftionis determinatur, ct 
hoc applicatur coxendici hac ratione omnes 
** hi ^gri curantur, et puto, quod (i haec 
" methodus femper in hoc cafu eflet adhibita, 
^^ ex centum hominibus, qui nync claudicant, 
'^non unus claudicaret*." Praxis Medica^ 
pars y.pag. 380. 

* It is really ** foroewhat extraordinary," that with this 
|>affage feithfuUy quoted in Mr* Ford's work, mth which he 
was Joubtlefs cpnverfant, before the publicatioti of his own 
pamphlet. Dr. Falconer ihould afiirm, as he does, pages 48 
and 49, that •* neither Boerhaave, nor Van Swieten give 
** any defcription of it, (the hip cafe) nor fuggeft any rente- 
** dies or indications of cure worth repeating, and that they 
*^ both had confounded this difeafe with ilieumatifni and 
'* finadc^ with which it has little or no connexion,'' Sec. 

Until the pailage quoted above (liall be proved fpurious, it 
is noTeafyto conceive, how it can be well faid, that the illus* 
trious Boerhaave had not fuggeHed any remedy for tht 
compliant in queltion, worth repeating. Boerhaave's com- 
mentator too^ hst$ given a defcription of a hip dileafe 
-abridged from a long narrative of a curious caie by La Motte 
in his •* Tr«t6 complet de Chirurgie," Tome IV. p. 867, 
and seq. which it feems Very difficult td believe that Van 
Swieten c6uld confouud with rheumatifin, or fciat^a^ with 
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Chefton, in his pathological inquiries, men- 
tions c?iuftics with approbation, and recom- 
mends their ufe, for the white fwellmg in 
the knee, a difeafe fimilar to this of the hip 
joint. .♦ 

Kirkland like wife, relates an inftance of a!, 
complete cure of a difeafe of the knee joiijtt, 
under the direftion of a farrier, who efFefted 

cither of which it fcems to have little or no connexSonf sind* 
from which it appears to be clearly diftinguiftied. 

Moreover, with refpe6l to M. de Hacn, who, he fays^ has 
left a treatife of 38 pages, *' de Morbo Coxario," Dr F^lcoper. 
even doubts, **ifhe was properly acquainted with the dif- 
*^ eafe as diftin6l from rheumatifm, fciattca, and the efFe(^s of . 
" external violence." The Dr. indeed acknowledges thiH 
** Van Swicten appears to have borrowed fotoe Jnforroiation 
*^ on the fubje«5t from Cotiinnlu^'* but of what Van t>\VieteiY 
borrowed from Cotunnius, he makes no more mention ^hirtf 
he does of what he himfelf has borrowed from the preceding 
edition of Mr. Ford*b obfervations. 

Van Swieten however has given a more accurate defcrip* 
tion of the hip difeafe, than any of his prcdeceflprs, and 
fHU farther, to fliow that he diftinguiftied it from every 
other cO'mplaint with which it might be confounded, it isV^ry 
obfervable tha^he has, with the niceft difcrimination^ feb^ted 
from the long ftatemcnt that La Motte has given of the cafe, 
jtift fuch circumftances onlyj as have an immediate relation to 
the difeafe. Rejeding much the greateft part of the long 
narrative of the French author, lie takes particular notice of 
the elongated limb, of its fubfequent abbre\^iation, peculi- 
arly chara£leriftical of the hip difeafe, of the for matioll of 
abfcefs, and of the final cure by ianchylofis, £• 
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hby pacansof a cauftic, which penetrated no 
deeper than the fkin. 

To recur to the veterinary art, it may be 
rccoUefted that Bracken, a well-known writer, 
and an attentive obferver of fafts,- remarks, 
that he had (tti\ inftances of the good efFe(3:s 
crf^cauterifing^ in the difeafes of joints of the 
human body. He particularly takes notice df 
a cure of this kind, performed by a travelling 
empiric, in the mode recommended by th^ 
gntients, of laying on cauftics in fb great a 
{lumber, that he found ten at one time on the 
patient ; the application however was ufeful, 
and the event finally fuccefsful. 

But it is not on the bafis of authorities, 
however numerous, that the reputation of a 
remedy can be permanently eftabliflied ; ex- 
perience muft juftify its preference. The 
inefficacy of other means lus long induced me 
to give the cauftic an extenfive trial in dif- 
eafes of jdnts. The refult of my experi- 
ments confirms me in a favourable ppinipn of 
it ; and I am ^ell perfuaded, that many fuf- 
fercrs from. this difcafe, have recovered the 
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entire ufc of their limb, by having Iiad a large 
ifliie on the hip ; who would otherwife have 
been expoied to the rifle of a tedious illiiefs, 
almoft inevitably terminating in ^deatb^ or 
jMXcbylofis of the joint. 

IO)the courfeof the prefent obferyation^^ it 
is aot intended to ilate particularly the manner, 
ja which blifters or i0iies operate, but merdj 
to confider, if they are, in any way of a^ing, 
capable of producing bendicial effects. It ba$ 
.boen fuggefted, that the application of iifnes 
to the back, for the difeafe of the carious 
fyhie^ does not in reality contribute to tl;^ 
cure, but that it is prgduced eventually by 
mature alone. 

It lias likewise ibeqn doubted, whether the 
continued purulent drain from the iflue Jia3 
%iiy good eScO: ; as it is faid^ that all the ad* 
vantage, derived from this practice, proceeds 
from the iimple irritation of *he cauftic. If 
obJeSiions of this kind are of force againftits 
ufe in the carious^ incurvated ipine, they will 
be found equally valid, againft ufing this ap- 
plication in the difeafe of the hip joint. 
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To the firft objeaion, namely, that an ifliie 

well made, and managed with judgment, doe3 

* 

not avail in the cure of the dlfeaied fpine, it 
may be anfwered, that mimerous caies are oa 
record, which (hew that ^tients, with incur- 
vated Ipine from caries, have recovered under 
fach treatment ; but this is not altogether 
concluiive, as there are un^pubtedly inftances 
of its failure. 

If the mode of cure is attempted to be ex* 
planed, it may be more :&tisfaftory to fay, 
that an external fuppuration, when it takes 
place in the carious hip joint, or in the carious 
incurvated fpine, almofl invariably debilitates 
the habit, lengthens out the difeafe, and 
thereby prevents the powers of the conftitution 
from affedling that union in the difeafed parts, 
known by the name of anchylofis. Daily 
experience (hews, that bliflers have a power 
. of checking the progre(s to fiippuration in parts 
affected, oear the furface of the body, and 
that iSueSj made by cauftic, havQ a (imilar 
influence in complaints more deeply feated ; 
and, if tjiey have that power, they njuft 
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ncccflarily * affift in the greatcft objecft, requi- 
iite to the cure of this difeafe, which is the 
prevention of an external wound's communi- 
cation with difeafed bone; for few patients 
die of this complaint, unlefs they are fubjedled 
to that unfortunate fymptom. / 

It has been faid alfo, that the continued 
difcharge of matter, from an artificial wound, 
made near the difeafed part, is not of itf<?lf 
ddyantagepus to the difeafe in queftion, but 
that the whole, or the principal benefit^ is 
.derived from the irritation ; nor is this argu- 
ment withput foundation ; for in the hip 
difeafe, the patients often find a remiffion of 
their heftical fymptoms, and of their local 

pains, fo immediately after the application of 
the cauftic, and fo long before it can pro- 
duceany purulent difcharge, that it is impoffible 
to confider the new irritation made by the 
cauftic as unimportant, in the cure. But 
if irritation be an effential and an ufeful'part 
of the furgical treatment, in what. more con- 
venient form can this procefs be kept up, 
than by a large wound made by cauftic, neat 
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the part af^t3:ej, and frequently fpriiikled 
with finely powdered cantliarides E 

In the difeafe of the hip joint, as well as 
in the difeafcd fpine, the progrefs of cure is 
often flow, and uncertain, a confiderable 
length of time frequently clapfing before 
iyinptoms of convalefcence appear. Under 
fuch circumftances, if irritation contribute 
towards procuring this convalefcence, I think 
it might be proper in fome cafes to renew it, 
which may be done by recurring to the prac- 
tice of the ancients, in the application of the 
cauftic to fcveral frefh places, as near the feat 
of the difeafe as poiTible. 

The choice of the part to which the cauftic 
fiiould be applied is of the utmoft importance. 

the carious incurvation of the fpine, the 
moft proper place obvioufly prefents itfelf, 
where the external convexity points out the 
internal malady. But in the hip joint, it is 
not eafy to fix on a fituation, which does not 
interfere with the action of the mufcles, or 
which might not be inconvenient to the pa- 
tient, in the various pofitions of the body ; 
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and at the fame time it is neceflary, 
i(Tue be made, where it may have the mofl 
immediate, and direft influence on the difel 
eafed part. J 

The hip joint is furrounded by large muf- 
cles, on the pofterior part, which would ne- 
ccflarily prevent an external irritation from 
a£ling on the part moft afFciScd ; the fre- 
quent adion alfo of thefe mufcles in the motion 
of the joint would baffle every attempt of the 
forgeon, to keep the w-ound open by peas, or 
by any other means that he (hould adopt fc 
that purpofe. 

The fituation of mufcles, nerves, and bl( 
veflels, belonging to the lower extremities, is 
an inliiperablc objedlion to the application of 
a cauftic in the anterior part of the joint, fuf- 
ficicntly deep or large to check the formal 
of matter. 

The outfide of the thigh, in the hollonr» 
parallet with, and a little behind, the great 
trochanter, atfords a proper place to make the 
iflue. Here the peas are not likely to be 
expelled by the a6tiuu of the m 
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'cd in moving the joint, nor does a wound 
in this part, much incommode the various 
funftions of the body, in fiitiiig, walking, or 
lying down. It is fufficiently contiguous to 
the difeafed pari, as the common integu- 
ments are almoft, the only intermediate fub- 
ftances between the capfular ligament, and 
the external fore. 

With regard to the mode of applying tho 
cauftic, it may be done in a way dliferent 
from that, recommended by Mr. Pott, equal- 
ly efficacious, but lefs painful. The laying 
»vOn a cauftic, and fufFering it to remain on the 
ipart for feveral hours, gives a great degree of 
uneafinefs, and much unneceffary terror; and 
^^ ,if a method can be adopted, which gives Icfs 
^^^poin, or even apprehenGon of pain, it will 
^^^^ways deferve the preference. The experi- 
^^Bence of every furgeon muft convince him, 
^^Khow neceflary it is, to ufc the moft gentle 
^^Lneans of curing difedfes, which our art can 
devife, without defeating its purpofes. 

The operations of furgery, are in general 
dreadful to the apprchenfion, and painful to 
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the fenfc; and particularly,: the timorous 
patient, whofe nervous fenfibility is quickened 
exceedingly, by the continual influence of a 
chronic Hiforder, fhudders at the thoughts of 
cauftics and cauteries. Perhaps one of the 
beft, and moft efficacious remedies, which in 
many cafes, furgery adminifters to the unfor- 
tunate, was early exploded, from the terror 
which the mode of performing the operation, 
and the tremendous inftruments, and appa- 
ratus for the occafion, tended to create. 

The praftice of the Greek furgeons in 
ufing the aftual cautery, and of the ludiate 
in ufing the moxa, for chronic afFeftions'^df 
the joints, and vicera, has been fo long 
difufed in this country, that the pirefeht 
mode of applying cauftics, in the very ikrtSp, 
or fimilar cafes, wears fuch an appearance Of 
abfolute novelty, as to pafs for an entire 
modern invention, inftead of being conlidered 
as only a variation of old notions, and m^a-e 
improvement of ancient prax3:ice. 

If it be certain that the pradice here 
fpoken of, was ever attended with any ad- ' 
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vantage, and merits continuance for the good 
it produces— if the prefent mode of laying, 
on a cauftic over a ftrumous difeafe of the 
bones, or other parts, is ftill to be confidered 
as beneficial, it is fit it fhould be known, that 
it may be pur filed in a naode, more fimple, 
more efFedual, and expeditious ; lefs painfuU 
and lefs liable to exite apprehenfion of pain, 
by means of the feptic ftone. 

If this preparation be merely pencilled or 
rubbed on the part, where the iffue is to be 
made, it will at all times efFedl as much 
as could be done by the a£lual cautery, by 
the naoxa, or by laying on the cauftic pafte, 
and fufFering it to remain on the part for 
feveral hours. This operation gives little, 
if any terror to the patient, and never pro- 
duces that iritenfity, or continuance of pain; 
which ufually accompanies the application 
of a cauftic in the common manner, and it 
will always, under judicious management, 
accomplifli, with advantage and certainty, 
every objed which is to be cffcded by 
cauftic. 
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The fcnfibility of pain is certainly not the 
lame in all fubjcfts ; for many pcrfbns bear 
the application of cauftics with 'much lefs 
uncafincfe than others ; but, an general, the 
operation of rubbing the cauftic ftone on the 
integuments is fb little painful, where they" 
are , not inflamed, that the patients often 
doubt of its capability of producing an efchar* 
If the (kin be ftrained, during this mode of 
applying the cauftic ftone, the efchar is 
iboner produced, but at the fame time, more 
pain is created. If it be intended that the 
eichar fhould penerate deep into the cellular 
membrane, the fridion fhould be continued^ 
till the integuments give way under its 
adion; but, in general, for the purpofe of 
making an iffue, it is fufficient to rub the 
feptic ftone, or lapis infernalis, as it is called, 
on the part intended to be afFeiSed, until the 
jkin begins to change from its natural 
colour, to a browuifli hue, which appearance 
it firft exhibits, where the roots of the hair 
proceed from the cuticle. 

In this method of making an iflue^ as in 
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the common method of applying the cauftic, 
a (pace of time, generally of twelve, or four- 
teen days elapfes, before the feparation of the 
cfchar takes place, {o as to admit an Intro* 
dudlion of the common white peas, which 
appear to me, better adapted for making, 
and fuftaining the cavity of the ifTuc, than 
the beans ufually employed for that pur- 
pofc. 

In the management of this artificial wound, 
it may be obferved, that it is liable fometiraes 
to become a painful and irritable fore, at the 
firft introduilion of the peas ; whilft this 
difpofition fubfifts, the peas may be entirely 
omitted, and the wound drefied with fperma- 
ceti ointment ; when the irritability is gone 
off, the ufoal dreffing for an iffue may be 
applied*. 

A feton has not, in my experience, been 
fo effectual iii removing this dlfeafe, as au 



I 



* For further obfervalions, on this method of uling 
llie lap'n infcmalis, fee Howard's Treatise on the Venereal 
Difeafe, vol. II. p. 172 ; a Tteatife on the Hydrocele by the 
fame author, p. 47 i and DeaCe'S Obfcrvaiiom on the 
ftydiocclc, p. 10. 



[ 88 ] 

iffue made by cauftic ; nor has the difcharge 
been equally copious, Whilft I was ia the^^ 
habit of employing it, thefuppurativeftatcof 
the hip joint came on more rapidly, and mor© 
certainly, than in thofe cafes, wherein lufed 
the cauftic. It is needlefs to infift on .the 
neceffity of a large opening, to fulpend, or to 
remove the fuppurative progrefs ; . a small 
iffue, with two or three peas, gives juft as 
much trouble as a larger <;>ne. One of,. f he 
moft rapid progreffes towards recovery, 
which I ever faw in the difeafed ipine, w^as 
in a cafe, where the cauftic was carelessly 
applied, and fufFered to. extend iqto a; laJfge 
fore, which penetrated lb veryldeep, as almoft 
to denude the vertebrae. 'I generally make 
the iffue'of an oval form, one inch in length, 
and rather more than half an inch in. breadths 

♦ Not withftan ding what is faid above of the inefficacy of a 
fetoain the remoral of thla difeafe, as I, happen to know, it 
with perfeft certainty, 1 conceive it right to fta.te here, that 
the auiljoi- very foon after the pnblicaUon of the firft edipon, 
thought ipuch more favourably of its ufefulnefs, and in the 
courfe of the |aft ten or twelve years, of, his practice, was in 
the habit of cmgloyipg fetoQii indeed of i^fues made by cauftic* 
By repeated and re-repeated experience he diicovered Qonj^ 
i^X9blt advantages in the employ mcAt of it, eHj^cially when 
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which will be capable of containing about 
twelve, or fourteen peas. 

the patients were kept in a (^ate of quietude* If accompanied 
with perfei5t reft, he found the feton was even capable of pro« 
ducing all the benefit which is derived from the drain eilab- 
liihed by cauftic. 

He had recourfe to the feton the rather, and the oftner, as 
with refpedl to the remedy preferably recommended in the 
text, he experienced frequently confiderable difficulty in ^he 
management of the iflue, when the patient was removed from 
the immediate care of the furgeon, into the country, or to the 
fea fide 5 fometimes the ilTue was fuffered to heal up, and at 
other times it was fo diminifhed in fize as to become almoft 
ufelefs, £• 



\ 
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SECT. III. 

OfAbfoeJfes in General. 

IN the foregoing feftions, the early ftage of 
the difeafe of the hip joint, has been princi- 
pally attended to; a local caries has been 
confidered, as aftually exifting in a ftate of 
advancement, or a 'difpofition to fcrophulous 
caries, is prefumcd to have already taken 
place. But this real caries, or difpofition to 
it, has hitherto been fuppoffed to be prevalent 
only in ^ curable degree, and by no means (b 
predominant, as to have totally deftroyed, or 
even irreparably injured, the cartilage of the 
head of the thigh bone, or that of the coty* 
loid cavity. 
It has been uniformly admitted, that the 

complaint is capable of being remedied, fb as 

* 

to prefcrve the motion of the joint. But 
when this difease has remained for fom« tinke,^ 
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a new train of fymptoms fuccced, very difife- 
rent from the former, and thefe are allowed in 
the concurring opinions of all writers on the 
fubjevS, an J are known frdm the experience 
of every furgical praditioncr, to end in an- 
chylofis of the joint, or in death. Previous 
however to its termination, the diforder 
ufually appears^ in the form of an abfcefs, or 
colleillon of fluid, furrounding the hip joint, 
and proj^fting ufually on the outfide of the 
thigh, below the great trochanter. 

This abfcefs does not advantageoufly admit 
gf the treatment, generally adopted for thofe 
pjorc fuperficial, namely, that of opening it 
by iacifion, or by cauftic. But as the com- 
plaint now prefents itfelf externally, under the 
form of an abfcefs, a fymptom for which fur- 
giical aflift&nce is invariably folicited, and as 
afefc^fles have been generally fubje£led to the 
knife, or to the cauftic, it may not be impro^ 
peif to confider>:. whether the indifcrimiiiate 
jadoption.of the principle of opening abfcefies, 
even in their Qiofl fimple ftate, reftsupon thq 
iplffi bai^s of fcientific furgery. 
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e more efTential to confider it 
here, as the colIe£lion of matter, originating 
from difeafe in the hip joint is, in fome 
inftaiices, liable to be mlftaken for a common 
abfccfs. Symptoms do not always, even at 
the time when it, becomes moft prominent, 
indicate to a certainty, the teal fource of the 
difeafe ; it may therefore deceive an inexperi- 
enced obferver, unlefs the antecedent fymp- 
toms have been carefully adverted to. 

The general idea of a common abfcefs, 
feems to be a coUeftion of matter, preceded 
by inflammation ; the formation of this fluid 
called pus, has been faid to be neceflarily 
conne£ted with erofion of the foUda ; and the 
matter thus coUeiSed, has been fuppofed to 
have a cor;rofjve effeft on the circumjacent 
parts. Nevetherlefs, it is alledged by more 
modern phyfiologifls, that pus, in its natural 
ftate unmixed with heterogeneous matter, is a 
bland, innoxious fluid, fecreted from an infla- 
med furface ; and this opinion is fupported by 
experiments, which ihew that matter, whe- 
r coUeded from the inflamed furface of a 
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mucoTis membrane, or- ifTuing from the free 
difcharge of aniopeaulcer^isnot diiSmilar^ iix 
its chemical atialyfis, to odier fecretioiis- of 
the human body, uiiiverially allowed to be 
Ipecifically barrr>lefs. The nccefEty of enter- 
ing minutely irito the diftinS properties of 
pus, and mucus j a& leading to anjr great aud 
obvious advantage in the practice of furgery, 
is by no means ^videnib to my mind. I 
queftion thi^ the rather, as a faft mdft knpor* 
tant in pathology is proved by daily experi- 
ence ; namely, that this fluid, whether 
termed pus, or mucus, is capfcble of being ab- 
Ibrfeed into the circulation, without any 
inconvenience to the parts,- on which it has 
been depofited ; and of leaving them, when 
the abfbrption has taken^place, in a ftate, ftill 
proper to refume their local funftions. 

But however true, or untrue; this^ opinion 
may be, it is certain, that tf>e imagined, and 
very queftionablc bad quality of this fluid, 
when confidered as neceflaiily conticQD&d 
with erofion of folid parts, or reprefented, as 
the cflficient and primary caufe of fuch ero- 
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materialy influenced the praiflice. 
of furgery in the treatment of ahlccfles. i 

It is obvious to fee, that this complex 
notion of matter, ill founded as it poffibly 
may be, naturally leads to the neceflity, 
and would therefore juftify the propriety, 
of opening abfcefTes in every method. For, 
if it were certain, that matter was a fluid 
deftruflive to folid parts, a fluid in which an 
erofive quality was inhereat, and from which 
it was Co infcparable, as to be even capable 
of vitiating the whole conftitutlon, when 
ibfbrbed, it would undoubtedly be proper, 
and indeed necefl~ary, to make inciflons in 
every cafe where it was coUedled, and into 
every cavity where it was lodged. It would, 
in ftiort be requilite to purfue with the knife, 
this corrofive poifon through every finus, in 
order to evacuate it entirely, and leave no- 
thing finally for nature to effeft, but the (low 
reftoration of continuity in parts, feparated as 
the various exigences required, and divided 
with all the precifion of furgical art. 

Li inveftigating however, the general pro- 
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grtfs df an hbicefi, it muft be noticed, that 
the inflamrhation or .morbid alteration of the 
folid parts, is moft commonly a primary ap- 
pearance ; and that the formation of matter is' 
a fecondary fymptom, fubfequent to the real 
di&aie; ^ This is very appafetit when an ab- 
fcefs happens to be formed near the fu'rface of 
t'he'iody, in parts liable to great irritability; 

and it is deducible from fymptoms^, when 

• • • • . - 

flie ifhflammation, or triorbid difpofition is 
deeper feat ed, and operates on lefs irritable 

• « - « 

parts. The opening into thefe cavities* which 
contain matter, has, probaMy, no farther teti^ 
dency to rcflore tb a healthy flate thofe pirtfc 
on which the matter was depofited, than 
merely by removing the prefTure of an extra- 
neous fbbflance. The progrefs of difc^ is 
tnore' eafily checked, when the admiffion of 

external air is prevented ; for who has not 

« 

feen the fatal confequences of opening ab- 
icefTes of joints, add the quick tranfition of a 
ftrumous indifpofition of bone, cartilage, or 
ligament, from a curable, to an incurable 
caries I 
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ccmfide^td, aiari^ important piit of opcrathrc 

furg^yi In Mr. Sharp's intwdii6fcion to his 

lufgifcai^'-bp^ations,- ki Mr. Bromfidd's : and 

Mr/ hklHi'Mef tfti^Ktf' oD'Turgery, {cyepl 

Tales ans laia"a<y#h '^ft *his fubjea^" aad- thje 

methbdS! df <:^>fcHin|^ iSiisfe tiimbursi -by fimpfc 

"MJCffiofaj' by- excifibri xstf piirt of the irttegu- 

i,''a(tid'%M:airilio; lar^- amply diTco/Ied. 

ti)<i-'|>t«i6kiii6iyir;"v(j^ .fbnhs rhk opimon 

•ffl- #iiS Tubjeft^Jqfiftto3^«ifty«^^ thefe treatifcs, 

'#khfcrtrt^6ttferldttg^tl^i^c»tiiptete progr«^ df 

^^eflfes; UAcdiftrded b)^ furgical treatmient^ 

"i^m totiir^tty %e icdJtbcCtohfider aB ^fceife; as 
'ptoptJr 'to^ {ufc^edcd toa^furgicaj openitionv 
little <ho^lefe-bcidg taken of those, Ml^hJch liiay 
Afisl^''b#'feft"e*' the more gentle expedient^ 
8f i\ifeklg'-^ffer«d^«6' fo-eak fpbtitaYi&tiflyi* ' Y<^ 
lii4^i«arlterrpart of B^y^HfCj 1 was frei 
qofehtiy i wttfi^fs'lo the opening of abfceffes 
in every'^aH''8rtn6B6dy, With a free incifion 
ite^ ^8 'thefi c'dllca,i and • often have feen 
large portions d6 the locsfe edges of the cavity, 
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iMEibved ibbietlmeS^ bj^ th€ knife, as reoom* 
" amended by Mr« Sharp, .b\i( more frequeutly 
by the crooked fciffars, aa inftrumcnt calqu* 
lated to conceal the want of dexterity in the 
operator, but by no meaiis adapted to the 
piorformance of fuch ao operation with the 
rgreateft eaie, or all the advantage poffible* 

Painful .as this propels is at any jratq, 
.although ex^uted in tiMf^moA flcilfuL ma^n^^t 
it is particularly repugna^jfeo humaui^i jiif, 
Jbe coniidered, as jopt^jibi^^ijtely: nepje^j^ 
It leads moreovejr |x>jat^9ati0fem:.^ual|jf u%» 
natunly fx>r th/e cavity of jj^.^bfcefs is perl^ig^ 
^ £Ued iip, wkh 4iy lin^, -an j>ppHcatfpn4intend^ 
^. by its preffurc, t<> produce thp ^.^S^^St jo£ 
reftrainiflg the hicmmorb^ge.x^ufgd, by .ifh^ 
inciiia^y bvtt this mode of tripa^g^he )V9ty|^ 
by dilatmg yaijijular, and; irritaM.^jtftfcipften 
lirlngs on a fymp^mauc fey^r} a^ fo^ne- 
' jtim^s alfe, that very flux of blopd, which. th^ 
infertipu of lint was meaut tp^grfyent. 

A method apparent!)^ Boqr^ gentle* bjis i^eqi 
fince a^pted, Surgeons : have ,ipQpteBtie<l 
themfelves with makipg a drnple, but a large 



incifion iato tbe cavity of tho^ abfceis^ having 
found by experience, that it is not neceflary 
the loofe e4ges of the wound (hould be reqno* 
ved, as they are capable, of being united tp the. 
fubjacent parts, n^'o- this mode of operation 
has fucceededy that of opening gf abfcefles by 
cauftic, and by feton, recommended as leit 
painful means of difcharging the fluid. 

The opening of abfceffes by cauflic, is an 
expedient ufed frequently, when the patient 
will not, from timidity, admit of a cutting 
inftrument ; but the cauAic is a painful fubfU* 
tute. If the ikin be inflamed, the additional 
pain of the cauflic will be exquifitely fcvere, 
and it would be far better to bear for a time« 
a pain which may be - alleviated by opiates^ 
ihza to fufifer the torture of cutting, or .of 
burning an inflamed furface. When the \i\* 
teguments are not inflamed, the pain of the 
abicefs is bearable, the opening it therefore in 
any way, feems to be a praftice founded on 
the falfe idea that matter, whether it.be called 
pus, or mucus, is fpecifically injurious to 
the parts on which it has been depofited. 
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It has been feid, that* abfceffles, conne£led 
with indurated lymphatic glands, (hould be 
opened in tliis manner, the adlion of the cauf- 

■ 

tic being fuppofed to affift in fubduing the 
enlargement of the gland. This method is 
very commonly taken in fuch cafes, and 
Ipeaking from my own experience, I muft 
fay that it is Ibmetimes fuccefsful, but it has 
generally proved tedious. When the gland 
remains indurated, as it frequently does for 
a long time after the application of the cau(^ 
tic, the furgeon is obliged to have recourfe to 
the lapis infernalis, the red precipitate of 
mercury, or fbme efcharotic application to 
Ihbdue it. But, where this kind of abfcefs 
has been fufFered to burft of itself, and the 
general remedies have been ufed in the mean 
time for the particular difeafe from whence it 
it originated, whether it has been ftrumous, 

or venereal, the indurated gland has been 
generally found to diminilh in lefs time, 

and certainly with lefs pain, and 'much lefs 

deformity of fear. 

The opening of abfcefles. by feton, is alfo 
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for the inoft part urtnieceflary. L^efitutt to- 
affirm, that the krgeA^ abfcefles have becOt 
more fuccefsfully treate<} by a fmall countef -^ 
opening, made in fome depending part^pf 
the tumour, without |he intervention pf the. 
feton, than where a communication has been 
kept open, by an irritating fubftance lodged in, 
the cavity of the abfcefi itfelf. Even this opr. 
ening and counteropening is moft commonly 
unneceflary, a more fimple treatment being 
generally fuccefsful. The moft difagrecable 
circumftance likely to occur in the ipontane- 

ous burfting out of matter from an abfcefs, is 

* . • * 

a frefh accumulation in its cavity : but *this 

iecond abfcefs is almoft always inconfiderable, 
much lefs troublefbme than the firft, and ge- 
nerally completes the cure. 

It may alfo be urged, that the indifcrimi- 
nate opening of ablcefles is not only objefli- 
onable, becaufe it is often unneceflary, and 
always painful ; but thera> are alfo pofitivc 
evils attendant on the operation itfelf, againft 
which no cautionor fkill in the operator can 
be always fecure ; for the paini and irritabili* 
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iycff tht |>art produced by incifion, wIH at 
tiiVM^ 66ca(k)n violent inflammation ^and 
ibveir ; and in fome conftitutions, a fpreading 
^gedenic ulcer has been the con(equence of 
this artificial t)pening. * 

General and fcrophulous abfcefTes are par* 
tkukrly liable to this calamity. The flighted 
wound of the ikin, even that occafioned by 
phlebotomy, by inoculation for the fmall pox, 
has been Jknown, under fome circumdaiv^es, 
fo produce the mod fatal efFe£ts. 

To fuflfer matter, contained in ahfcefTes^ to 
£f6|^ftrge itfelf Iporitaneoufly, ifcems to be 
conientanebus to the ufual operation of nature 
in curing of difcafes of this kind. It is gene- 
rally the mod eafy to the patient, and the 
cure is more certainly and Ipeedify efieAedt 
In this natural way, an unneceflary expofure 
to air, of parts Uiiaccudomed to its influence, 
is avoided ; the coiitaft of extraneous lob- 
dances, frequentljr applieid to an irritable 
and ulcerated furface^ is entirely Tuperfeded ; 
and the whole fiibfequent treatment of the 
external aperture is confcquently Htn^e"; 



aild jnoB iii^e> .to vthe varipv^ iiiconv^nicnj^e^ 
of a large fore, often tedious. ]ia;V.euig healed^ 

addiatlwajnfr.yexatioufiV aiid ^i(gui¥vil*. 
..The ope»io9K)f at:jicefleis.p/;the l^r^aA, pU 
their . by : dttoifiont, .^;«ife3r:ljcaw^^ic,;;^a;:fl^ 
imivedatly ^ givet^btxp. : i £fxper«^ . proveSf 
^tj by (ftich ' op€ntk€}m of thtf 

difeaiCr inafcnuch asire^fks' its painful fymp* 
foms, is not altered for the better, nor is tjbe 
inai cure thus morie' i^edilj accomplifhed«) 
On tt^ contrary 9 it is liable to be rcCatfrded 
by fuch treatment ; for the artificial irrit^tioft 
produced on the ikin^ is ibmetimes the reil 
caufe of induration 9 and repeated iiippiMmtionr 
in th^^glsltid^'^ahd not ieldofaa ocoaiioos other 
(Agreeable 'fymptoms/ 

This m3hife0:> improvement in the manager 
metot tf aWeiifes, is^ rtow geAerally adopted, by. 
furgedhs in^this particular inftanoe, and the 
propriety of the practice is confirmed by the 

fefblt bfbWetrationsy- naturally arifing from 
die general iiiccefei ^hkh the* poor experi»> 
encrin this difeafe/^ ^Th*!y,: from their ^habitst 
iirfife;' are mdr6^^bje£t |d it, thawtTic rich,: 
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and in gehcfal refiigtiit to the bper^ion'of 
unaffiiled nature. i •/?:://.*?) 

Venereal abfbefles of the groin majr.aUa.be 
left to the general efiijflk oF mercury oh^flic 
coBftitntio^^-ii^id^ their Jpal ^reatmant'wilbJbfcr 
Mfedened -le&it»«^licated^TwIipn vthfejbviw;; 
foiFered to hatfi {^(bhtaacouiiyn with'oiit'fcpio^ 
fiit^efled to the knife,' or cauflic. M^^ oWih 
experience, joined to that of furgeoas of vpr^ 
extenfive praftiqefand tobfervation in venerqij^l 
dcttipfewnts, juftifies ihe fufl^cicntly in frying;; 
that? the iiie of the knife, and the cauftic, in; 
all fuch cafes^ isr laid ;aiide: muob to the adyaiV: 
tagtf«i>f the fatientJi 1 1 h^v«.jfcatfi^y..fet>9: a^ 
phagedenic • wcDuud 6f fthc gr diij; ipf jthe cporfe 
of my own praftice, iiucCiLhave totally -a-* 
voided opening ingyiaal lat^efles. by caijftjc, 
or the knife ;. sjivJ it feem%;bptl]i-ea{yj, a^d^df*^ 
gfble to follow ithe fapae method with reljpe^b. 
to abfcefics in general. Mammary, and 
inguinal abfceffes are very frequent inftanccS; 
of : this. Qomplaiqt ; and- certainly, a fimple; 
, mtde of . liianagin g tfeecn vvi^b great fuccefe, 
may; well: be qQnfjdepe^>ei»Si6ftal>!ift»ing no ba|i 
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tJireflioii for , the treatment of: abfceffes,, ia 
gfcher parts of the body. :. ,,.• . ,,, . ^ » 
^.iti*>nQtlierc, however, my hatentioAJtp^^ 
^o.wn general rules concerumg the ope;ning of 
abfcefles. What has beeft advanced on thofub* 

treatment I^yovai,rgC9i9i9end iq^dic abft^^ 

of the hip jouit, by .pp^iitifig oyt th©ioutilitf 
of. opening abfceiles. in gpneral -by the kpifp. 
or by^cauftic, for, the pjirppfe.of difcharging^ 
fluid, fuppofe4 to be ' injurious to the aqim^ 
oeconopQiy. . Notwithftanding what has been 
feid^ I wifb not to be.underftood as if I meant 
to contend, that no ablceflcs are' to be openc^^ ^ 
Qpeucd, undoubtedly they ijiuft be in very 
ijaany. cafes-; and this^ as well as other opera^ 
tionspf furgery, nivifl: and will continue to be 
performed, till an ^afier method be difcovered 
of xenK>ving many of thof^ (Tifeafes, which 
arc thejobjefts of oiir art. * . 

A wllciftiQt^ of fluid, whether pus, mucuSx 
^Ipqd,!^ , ;5^5??ri . or even air,^ contiguous to. 
and ^preiCng Upon vital organs> a£ting as an 
extraneous fubflance. irritating, or in what 
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wiay fbevcr indotnitibding vital ftth^ioAts cf 
die body^ muft be diitharged,' ^ fo6n< as'^ 
cxiftertce is afceitaineid, becaufe^thit'^iyrfycc, 
on which it lies, may be covclred with at 
depofit of coagulable |[rmphV or tony be 6the»>' 
wife hi fabii a Aiik{iMFMieyissix> ht i-etidered 
thfiWrdk^, or tvetk''itickpa:eita^ fbr a1>*' 
firtnrig the fluid.' It! itiay t^,' 'that time tiii- 

fl6t tafeiy be foared to try the means, whicn 

• - . , » . > , - 

are known to facifitatei (uch abfbrptioh, an J 

, • • • • • • * 

this drcumftance miifl: always be duly attend* 

• ' ' ■ • r. , . ■ '' . 

ed Co, tvhen the extranebus matter prefix oft 

• > • • • m. 

me lungsi brain, or any important part c» 

f • ' I ■ *' ♦ ' r 

• £«• ••■.^../■'^r--'» ■^,'-'"*f'1*i' * I ^ r • ^■* 

fhe ammai machine. 

- Thisfeems a lufficicnt realbh for (fiicnarjz- 
frig the fluid, by an opening rriade by art. jft 
is by no means certain, 'that tlie^ablbrptidh of 
jbiiaiter,^*or any fluid in Tuchcalfe5,*rsmc^r<MS 

cauie of the evils fubiequent tb a morDid 

• * ^■^ • I f 

afieftion of the vifcera. The cohftitution 
^ihs to' fuffer more from the^<ftfea(ed mX€ of 
fte partlc&Iair part' affe<5:ed,' than fromthd fimJ 
fccreted^m confequcnce of nich diicale ; for it 



• I '• 



tt evident that large ab&rptions ' of mattcf. 
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often takes place in ifcrophulous, and other 
abfcefTes, without ii^urjr in the conftitutioo* 

There is howevclr, aiiother fet of abfeefles; 
which are diffictilt to be managed. The 
prefcrvatron of Kffe^^^is nbt immediately 
concerned in theif event, but it is apparent^ 
that when the tumonr burftsi the cavity 
which contained the matter does not collapfe, 
and eaiily unite, unlefs It be opened to fome 
txtent. Theie abfcefles are often contign^ 
ous to parts fubjed: to continual irritation^ 
arifing fhjm mufcular motion, the frequency 
f^ which influences and ke^s up a conftant, 
excitement on the inflatned parts, and 
diereby feems to promote a iecretion of 
matter, which infinuates itfelf into the eel- 
lular interlaces of the mufcles, and prevents 
the morbid parts from uniting. The ne- 
ceffity of keeping in a quiet and relaxed ftate^ 
taufcks connedled with a diieaibd part of th« 
body, is known to every furgeon. Wher6 

it is difficult to efFed this, the cure 6E inflam*^ 

' 

inations, abicefles, and wounds, becomes 

'♦try trotflbidbme, and very tedious. 
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Abfcefles in the necki near the piiurcles 
CQ]9tocrncd in» deglutition » refpiration, or the 
motion of the head ; thpfe on the verge of 
the anus, in the perinaeum^ in the axilla ; 
thofe fituatcd on the outfide of the arm, near 
the olecranon^ and pjiany others^ daily evince 
th^fc truth pf this obfervation.* ^ . 



t 



* In inflafnmations, abrceflety ^d fiftulous openings pear 
the Olecranon^ the immediate good effe£t of rclaxatiohr of 
Oitt£:lf9 is'^leaiij^yyident* Ndthin^ is more common, than 
to fee an cztenQve in£ammation| and fuppuration take place 
ibh*^!he outiSdeof the ftrmi from a flight injuryof the elbow ; 
vl^li^ the ahn. 18 kept in a bent pQ(!ure# the ii^Hommitory dif- 
poiition increaleii copious difcharges of matter, or glary fluidy 
if the iaccuHis niucoTttt is injured^ flew from the extisrnal 
around. The probe, if thought proper to be ufed, >vould 
readily pafs thi-ough finufcb downward to the wriui or upward 
to^ the (boulder ; but as (bon as the jxifition: of the arm is al^ 
tered from flexioni to extenfion, and the limh is fleadily pre- 
ferred in a date of quietude in that form> the neceflity for 
operation tiifappears. Thsr ioflammauon fubiidesy the cavltiei 
quickly coalefce, and every painful fymptom is removed, 
vrhtlft this Simple indication of nature is piirfued^ of * keeping 
in a relasced and qai€t date, parts affeded with difeafe. 

In abceiTes of the axilla, the good effe(ft of (imple treat- 
ment would be very obvious. Whild the arm is elevated 
daijy> or perhaps oftener, to infpedt the progrefs of the difeafct 
to apply fomentations, poultices, tents, or inje^Hons, it it hot 
«C ah'fiirpriiing, that the adkion of the mufcks, (hould militate 
againft the union of the cavity of the abfcefs. On the con- 
trary, it is rather wonderful, that nature (hould under fuch 
circumfiaaceS| ever accompli(h the uniooof a fiilulous wound* 
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There are likewife other cireumftances,- (je^ 
curririg in particular parts of the body which 
render it expedient to deviate from a general 
rule of not openiag abfceffes.'^^ Such aire a re- 
markable thicknefs ' of the inte^ifthdrifcs ; bt 
in intervention of fome* ftrong fafcia, betweerf 
the external furface, and the coUcfled fluid j 

» • • T 'I 

diefe cy-cumftances happen in various parts of 

The following caCb occurred to me of the fpontaneous pnioi^ 
of a deepfeared iiftuiousibfe Jti the a^iUa, Which haid ^refified^. 
laag prooeTi of furgi^a^ treatment. 

A. B. a gentleman of fixty years of age, valetudinary in 
his conititutioni fubjed to pulmonWr^ c6mpla{nt8, Mfas}' srt ttvd 
approach of a very fevere winter, attacked with a feverifh in« 
difpoiition, which terminated in an abfcefs in the axilla. It 
was flow and indolent in its progrefs* but at length it maturated| 
and was opened freely by the knife ', it continued to diicharge 
for feveral months, finufes being continually formed, all of 
which were opened ; the wound contraded finally to a fmall 
aperture, leading into a finus, which extended far up under 
the peroral mufcle* The operation of opening, or countero- 
pening was in this cafe impracticable $ irritating tents, the 
fublimate troches, and injedions of various kinds were ufed 
to produce a coalefcence of the fiftula, but all proved ineffe^- 
ual. At length he had determined to content himfelf with his 
misfortunes, but going out of town, he was overturned in a 
carriage, and fuffered a compound frafture of the arm ; he 
Was then neceisarily cohfined to his bed, and the arm kept in 
a perfect flate of quietude. At the end of fix weeks, he re- 
covered from his fraCture, and at the fame time, had the fatif- 
heUoa of finding the fiilulous fore io the axilla completely 
united. 
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th/^ hody^ {^vticulaply on tho fide of the head 
near; the temporal, mulclei and in the upper 
part of the head* 

In other parts of the hodj, • fuch as thofe 
ai^oining to the iaccus lachrymalis» the mea- 
tus auditorius^ the vagina^ or the redtinn, the 
formation of matter is attended with the inr 
convenience of its being liable to burfl in- 
wardly into thofe cavities^ fo as to produce a 
fiftulous fore ; the neceffity of treating theie 
abicefles in fuch a manner as to prevent that 
jBisfortune, feems unavoidable. 



^ 






I «? J 












4. / f ' .. 1 



It . 



SECT. IV. 



''■"'* Onihe Alj^ejf'softhe'mp Joint, 



\ 



»' ' * 



. >.• •• ^ *.JL .• ' *J 



J^ITH i»fpc^ to tb(5 opwing of jabfceffes, 
^ ^. j^ ooti^jia gpn^ Fiuf^ul of. necei]&iy, 

og(5)ffitgre(^oi^ttjf. ^ith .tbp^.lSpUMpn pf .^racr 
pffcifltii^g a Wre,;!^ o{>f«ii^ aft sJ?fce6» fubfe.. 

H^tiiaity {yipa^titibs bf ^tieral. debiiit j j: eiQftr 

si«is!fl)Of ^h* biedy, pis^^fe ^y€!al^e9mg fweats, 

great violence, or are often {ovu^.pxffi^Qf 
tifi^g dB9ai4ffa^^,fcyrfthS: afe of th|? m^fM, 
y/i^> tht i in«di€»Ja?rt ?ffqrd6, j JPut if tlw 

- ^ 1 
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matter be difchargcd by an external opening, 
made either by incifion, or Cauftic, and parti- 
cularly if that opening be large, or the dif- 
eafed part irritated by t^t^ or icton, introduced 
near the cavity of the joint, dangerous fymp- 
toms come pn^with^ great , rapidity , which 
prove fatal to the exif^ence of the patient, or 
to the prefervation of the limb, 
r' 'When anj>peniisg is road^4tito a^joi^tf )ri 
^^iEHmt''of<'gIttT^'i»flai<l^<^^ mkiUtt, -Ibi4h^ 

-sad accumulated in ib^ewHbfi-fR»tf t% -f^: 

H^bus'in<lifp6fiCidM('df.4fa«)t^n3ag^dp bbifMS^ 
^Ht imiiki»idi^tS€&i produced %(ikdh^dk 

gj^' flefli 'ftaitin^^iiai'^ftoito' fho'^ cavity ^ 
the joifi»^^'C6^ba$ O^d > fetid ' difcharges- of 
%hiitt«r; atief^d ^thi fiidh^ •g&tict^ fyaip^ 

■a(n- aggravatMdn of local dife&fe, as ' call idi 
•difpenfably, and quickljr, for itie d^tfitTe 
■ jiraaice of rcmo^^ th*- llirtib> rift dSi^»^'te 

'fr€fe'rv»-llfe.^"^>'* -''^^'^■' - ^5 ■'^ -■ "'' '■■^'■\ 

'■Bm W''\i differfeiftf '' hit>Aft 'of - tffeHiiliedt - be 

-purfuedv^' tbei paiii be nx^at^ by djpiatM; 
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if the fluid be not difcharged by aa external 
opeaing^in ibme inftances it has been knpyirti 
to be abforbed during a patient attendance 

upon the difeafe, and an anchylofis of the 

' ■ * * - • « -■ »y , • . 

joint has eofued. If the capfular ligament 
and intc§iwpajpnt« giy? ^yay, 4>ontaneop.fly^ the 
fluid thereby ooz^s out of a ixnall .aper* 
tvre ; the patient; is not, in this cafe^ fuddenly 
exhaufted ,fby ^a copious afid continued dif* 
charge, of matter; and c more time is. gained 
fqr, experiencing the powers of nature, and 
for adminiftering the remedies of art« 

In the ablijefs of the hip joinjt,;the lexpedieut 
of tptally . removing the difcafed part, is out 
of the queftion. It is not worthy to be conii- 
dered as a reCorce for th<e cure of the difeaie ; 
no prudent furgeon can even t^ink.of fuch an 
operation ; a caries in the jpint of th^ jbi^;^, 
may be remedied by amputating above the 
cariou9 parts, ai^d thereby extirpating entirely 
the local difeafe, But the carious hip joint 
admits of no, fuch remedy ; .the hardieft, and 

> J • * . -. 1. i • -' . ' . • *.' - 

cQoft e;iterp[;izjn5 furgeon, ^^yhq has ever 
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attempted' ific i^emovil of the wlidri k)#* 
'eitVtfihity, by amputating at the' hi'p^ jtfitit'i 

never .aimed' at mote, than taking away the 

s " . • ' . - 

difeafcd head of the thigh bone, cdilfideting 

the portions of carious "bone remaining td fee 

firiany throwirofF Iw a rirocef^bf i/iWrd' '■'^'' 

I. >•. •■ \*# .-*f' ' \ ' ■ * 

When fo large a furfacc ' of the huftian 
body is cxpofed by a furgic'al operation, which 
may reafonably be fuppoted to have taken 
place in a debilitated 'conftitufiori,/a fafVdur- 
able termination can icarceljr ^ expected oy 
the moft ianguine, and oveV^reehirig operator. 
It muft like wife be confideredj'^that this inc- 

.-• 1"*' • • • • I • *: " - I . 1*1*? ''■,'• i t \-\^ ■^, 

ccIs, if it were even acquired, would be but a 
maimed and imperfea monument or *our art. 
'rierei rfiighf fafely obferve, that £here1s'^ 
prcibabm^yia fujipbrihg'that tlie cinbs begms 
in tlie cbt>I<^d' cfavity; as often as fn'ife'f^ 
of the thigh bone. • Cert^iii; it is,' t&at'in eVery 
cafe of difeafe of the hip joint; w^ijcfi ^s iter- 
rai^naled fatally in the'cburie of my obferva- 
tions, I have always remarked that tfic os 
innominatuni has been a^'ded by the caries 
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ID a more extenfive degree, than the thigh 
boneitfelf* 

The records of furgery do not afFord many 
inftances of this very hazardous operation 
having b«n p«rforn,.<l for remedying the dif- 
eafeof the hip joint. The only cafe f in my 
recoUeftion ftrengthens the opinion which ^s 
generally entertained, namely, that an am* 
putation at the hip joint has but a partial 
tendency towards removing the difcife. Ifi 
this dreadful fituation, whefe the laft refburce 
of our art would fail, where the moft ad- 
venturous furgery cannot remove the eorri- 
plaint, the fimple energy of nature frequently 
fiipplies the deficiency, and only requires 
the affiftance of medicine, to fupport the 
conftitution during the tedious procefs of 
convalefcence, rejedingas it were, with hor- 
ror, the adive aid of operative furgery, as 

» ■ \ . 

an exertion of Ikill, fomethiftg worfe than 
oftentations, and ufeleis. 

* Sec plates III. IV. V. and VI. 

t Sec Medical Cooimcnttrici, Vol. VI. p. 837. 
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i[ ^yhen a caries of the joint has cxiftcd for 
a confiderable time, varying as has been 
faid in length, with the different ftrength, 
and habits of the patients, an external fup* 
puration generally takes place in fome part 
^Qixtiguous to the joint. It moft frequently 
JMppe^s ,below the great trochanter, over 
ihe vaflus extemus mufcle, fometimes in the 
ptnterior part of the thigh, frequently on the 
nates, or higher up in the loins, and often- 
times in all thefe parts fuccefTively. 

The progrefs of this fuppuration is gene- 

jrjdly attended with a flight tenfion, and.lbnae 

degree of .tiendernefs of the . part, fenfibjy 

■f^t on prefTure. It is pot always accom- 

.janied with any great increafe of laaien.els 

or general debility, wi|tli ihiverings, or 

^thc ufixal iyrnpto;xi5 of the formation pf 

mattqr. On, the contrary, the painful iymp* 

'toUof the difeafe fometimes dimbiih, 

* * • . , 

while the fuppuration: M advancing, and 
this is a circumftance, which often happens 
when matter is",fpnfted/Upqn difeaied bones 
in ©thef parts of the body, ,^eanwJiilp,tbe 
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pati^it is generally capable of ufing his ac- 
cifift<ymed cifercile^ and miy often continn^ 
to do foi' although the abfcefs has formed- a 
very large, and prominent tumour^ until' th« 
moment arrives wlijfti it burfts. . r-^'^A 

This however is not the moft cpmmokk 
progrefs of the difeafe ; inflammation aital 
fever are frequently attendant on the flipJ 
puration. But however diefe fymptotiiB 
vary in diiFerent patients, depending pr6ba>t 
bly upon peculiarity in conftltution; upon 
the quantity of difeafed bone producing irrii^ 
tation ; or upon fome other caufe not eafit^ 
afcertained ; but ftill the local treottment 
in every cafe fhould be as fimplc as po/R* 
Me. There is no rational lyftem known, 
which can point out the advantage to b*f 
derived from an artificial opening madc^ in 
any way whatfoever, during this flage of the 
difeaie ; neither is there one cafe on fd^ 
cord, where an aftive employment of th^ 
art of operative furgery has been found 
materially uieful in this period of the 
complaint. 



Where the conftitution fufFers little from 
the Tuppuration, internal medicines are not 
^Uch wanted ; when painful fymptoms 
%rife from the difeafe, they are to be re- 
lieved by fuch means, m the exigencies of 
tbeie fymptoms require. As the abfcefs 
idyances towards fuppuration, the minds, 
bQl^ of the patient, and his friends, are 
often raifed to a great pitch of anxiety, ex- 
pecting the termination of the difbrder to be 
fynchronous with the difcharge of matter 
ftcwi the abfcefs. As this however cannot 
be; effeded, the period is arrived, when the 
JMidg^inent and refolution of the furgeoii 
may be ihewn, in refifting the fblicita- 
^ipns which are frequently made to him, tQ 
4iiclaarge the matter by operation. 
1 It may feem a trifling variation of prac- 
tuiCj to fufFer this matter to make its own 
way gradually through the integuments, in- 
fliead of feeming to affift it by making a 
foiall pundure withthe lancet, or pencilling 

^e fkin with the lapis infernalis ; but on the 

» 

mmutiae of praftice, fuccefs frequently de- 
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pc«d§fr : Whoever fha^s attended tp. difeafed 
jomts^ ; zt\4', \^\m^ m^y , hi?.ve obferved that 
thp.cffortfcfiCflatUfe, towards the cure of* 
jjif^^ed.,]?pnQ, * are oaoxe eafily afliftcd, and 
proceeditW^i.t^/nfiorjtaMrti^iotyy where external 
iiippttrati^ihfts ^Qt bcjgn^ enfeQwago^ri : iwhcfg 
air /fe^ not . zdmitttnis^ where general fm^ns 
pnly-haye bteen \ifed to fupport the confti-* 

f Utjouyj afid; t;be neceflaxj? renfiedies have, been 
aih4)t^l, a8-^4igtpms feeoi tp i^equire, to 
count^afit/ tl^e partiqulaf jcaufe of the difeafed 
bone, whether it b? venereal, or ftrumpiis 
taints iithmiiLthofe cafes where a .different 
pJiai^'has b<{en; purfiied^ and large openings 
h^ve b??n; made over the bones difeafed. 

Il^il^e cure of ijicui-vated fpine from caries, 
if ii^a^t^ hiis hot made its external appear* 
ance,,,ifo:; as' to become of itfclf an objefl; of 
fiirgicsil' tf^tmeht,,i the' difficulty znd the 
hazard -fe cpmpgtratiVely fmall, aiid can in no 
degreilbefeflimatod with thofcdangqrs, which 
.attend the cafe, where it finally makes an 
icxtcrriil af^carancc, under the form of a 
vertebral^ cot pfbis abfc^fs . 
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Whoever is of bpinion that the' formation 
6f rtiatter may fafdy be coiifidered ia this 

difeafe, tnerely as an adventitiotti^ circumftatKtei 

/ . .... 

ihat it do^ not fpecifically sldd to the caf-tes^ 
M do lobd injury td the|i|irt», will niaturally 

bib arixiioWiK^ 'adopt a plai^, whiieb toAds to 

prcvchtj 01* at leaft tof retard the nfeceffity 4>f 
an external opening. The 'rather, as Xh^ 
im^rtaht interval of time gained bj^ this 
dclajr, -may Ke Wifely, andibeiieficially ' ptfafc 
jptoyed^ in invig^^ting the donititutlod^ and 
tbereby melioratkig the Hate of the difeafe^. ^ ' 

Wlienever this external opening Unfdttui- 
iiafely takes placs^, wJidther; it -be maiid'Ab- 

V 

art, or wbt(^ier it be the gradual effeft-^ 
the integuments giving way fttim tedfion, 
lh< pjtobablie confequences of thfe iryflSfitki^ 
iieous difcharge, are hectical iymptotes; « if 
tiiefe lyniptoros come on, they ♦may lie con*- 
fidered as indications of the originarl difcafe 
being in a flatc, by no meaaisi ieadtog ;t»> 
cpnvstlcfcence. ,. / . ' , 

When the abfcefs burfts fpohtBpfio^&yy the 
opening, which is gederaily ihiaQ> oftei^ 



I 
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clofijs again for a few days, the matter 
being entirely difcharged, or lome portion 
of it remaining in the cavity. Either of thefe 
circumftances may occur without injury to 
the conftitution in general, or any aggra- 
vation of the local difeale. The abfcefs will 
frequently continue in this way, collefting, 
and burfting, and the patient may ftill, for a 
confiderable length of time, be fevoured 
with the. enjoyment of very tolerable health. 
But* if the tumour be opened even by a 
^mall incifion, the cavity being inftantly, and 
totally emptied, and an aperture left open, 
through which the fluid finds a ready out- 
let, as quickly as it is fecreted, a much greater 
proftration of ftrength will probably enfuc, 

" Ai a farther illuftfation, and confirmation of this very im- 
porianc fubjefl, 1 (hail beg leave to quote the fuUowiog paT- 
. fage, from Mons. Bazille's excellent paper in the Prix dc 
Vacademie de chirurgie. Stir les efTcts de3 contre coupi en 
divert parties i\i corps ; " Bnt it is neceflary to repeat, for ie 
*' ion iaftruflive obf$:rvaiioD, that in lefs than three days, 
" when thcfe abfceflea have been largely opened, ihe mattcrt 
" which, at the linje of opening, was always of a proper coa- 
" fiftence, and perfeifHy devoid of fmcl I, ha? become ihia and 
'• very fasti J. Perhaps, by adopting the method I have pro- 
pofed with relpeiS to the time and maiinerof opening thofc 
immeure abfcelTes (with a trocar, and very late in the difeafe 
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thaa if the abfcefs had been fufFered to burff 
in'ite tuitural courfe. 

. To iiipport properly the vital powers in all 
ftrumous difeafes, not attended with' locjil 
inflammation, is allowpi^ to .be a rational 
JDQode of cure, .for certainly, whatever has an 
imiiiediate tendency to produce dd^iliiy, ieenis 
likely to incfeaie the difeafe*. But the 
''Opening of ftrumous abfceHes, connisded 
•with diJeafed joints, is known. to produce 
this effcft alnqoft invariably, and ought, 
therefore, on the foregoing principle, to be 
earefufiy avoided in every poflible cafe. ; : 
* • When a 'large extenfive caries has taken 
'place in the hip joint, affecting the head, and 
^iieck of the thigh bone, and acetabulum 

' " which ftrc formed in confequence of iriolent contuflqns 

* «* aWit the joint of the hip, and by making the patient ab- 

' ^ ftam from all motion which might impede the operations of 

** nature and thofe of art, the complete aiichylofii of the ar- 

*' tioulatinig furfaces might be obtained, which, in the defpe- 

'«* rate cafes we are fpeaking of, i* the onlyfource we have to 

** look up to. To what has been laid on this fubje^t I ihall 

<* -add that it would be proper to put the lower extremity and 

'<* the trunk in fuch a pofetion, with refpe£^ to each other, 

** that after the formation of the anchylofis th^ latter (hould 

^' preferre as much as poffible a vertical direSion with the 

«• limb. E. 
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X)f the ifchion, the principal hope of cure 
feems to be the foriiiation of an anchylofis 
in the joint, fbppofing the upper extremity 
of the bone not to have efcaped from ' the 
cotyloid cavity, orthat cavity not to be fo 
much deftroyed, but that it may ftill admit 
of an anchylofis. 

In the circumftances, and on the flippofi* 
tion juft mentione49 anchylofis is the utmoft 
the furgeon can hope for, and in this ilage of 
the diieafe, the befl obje^ he can puriiie, 
uncomfortable and diflrefsful as it muft now" 
be to the feeling of the patient, and his friends 
to learn, that the ultimate fuccefs he can now 
look for, is the difmiffal of a lame, halting, 
hopelcfs objed from his care. Hard, very hard 
it is, for all concerned, when, after an attei)d- 
ance of three or four years, the furgeon can 
produce nothing better than fuch a difcredtt- 
able inftance of his art, being the only re- 
fburce, which nature affords in fo defperate a 
Etuation . The parts affe(Scd are! not abfolute- 
ly vital organs, but, from their fituation, are 
nearly connected with them; the danger of 
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its immediate lofs being, in this deplomHtf 
il^i^y Co manifedly imminent, the prefervation' 
of life bbvioufly becomes the Ible objeft to be 
aisAed at* If this cannot be attained without 
kfs of parts, and their Jconfiequent motion^ 
the imperfe^ion of the fcienie of fiirgery is 
to be regretted, and no blame can properly be 
attached to it^ profeflbrs*. Where impoffi- 
biliti^g cannot be affefted, where tone and 
ctfrCiUge abfolutely dcftroyed, abforbed^ and 
aiiAihilated as far as rcfpedks this part, cannot 
by any art be reproduced^ the prefervation 
of life at any rate, and the prefervation <^ the 
Kmb, as entire as poffible, are ftill very 
important objefts, and well worth pur{tting. ' 

£ft quodam prodirc tenus>, fi non datirr uUfa. 

Towards the attainment of thefe ends,- the 

* Quam graviter illi laborent, qui initio articuli inflatione, 
detn humore illo ftagnante afHciuntur, qili iaflaiionero exct* 
tar, et acris fa<5lu8j irritate et corrodit internas deiade etiam 
externas partes, norunt ilH, qui per menfes, et annos, fedulo 
ocrini attentione talia deligaverunt ulceraj pedetenrimemmuU 
cera ilia innumeros finus generant, quotidie infignem quantU 
tatem ichoris fundunt, cms atrophia afficiunt, deinde et totuni 
GotpVLt^ vdf erofo ardculo iaevitabilenii atque fimul. iQ« 
curabilem producunt anchytofin. Schweocke Haematologiae 
p. 21U " 



/ 
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Icicuce of medical furgery affords much * 
affiftance, but furgery ftridtly confider^d ^s * 
manual art, is but of little fervice. The 
opening of the abfcefs, and expofing thp 
difeafed joint iu fpi^c meafure to the influp 
ence of external air, maiy even from theory 
be confidered, as having a tendency to increafe 
the morbid afFcdion of the parts. It is cer- 
Jtainly kijpwn, that in this complaint the curd 

is not accelerated^ equivalent to jtl^e hazard 
inpurred ; nor, perhaps, is there any advan,- > 
tage derived froip fuch an operation, in any 

* * • • - 

cafe of difeaied bones, excepting where the 
carious bone can be entirely removed. 

If it be faid^ that an exfoliation takes place 
much fboner, where the furface of the dif- 
eafe4 bone is laid open, it ought to be recoU 
Jedcd, that the expofure of the bone to aii;^ 
often creates the neceffity of this exfoliation^ 
But if its furface he not expofcd to air, 
ei^p^tnence proves, that a difeafed bone 
alters. tP a b<?althy ftate, and that even aij 
extcnfive furface of bone fometimes rc» 
covers itfelf, without apparent lo^ of fub* 
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ftancc, where the integuments have not been 
bpened. This is eminently confpicuous in 
enlargment of cylindrical bones, from vene- 
real, and fcrophulous attadls. If fuch altera- 
'lions take place, as they certainly do, in the 
interfaces between joints,* is it not proper^ 
indeed neceflary, in all abfceffes proceeding 
from joints, particularly the hip joint, to adopt 
fuch a praAice as does not expofe to air 
*parts too nearly conncdled with the general 
welfare of the human fyftem, to admit of large 
exfoliations, or of any treatment which 
produces fuch long continued, and copious 
difcharges of matter, as are the unavoidable 
confequences of a free opening into thefe 
cavities ? 

The praftice of fuffering fuch abfceffes to 
'burfl fpontaneoufly, is, not always fuccefsful, 
but inflances of fortunate terminations are 
Sufficiently frequent, to juflify an adhere- 
ancc to the praftice of forbearance. On the 
other hand, the. practice of making a large 
opening, either by ineifion, by cauflic, or by 
feton^ into abfceffes communicating with ca- 
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rifes of Joints, is, in almoft every inftance, well 
known to be followed by a train of untoward, 
and hopelefs iymptoms, which ufually termi- 
nate in death. 
' Hedical fymptoms, it is admitted, wiH 
fbmetimes enfue, after the fpontaneous burft- 
ing of an abfcefs from the hip joint, and 
doubtlefs require the utmoft attention, and 
afliftance. Colliquative fweats, and purgings, 
great emaciation, and almoft total proft ration of 
ftrength, frequently occur under the mildeft 
poflible treatment of the difeafe. Even when 
the abfcefs hasburft, the patient will lie fbme- 
times for months without the ability of aflifting 

4iihif?lf, arid icafcdy bear to be touched in bed, 

• » 

without crying out in agony from the pain in 
the joint. All this niay be cohlidered as a na- 
tural confequence of the loofe and unconnec- 
ted ftate of the carious bone, and of the irrita- 
ble ftate bf the flefliy parts furrounding it ; 
licveirtheleis, this moft impromifing cafe 
,will often terminate fuccefsfully, if unnc- 
ceflary fiirgical operation be forborn, if unne- 
ceflary motion in the limb be avoided, and if 
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fuch medicines be adminiftered. as are of 

. . . ■ ^ . 

fiifficient efficacy to counteract the moft ur- 
gent iymptoms of danger : opiates to mitigate 
pain, and the peruvian bark, adminiflered in 
as large dofes as the ftomach will bear, b^ve^ 
in many cafes which I have feen, been unr 
queftionably ferviceable. 

To render this pradlice fliccefsful, a nutri- 
live <liet and good air are effentially requifite. 

• ... 

Patients labouring under this difeafe have 

• •» ... 

ufiially inordinate defire for animal food, 
which, within realbnable bounds, may fajfclj 
be indulged. In cafes- of lumbar abfcefles^ 
and of abfcefles from the hip joint dileafe, 
I have invariably fepn the good efFefts, arifing 
from a change of the antiphlogiftic, to a cor- 
dial plan of diet. Many of th? obje<9:s of this 
complaint, exhaufted by a profufe^nofturnal 
pcrlpiration, have in the morning been im- 
portunate for refrefliments^ of the moft (olid 
nature. They have an eager craving for 
ftrong fpups, jiieat, porter,, and wipe, . and 
ficken at the offer of tea, barley w'ater, and 
weak diluting beverages ; fo far from denying 
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cnced the advantage of complying vi'.ifcinthismw 
i. X^e ^beaefi^^i^l; effeasQEgop^^^r^^^JAeypry 
period • pf thi^ cpnaplaint, are known to all 
praflitioners. hi the kfs; dangerous attacks of 
&rofjbui^,. thq .difad van tage pf living in large 
cities, fin crowded hofpi^ais, iiVrParrow ftrectS| 
and in fmall,^ low, or damp houfes, is well 
known, but in the hip joint difeafc the benefit? 
derived from a country air, and particularly 
in an open fituation near the fea, ^r? fp g^rc^t, 
that they feem to fupercede, in a great mea- 
fure, every Qt;her inedical attention. ^. ^ 

. ..This fimpl^ mode of trcafanent, in which 
tbc I priudpal . points are, to avoid iurgicai^ 
operations, and unneceffkry mdtion, and 'ta 
procure, as^ much as poffible, an enjoyment of 
good air, and nutritive diet, requires perhaps 
no ftrongcr rec6mmendationj than the refke- 
tion, that thfe nxethod to whicb it is bppofed,; 
is tmifonnly iihfuccefsful, whjilfl: this mocct 
caly ofi^i 'fcoftk for th!c ^piti^ne, and the furgeon, 
has: tlie fuperipr advantage of being lcl5>^ 



[ 130 ,1 

terrible to the fceliugs of thcobjefi principally 
concerned.: .!> 

. It htey !k)t'^hotwever be inip^ope^ Ift^this 
^lacc, to call the attention of the' praftitioner 
to fome fafts, Which arife from the compari*- 

fbn of this with 'Other difeafcs of 'bonfe^, where 

' . . • ♦ • • • 

the iimple efFdrfs of nature alene fedm to be 
hiore fucccfsful than the beft' 'performed 
operations of art. 

. A cari'oiis ftate of the veftebrse is a com- 
p'feint'lcnown to fefe - t>f *th^- -mdft fatal ten- 
dency ; yet this difeafeV Whefre external fuppu- 
ration has not-takeii 'pk6te'j- is by proper 
treaimetiit ,oftantiracfe'^curddAf" Whcrfe aiifex- 

iernal iabffoefs has wnfortuiiiafefy . iwipp^nedi,- 
either frproitbe ttatur:e:of the compdaiiit, or 
from the want' of. a jttdicious application of thq 
caufticy^ in an early pieriodj^ ia fuccefsful tcfnoi- 
nation is: mote; \\k^ly !to Tcfolt from :fu(tli^a 
plan^ tis is, here recommended^ which imitiatefi 
the proceedings of patur^m.bcr trL^erof.rthc^ 
4ifeare, than 'frKi)n[i,;the:«p^tho(i t(j^' wihigh* it'iisb 
oppbfed, which whites 7 'the rp^Mfets ufi tim] 
conftitution by large openings, unavoidably 
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produftive of copious difcharges of matter. 
In many cafes of this kind, where I have 
carefully obferved the progrefs of this lament- 
able difbrder, I have noted that, with very" 
little furgical treatment, and fcarcely any tna- 
nual operation, but with the ftritStcft attention 
to a liberal and nutritive diet, with a free ufe 
of the bark, as fymptoms feemed occafionally- 
to require, the difeafe has been kept at bay iii" 
many cafes, and, in fome, has been abfolutely 
removed ; the cure proving, fo far as I have 
been able to colled, permanent, for although' 

the incurvation remained, th6 patients have- 
continued well in other refpefts. 

There is no circumftance better known in- 
forgery, nor any faft more worthy of atten- 
tion, than the difference of fuccefi attending 
the treatment of fradtures, and diflocations, 
which are called fimple, and thofe which.nre 
con^monly diftinguiihed by the dendmina- 

tions of compound frafturcs arid diflocations* 

* * 

Simple frafhires, namely, thofe not accom- 
panied with a wound penetrating to the 
fra£lured bone, with very few exceptions,. are 



[ 132 1 

cafily cured, and bring equal credit to the 
furgeon, and comfort to the patient. But the 
cure of compound fra£tures and diflocations, 
particularly where they are thought neceflary 
to be frequently opened, for the infpeftion of 
the furgeon, and for .the application of plaifters, 
poultices, and^ fomentations, becomes tedious, 
and frequently hazardous. Inflammation, 
fever, and fuppuration often enfue, the extre- 
mities of the fradlured bone unite with 
difficulty, the cure becomes ftubborn, the art 
of furgery is depreciated, the patient's hope of 
recovery fruftrated, by repeated fuppuration 
from parts connefted with the injured bone, 
much of life is loft, and perhaps the final 
refource of amputation becoiiics, after all, 
unayoidable. 

A procefs, not altogether diflinailar, fbme- 
times takes place in difeafes of joints, and 
particularly in that of the hip joint. To a 
fimple fracture of bone, may be compared 
that kind of caries in the hip joint, which, 
commencing in abrafion of the cartilages, 
and terminating in anchylofis, proceeds in 
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its various ftages, without an external open- 
ing formed from the difeafed boge. Though, 
the head and neck of the thigh . bone, and 
the cotyloid cavity, become in the progrefs of 
the complaint, as it were, obliterated, and 
an abforption of bony nlktter be daily going 
on, a fa£t clearly afcertained by the (horten- 
iag of the limb, though an anchylofis of 
the joint take place, if the extremities of the 
bones are in fuch a fituation, as to admit of 
anchylofis, though a new pofition of parts 
may enfuc, and a long feries of years elapfe^ 
before a firm confblidation can be efFeded ; 
yet the rilk, as far as it concerns the life 
of the patient, is almoft totally done away,* 
The tedious interval is not marked by the 
impending terror of death, the iymptoms of 
bc£kic fever, colliquative fweats", purgings, 
andiextreme weaknefs, which ufually precede . 
its fatal conclufion, when attended with ex- 
ternal fuppuration, rarely in this fimple flate 
of the complaint, combine to embitter the 

-« Sec cafe XIV. 



[ 134 ] 

many years of fufpenfe, which muft clapfe, 
before a perfedl convalefcence can be ac-« 
eomplilhed. 

During this flate of the difeafe, which 
is a caries of the joint, proceeding to anchy- 
'tofis, without an external fuppurat ion, much 
relief may occafionally be given to the pa- 
tient by medicine, and by a regimen com- 
prehending an attention to diet, air, cloathing, 
atid every minute particular, which has. a 
tendency to counterad caries, or a fcrophu- 
k>U8 dilpofitiori of the habit. Every circum- 
ftance alfo, which is capable of exciting 
infiai^mation, and fuppuration, in the pait 
afFcdted, muft be carefully attended to. Such 
local exacerbation of the complaint, if likely 
to take place, is to be obviated by topical 
bleeding, with leeches, or cupping. Bliflers, 
or even an ifTue^ may occafionally be ufed, as 
fyraptoms appear to require ; and in addition 
to thofe means, no plan can be more ftrongly 
recommended, on every juft principle, than 
to take off, as much as poffible, the prcfTure 
of the trunk from the difeafed joint. In this 
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ftaW of: the- difeafe,^ th^JhortettiHgrof the 
thigh'ibooe, the deformed: appearance of fhe^ 
hip, manifeftly prove a carie$ of the jpint^ as 
evidently zs a, caries of the. vertebrae, or a 
moUities bfliimi, i&idbmonlilratediiy.an ihcur«- 
vatiott of theipinei r : i 

The utilkjr pJ5;,themachi»es contrived by 
Vacher, for fuchidiftOTtipOjf.QT.ipQurya^ipnitf 
the ipitie^ confifls in thbir power ^r lujpfpitr 
ing ibriie part^ ofithe Weight of rtbfi heS^iip 
aS: to leflen iita iprefliir^t!oh/tha|:.cl|ifai . of 
bones, which is fuppofed to h^Vj^i^irndbrgont 
A moriud alteratiot^ ;t for, it ifliiv>t cteijl/that 
mjjt ffwial flMchinea arei enviable .<»f .^oductog 

;lMe.a:t6p4wc){ t^.ifl<5rfafe; thp f4i^fe*:^;frh9 

sidywli^gfl.pf |l>ef<^ »a<cbine§ hqy^ffvcr, if they 
dobfrt fcrve tptafcero^^.pFqCferea., cannot b^ 
!4wbl«l...;Thqir.^itu4c:^r ^^spjif^spofe, and 
the^f, ackaqwlpdged utility in-, the fopport of 
the head, and the diminution of its prefTiu-e 
on the trunk, are fads deferi«i)g attentioQ. 
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W \\rould be' fortumte, if the knowledge 
of thefe drcumftances could faggcfft any 
important mechanical improvement, calcu- 
lated to produce the iame beneficial efFeft in 
-the ^ip'djfeaie; as nothing can berxrlearer^ 
from natural, manifed indications, than that 
;thie patients muft feeleafe, and advantage 
^om every expedient td prex^ent the weigKt 
tif tbc body,' in any degree whatfoever, from 
^rcffirtg oh'the joint, during the prevalence of 
the idliiJafe^ or whilft it iri|i a iftate of gradual 
convaleftfeiDDb." 1 J 

Altliough,Jift evei<yftageof thccurev'the 
paiiedti t(B Well affi(ted by • tm^k ^amfedfes, 
as for as they-'>t^6f|ii^ air, diet/ aiid \ne- 
ditineyf^KG*^^ tbefetiipe^ whfen ^an iftHam- 
,fi3Mt^yo:^fi^ri8i reqbire&i -a^A < wafrant|& -a 

Siizti6ti*fttiki fdeh^^realmetit ,^; al?^fiiUhoi3gh 
every riiethbd be adopted td ^ preyeHt,' if 
poffibte, >aa ektemal luppuratioh, yht tHe 
^hcral^plian of dure'- -nhiay -be ^^ ai(fecf ^' a»to 
imprttvid exceedingly, by a vigilaiit'^atteAt. 

tion to 'every lenient device, wfiich a p6r- 
i^d •kiiowiedge of the local ^nittire -If the 
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^ifeafe, <?an'flrggcflr>to the ingenuity of tfce 
iurgeon. ; ' ' : ./ / -., 

Wh(cn air, and rrxcrcifc .^rt recommended 
to the patient, in order to improve, ajind to 
maintain hi^ getieral fyilem of health, it ia fit, 
and jiecdOfaiy, that' he be fiipported with great 
care ind donveciicnce on crutches. In this 
iVate'aad period of ithe.di&afe he muA not be 
iiiiF^be^ io hoibfale with a i^ickvm.'.one hand^ 
tm.itji) mft withijany-iftiiefs .cln:flic: toes jrf 
the limb affedled* It is bbVioUfe^ wbtnta 
fliortening ~^ bf . $ the jlimb ^ has, , indubitably 
tak»n place^ th^ : no means, have * b^n hitherr 
itou'difctweced:, which . can » reftore loft of 
fubfbnce.in bones, ^nd cartilages, and that 
this fhorteniug of the limb does iiot de^ 
^nd upon. fpafm,[ and contradion of the 
mufdesj,: therefore every attempt imdf^tQ 
■procure' its elongation, either by encourj^pig 
this ipatient to ufe: it without tl\e aflitftaaice 
lof ddutchfes^ tsttmA ta .& fttfc only iii wilk- 
ing^ or the additiion of. a leaden weight. to the 
<&lk*:o£ ;his' (hoc, which is fbmyeCimes in^u- 
dipioufly made^ mufl neceflarHy irritate the 
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diieaie, and provokii an iextemalrfnppu ration^ 
an event which of all others fhould be print 
cipAly. dreaded^ and fnoft carefully guaMied 

^:'l[h6 .tkbeS^ty of conlhiKtl}^ poifing:,: and 
|iraperiy;/iibppoiitmg.^ the: body ua . icrotdbes, 
cahnoli be tbd/ftrongly cnforceaij i Ifjthe 
'lEsrutches 'be l^'ft off too fooa, all is iundone; 
(^hadevier>niay:haye hoin .gaihid vi^BI quidclj 
Ik loft; and a:fatal tdtminatioh of tike difeafe 
muft^ipeedily follow. - > f 

vjoThb iunfcemlincfebf ufing thefe cumberr 
^oiriQiuppofts operates, ilronglyoynltie miiuk 
jof ^obng.vpalients^: wbo^bi:e ^lotOFally defi^ 
rou5 !of availing rithenrielvcs 6fr the ufe of 
-thleiriimbsyatad^'ara ca^en'tQ^gebrid of the 
tfl4rks> of'dM'Jjge? anik iitfitnn(Jtyt Too ofp 
<|ifenjJ>4«|i lfe[eir-'fQtufe / {otrciw'^jiihcy throw 
jhisft^ '^away, ior /at-^ Icaffc. occificMiallyuHegi- 
ledl^-^fic^m^lbefooeiiia^ firm! J and mdiilqluble 
ilhion ^ iia[$' ^takbiiil piacner bstti^®eft)( c itiei i thigh 
blAi«^^a}i$/4lye osi kihoniirniatiiuii ;)'i arid thqjia^ 
tWii t»ifffe^ericei i^ that fireiH fijppiaratitbfts 
'ilMne^*^^ iifro,rtaiibo:hea vyjar pr^re qh bovitB 
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loofely connedked, or not complefeely ^nt 
chylofed. 

During every period of the, complaint, 

prior to a firm and complete Ainion of the 

bones, there k the greateft propriety, indeed 

an indifpenfible neceffity, of fupporting the 

body on crutches. Not only are fuppurations 

brought on afrefli, by throwing crutches afida 

too foon> Of even by neglecJlmg then* ogcafi^ 

^Oaliy; bijt^ moreover, by )fuch oyerhafty^ 

and injudicious atteJmpts to b^r on the litnbj 

before the consolidation of the bope is e|ea:ed, 

irritatioa,^ alnd pain are necejSarily produced 

to . t]:)e difeafed hip; and confequently th^ 

patient, with a view of throwing a greatef 

proportion of the weight of the trunk on the 

ibupd lijnb, is naturally obliged to lean, an4 

bear on the oppofite fide. His doing of this, 

very fboli becomes a, habit, which, in youi^g 

' perlbns, aUnofl; invariably produces a dUl:or« 

tion of the ipbe, in. a greater or .lefler 

degree ; and this calamity adds confiderablj 

to the unhappinefs, and the deformity of 

the fufFerer. There is, b^fides all this, a 



t 140 ] 

danger of occafioning, by fuch precipitate, 
and indifcreet pradlice, or negleft, a contrac- 
tion of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis,* 
from incurvation of the os facnim, a circum- 
fiance very material, and peculiarly un- 
fortunate to female patients. 

* 

PrefTure, and mufcular motion operate 
powerfully, and extenfively both in the pro- 
gi»^j^alid tprminatiouof difeafes of joints, 
the* pathology ' of which is difficult to be 
c!)cplaiftcd, without a particular reference to 
their local (ituations. A caries of bone is 
the fame in every part of the body, whether 
it be a difeafe in the bones of the toes, the 
foiot, the ankle, the knee, the hip, the ver- 
tebrae, the bones of the fingers, the wrift, 
tiie ^IboHv, or the fhoulder ; but the ter- 
tirtnatibn of caries iis not equally difaflrous 
in tht)fc feveral parts, all equally liable to 
fee afFefted by it, the event being influ- 
6n6ad virioufly by the particular fituation of 
ftV^^iibne. 



..> -.. .. ■ ' 
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In attending to difcafed joints, it may be 
obferved, that the fame difeafe of white, 
fwelling, as it is commonly called, or ca- 
ries, exifting in the extnemitics of bon^s^ 
forming joints, is not fo fatal in the Upper, as 
it is ill the lower extremity. This difeafe 
occurs in the elbow joints and in the joint of 
the wrift, as frequently as in that of the knee^ 
and in the ankle joint^ but it is not attended 
with equal danger, or fatality. It is wel|[ 
known, that thft amputation of the arm^ is b^ 
no means fo often performed as that of the 
leg ; neither is it fo often neceffary to. 
amputate, for the ^v(ip coniplaint of the 
elbow, or the wrift joint, as it is for that of 
the knee, or the ankle joint. The true rea-* 
fons for this difference inay probably appear, 
from confidering the fituation, and the mo- 
tion of the refpe6live parts, before mentioned, 
although effefted with one, and the very 
iame difeafe. 

A patient applies for furgical affiftance, ,^f|^ 
a cafe of ftrumous caries; in the wrifl:* 9r/cl- 
bow, the difeafe being clearly marked, by; en- 
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largcrAent of the joint, by violent pain, "by 
abrafion of cartilages, and wafting 6f the 
limb, both above and below the difeafed part ; 
lymptoras, which left to thcmfelvcs, are well 
kn6Wn to terttrinate fooner, or latter, in ftjp- 

puttrtW oIF the parts. NeVerthdlefs, the 

• • . . 

praftice ofTu^gery (hews, that in the upper 
extremity, the fuppurative progrefs is naore 
eafily chedkied by art ; and th4t the meansi 
iven of cnring the difeafe, are mwe fuccefs^ 
ful, than the vtvy ianae means are, wheii 
employed in the cure of fimilai^ complaints of 
the knee, and nAOehmore of the afnkle. 

Whence does this arife ? ' Or how it is to 
be atcounted for? I think the caufe is to be 
fouiid in thtf fituation of the^art, which ii 
not fo miich fexpo{ed.t64fritation by preffure, 
and more eafily admits^ of a' ftate of quietude 
favourable to the operation of femfedies, whilft 
at the fame time, th6 patient is capable of ufing 
freely the requifite exercife fo coiidufive'to 
the ftipport of^ his gcndritl health; '' . 

When 'the fame caUfe ctf t'6m^tiiiit exifts 
in the ankle joints, even With a Icfs decree 6f 
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dif6ilfe, tbdre are hvit fewwho'canV and fe^et 
ivhb will, give to rerri^es thctt full probtf- 
biUty bf fudceifs,' or to thei ji^tt aflfeaed^tbeiir 
faircA' chance ^ recovery, by fubtoittitfg tb 
tbat confineirieiit, ^d a6htiiiuadde in a ftatfe 

of reft; whil^ is indifiienribly ftee^flary' t^ 

• ■ ■ . » • »• 

<^6iAdte thef^naHveibpeiration ofthfc dne^i^ 
the rtUef, i'nd're.eftablirhife'eht of ftie othiii. 
It might perhaps be impoflible t6^ have fstdk 
eafe as is re^tiifitcj or a <x)rnplete adVSnta^ef 
reft arid indWgericfe -for the loWef t!xt««iJfyi 
conGfteilt With the loco-motive eXercifei afltd 

* 

Obange of air^ dflcHtJally neiEfdful to preS^'b 
■^ Con#itutidn/Jif<!>i'''a Jeiigth '6f time iSi 
fafficieht VijgourVeiy redft'-tftcili effeas bFari 
exifting fcrophulous caries^ 61' of a bad di{p6f$«> 
tion of the part tainted with fcrophnla,' and 
haflening to caries. It ihifft likewife be 
remembered that: the cxire of difeafed jointi, ' 
Whether '€fffe<aed by nature, iri her procefs of 
ancliyto&,-w'adc<i>ta|4i(hed by art, by iti 
raettils-#pTeferv^ funinjtirfed the cartilagmoui 
oftdsajfi the bones, k a i very ftdkiuSidpetationi 
ahdiVBEjn liable to! b?' interrlipted by a varitt^ 



of caufcsj contingent, and very difficult txx bf 
fprcfecn.. If fach jdifeafq 9f the aiijfle joii;rf 
proceeds to. fuppurati9i9,iv)aad:^.?p;; external 
wound enfucs, it then becomes a nn[%lad35,;to 
be cured only by amputation ;^ fprii'tUe garjt^^ 
bping thus injured, experience (hews that, the 
diieaie would, if not preventedby ampvitatioa, 

a 

jprove fataL . When the cartilages ^ of thf 
bones which form this joint are abraded, it 
-ji^ jcj^iffieult to conceive,, tfjat an apchy lofi* cam 
bocon^e fufficiently ftrong . to.^ar t^ie; weight 
of the body, it would be liable to be diftu/^ 
bed,: ,by 4^e ieaj3; attempt a*, active exertipn, 
jxor does it fccrn :prpb9,^e,nthati..th.e whole 
weight pf . the , t'^ut^k :cq»1^i u .^vi^r . .be . iperr 
ipaneo^tly fupported pu , this jdint|. although 
^the bonps were perf^dlyupitedbyanchylofis. 
This opinion;! haVe foniid-from pioardGuU 
unprejudiced ^confideratia& of dtfaib-difeafo^cas 
far as it reipedfij the jpiot of tfb^-anklcsj'ifiif i 
have never feen a /iri?^r,^d>vfQfjJl, Itetbi^^ 
ferved, : after a . carip^.fc:*^ pqt::^ jf cally ptfldem 
place in this j<>int ; .norr after a >difpcg(itcorf.4o 
caries in it, had cleairly . becohie . nxnnifeffc 
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On the contrary I have always obfervfed, that 
the cures boafted of iii fuch cafes, whatever 
reputation they may bring to the perfortrierd, 
do little for the unhappy patients, ultimatiely 
proving to be fuppofitious, and (hort lived. 

"The joint oif the knee is alfo peculiarly 
unfortunate, when it is attacked with this* 

difeafe; inftances however of foccefsful 
treatment occur much oftener than in the 
ankle joint. When a ftrift adherence to reft 
has been maintained for a confiderable length 
of time, during the early period of the difeafe, 
local applications have been manifeftly itieful, 
and the joint has been preferved entire. 

In other cafes, where the caries his been 
more advanced, an anchylofis has taken place 
in the knee joint, between the condyles of the 
thigh bone, and the upper end of the tibia ; 
and if, during that procefs, the leg has been 

kept' extended, it has ibmetimes happened, 
that the limb has been preferved in ah ufeful 
ftate*. But if it has been kept in a bent po- 



* Sec cafe V. of white fwelling of the knee. 



fi|ioii, during^ ^ the coijrfc of the cure, ihf 
lilia^^i^Mtl^o^Si^ thus prefcry^d^. cannot be of 
mudji ufc; and it wqulii hsive been betl^ei;, 
fc^f t^e general pyrpofe^ of life, if th6patien$: 
had |u^^^an ^pujtatioa, and. availed him- 
fqlf , of ^tja,^ \jCfJl-contriygd, and commodiqus 
iij^^t^t^^, ^]yGh< ingqnuity fupplies*. 
, f^tier^jijs a.^widedifje/ence when a; caries, 
tajffip pjaq^ jft th^ vrrift,' Qti ^Ibow joint ; forj. 
altfeQUgb aR.amchylofiSf fhould not quickly 
foftn^. thfi: niKeffity of am|>utating the. upper 
c^reihity 4oes not certiainly foUov/ merely 
fi^m; the^ joiiits being carious ^ it bizing a. 
known .6^^ that this difcafe^ particularly in 
young fiibjedb^ often continues, for it. great 
immber of: years> and producer r^ated 
fuppurations^ without any very material injury 
to the conftitntion, and yet a complete ^nd 
acknowledged caries may tjltlmately terminate 
with the inconvenience only of a ftiff joint; 
aad^the limb itfelf evetn in a ftate of anchyfofia, 
may: become* very uieful^ provided it has boea 
kept in a proper politiofl, during the formation 
«f that union. 



\ jiFhe cemlney ciC'tiifeifea is^Tr^f iifciBt*, 
and it -is ofig^eat if^^KTH^^d't^^^l^flei^n^ 

i«oittiifi^rwiiii5tf^;^ atfd l^i^iiiimct(i^'^a{eL'-6^f 
ihifekrAk ofteir»teMW<icetsfuTii^; wi^hou^ 
atir ' fo'ch '•' oj^kt^iif '-This' fs f'^fe' 'Well 

practitioners of medicine, and furgefy, who 
avail themfelves of that dread of pain which 
is infeparable from human nature, and 
graft their own profits upon it, by cenfuring 
and condemning inaifcriminately, all painful 
furgical operations in thefe diforders, craftily 
leaving their difeafes to the powerful efforts of 
nature, which often remedy them fpontane- 
oufly without the intervention of art. Mean* 
while they live by their enormous gains on 
the ufelefs and trifling medicines they vend ; 
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aDidf impudently impofing on tho^i credulity 
and weakncis of mankind, and arrogating to 
,t;l|^felve8 t(ie; . reputation of cures, wbidi; 
whie;n not eqtirely efieded by nature, arc 
fill^cioifs, and. abortive, icarcely outliving the 
^^c^^ hvid bills and productions which 
apQ9^n^(^,thep. Sojuft is the ob&rvation qf 
I^f^jPpttpn^epraftice of enjpjfics, refpefting 
theic t^tment of the 6fb;ila in ano, applicatJie 
^withr c^ual pfopriety ito their treatment of 
many; . oth^ local complaints. *^ Regular 
*• practitioners are looking for what thefe 
*V people do, but overlook what they do 

**. hot a©.'* , 
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SECT. V. 

Cafes of the Difeqfe of the Hip Joints with 

Ohfervations. 



Case I. 

Difeafi of the Hip Joint in its early Jiate^ 
. cured by an IJfue made by Caufiic. 

Mr. ASHFIELD, in Great St. Andrcw^s 
Street,- Seven Dials, on the SOth of Decem- 
ber, 1789, defired me to vifit his {on, a 
boy of eight years old, on account of a 
lamenefs, proceeding from a complaint in 
the hip joint. The parents of the child 
were apparently healthy, excepting that the 
father was fubjed to ulcerations of the eye- 
lids. The boy was of a fair complexion, 
^d bad. enjoyed an uninterrupted ftate of 
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health, till the laft fix months, when it was 
obferved that he was very lame, and was 
eafily tired in walking. 

At the time I faiW hltAi he was juft reco- 
vering from a fever, for which he had been 
attended by Mri Jackfon, Apothecary in Scfao 
fquare. The right leg was fwellcd about the 
ankle and the pain in that knee was ft) violent, 
that it could not be alleviated by opiates. 
The thigh and leg on the fame fide were 
wafted ; and the afFecSed limb was found 
(0 be hal£ an inch longer than the othed 
The lyinphatic glands in the groin were 
enlarged, and he felt uneafinefs on pref- 
iit^g rwttd the hip joints Tbeg^uersLj l|aiite 
of hi* health was much afftdlt^d^ bp was 
very wejik, jiOd fipking under prafyfe .and 
colliqu^tivdj fweats. The bark, which had 
been very judiciou fly ordcrd! for him, wa&con^ 
tilckacd, acid the i. following day« I applied tfai4 
caiiftic, rubbing it on the Ikin, fo as to prodwje 
an oval efchar, an inch in length, an half mi 
inch in breadth, behind the gr^^t trochanter 
of the thigh bone. I iaw the patient fevaral 
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times, during the firfl: fortnignt after the 

• ' ■ ■ ' ' t I 

application of the cauftic, and had the plealure 

of obferving, that the local and jgentral fytnp- 

toms of the difea'fe b^gan to give way. 

On the l6th of January, 1790, the ifTue 

difcharged freely, his f^renglh and appetite 

.' 
were returning, he flept during the whole 

. "i 
night, and the colliquative fweats were coil- 

iiderably checked. 

Feb. 9th, he continued gaining ftrength, 
walked with a ftickj but was very lame ; 
his mother however thought, that he then . 
walked better than he had done for four 
months, the pain in his knee was entirely- 
gone, and from this time, there was a vifible 
alteration in every refpeft for the better. 

In the month of June, the parents fent 
him to fchool, keeping the iffue open at the 
lame time with great care. 

Augnft 10th, the elongation was ftill evi- 
dent, but the boy was in every other refpe<Ji 
well, and walked three or four miles a day% 

Dfecembcr 7th, 1 790, I found him in i 
perfed ftate bf health, the limb was of the 
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fame length as the other, and the emaciation 
of the thigh and of the calf of the le^» 
was no longer perceptible ; he kept three peas 
in the iflue, and went to fchool at fome dif- 

lb 

tance from London, ufing the feme exercile 
as the other boys. 

October the 9th, 1792, the ifliic was dried 
up, and the boy remained quite welU 



Case II. 

Difeafe of the Hip Joints cured by an IJfue 

made by cauftic. 

Abraham Lewis, a boy of feven years 
old, was recommended to the Weftminfter 
General Difpenfary, September l6ch 1790. 
He was of a pale complexion, and appeared 
greatly emaciated ; not having been able to 
get out of bed for the laft three weeks, with- 
out cfllftance, and after being taken from the 
bed, he could not walk for the firft hour. 
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By walking, be fooii became tired, was fre- 
quently fleeplefs during tbe whole, nigbt, and 
cried out inceflantly from pain in bis right 
thigh, and knee. The thigh and leg were 
wafted conliderably, the lymphatic glands 
in the groin were fwelled, and be felt much 
difficulty in moving the limb. On meafur- 
ing tbe two lower extremities, the difeafed 

one was found to be half an inch longer 

« 

than the other. It was verv manifeft, that 
he could not fupport the trunk equally oa 
both the lower extremities, for, in attempting 
to ftand in an ereft pofition, the body was 
inclined to the left fide, and principally fup- 
portcd by the left leg, Avhich was in a firni, 
and rigid ftate of extenfion, wbilft tbe right 
knee was bent, and partially relaxed. 

On the 1 7th of September, I applied the 
cauflic, in the n^nner defcribed in the fore- 
going cafe. On the 22d, I faw the patient 
again, and was informed that the pain in the 
knee was ledened, and that his health was 
fomcwhat mended. 

On the 30th, he was much ftronger, walk-t 
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iiig without any afliftance, and the iffue dli* 
charged freely. On the 1 8th of Oftober, he 
was free from pam, his health was much 
better, anki from that time he continued 
mending ' Vi^fcly in every re(peft . 

H* kept the iffue open fbr two years, its 
fufface being frequently fprinkled witlj pow- 
dered cantharides, but no othei- external ap-^ 
plicatioiTS Were ufed to the part, nor any 
internal !rt^dicines given,* excepting finall 
dofes of powdered jalap, to keep his bowels 
open* On the l8th of OAober, 1793, I faw 
this patient, in the enjoyment of perfdSl 
health. 



Case IIL 



Difmfe of the Hip Joint attended with an ri:^ 
iemal fupputation^ and terminating in An^ 
^ (hylqfis of tJie Joint. 

■ 

On the 38th of September, 1785, a gentle* 
man from Great MarloW in Buckingham- 



4 

tfhim, called on' itie to fee- hi^- ^daughieri 
who feid a vioJettt pain and fw^Iiag from 
the hip joint. The limb was contradked^ and 
wafted ; flie complained much of frequent 
pains in the knee; Ihe was eleven years 
of age, apparently healthy in every refpeft, 
but what proceeded from the cfFe6ls of the 
local difeafe. She had no diipofition tt> 
pulmonary complaints, no fcrophulous en- 
largement of tlie extremities of bones, nor 
any other fymptpm, which indicated a ftru* 
mous conftitutioo, ' 

The cauftic was applied in the ufuai mar^ 
ncr $ a fuppuration however from the joint 
ibon followed, but was not attended with any 
dangerous fymptoms. The abfccfs was fiif- 
fered to burft fpoutancoufly, and continued 
difcharging near two years, when, the iiftui* 
kxus fore healed, without any particular treat<-^ 
ment. I did not fee this patient above three 
or four times, but the reliilt of the cafe was, 
that (he kept the iffue open for feveral years* 
At the prefettt period, 0<9x)ber 1792^ fhe id 
grown a tall, healthy woman, free from any 
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incotivenience, but what arifcs from the limb 
aficdled, being about half an inch ihorter than 
jhe other* 



Case IV. • 

tkfeafe of the Hip Joint cured by Anchylq/is^ 
during the ufe of the Caujiic. 

John Wilson, fon of Mr. Wiifon, No. 5, 
Gibfbn's Court, Marybone Street, St. James^ 
was brought to me, in the year 1778, at the 
age of four years, labouring under the fymp- 
toms of the difeafe of the hip joint, with ali 
' emaciated and elongated limb, pain in the 
knee and hip, with the general indications of 
a debilitated habit of body. I recommended 
the ufe of the warm bath, which was con- 
tinued a long time, without any permanent 
benefit, although it produced a temporary 
alleviation of the painful fymptoms. Elec- 
tricity was like wife ufed, and repeated blifters 
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Ivcrc afterwards applied to the hip, without 
any real advantage. 

In 1781^ three years after his firft appli- 
cation^ large dofes of laudanum hardly pro- 
duced a temporary fulpenfion of the pain, anci 
his general health became daily w6r(e. I 
then made a large ifiue by cauftic on the hip ; 
and the pain gradually diminifhed after this 
application. He began to walk on crutches 
Vithin a few months, and. the iflue \^as kept 
open five years with great perieverance, till 
at lepgth he recovered with a ftifF joint/ 

cOn the 50th of Oaober, 1792, the joittt 
fe^mcd perfedly anchylofed ; he walks now 
iev^^I miles in the day, goes through the 
d^ily laborious occupation of a carpenter, and 
I obferve that in raifing the difeafed thigh, 
and' in walking, the motion evidently appears 
to arife from the whole column of the verte- 
brsB, moving as it were, on the axis of the 
fi>und jpint. 
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i^ancMs (^ ih€ I>ifeq/i of: tie Hip Jaifit^^ w 
] whicik the Cauflic was applied witJi appatmk 

, < bA7^fii^^^niAan€xttmalSnpfuratian ew^fid 
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% J, Shaw, eight year^ oiB agr^ was brodglit 
t07 tp^ in Febfijany i78fl, !by Jiis. father,. Mn, 
Shaw, IronnlDngir^ iit Moon Street^ St& 
AiMn's^ Spbo^ f^r a comptkint iiiithe* hi{) ^(^t, 
which ibewed itfelf bjr an ^ilbagatiohv^^ttd 
wliAiitk^of the Uiipb, aJfl^ticfa of dkai^te^cm 
the affeftediiidje,. pda kr d»r ko©e, ariA geftfet^ 
Ijfmptoimrof! debility;: The patient Wafc 
evddently of a ArumQU8.hai)it^ pale^ aiid tnM^ 
ciatocd, with glandular iweUiiigS' iiS'#e nfcfcfe, 
which had fuppu rated* ' ^ *^ 

The particulars of his difeafe, wKiefei cWhe 
to my knowledge, were, that in the pre* 

ceding year he had the fmall pox, which left 
-him in a weak ftate of health. His pa- 



rente fenthfoi to -the. country for bis VQcqyety'^ 

* - « 

where he fell from a hay-xick, and foon after, 
the accident was oblerved to walk veiy^ 
lame» v. 

The difea^ ^^^^^S. ,^v4dent, I applied the 
cauftic ill the u/ual way^ a^fmall diftance fron^v 
tli^ g^eat trochautQj:, ;, he .waa^ quickly l-elieved^ 
from' , fom^ ^ of . the moft painfui, fyi|ipton»$. 
of the con[if)lai;a)t; apd aftqrw^^d$, improved 

in his h^^thi , : „Thp ii?ue .^^& kept ijpen-fpr: 

fpiije titn^».,$iyi^rgii^ fijeeilX*- ^'^ parents 
hov^fver, apxi^ris £91:; a recover/jf more fpee^ 

djit^aa wlii^it . H ,?/§)uld proroife^ /toQk hini 
t^'ft profdQbr af aniaial iPjignetUtn, at 
Hammerfmith, by whofe advice, the iffue 
was healed, and he was direded to bathe 
the. .pa^rt afFefted with milk and water. 
I,^did npt {b& thi§ oatienl;,. again^ for five 
months^ w4j^n he. was bcought to me, with 
a l^rgq abfce^, which extended from the os 
lac;^funi,:,tp 'tjie upper ^p-^rt of the thigh^w 
Xm^'fuppurafipp, I wasfnformed, had takeii. 
pla<H9,.a,b9ut,j^wp ninths, %ft€r .t^q iffue- was 
dried, up/ J^^ad^ifed ,him to 4uiF?t; the 
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aUcefs to burft fpontancoufly, to take the 
Peruvian' bark, and to fupport him with good 
nutritive diet. 

His progrefs to convalefcence was very 
flow, the abfcefs difcharging from fcvcral 
ftnuous ulcers for more than two jrears. At 
this time* he is perfedly recovered with 
an • anchylofed joint, and walks without 
crutches, on a high-heeled ihoe, refting prin* 
cipally on his toes. In progredion, and in 
raifing the limb, there is an evident motion 
in the Iiimbar vertebrae; his fcrophulous 
fyn^toms have all diiappeared ; and he (eems * 
"" likely to overcome every iymptom of debility 
ia his habit. 

Ann Refcorla, daugliter of Mr. Refcorla, 
taylor, in Charlotte Street, Portland Place, 

was brought to the Weftminfter General Dif- 
penfary, when (he was five years of age, 
for a lamenefs in the right leg and thigh, (he 
was of a fair complexion, and light hair, 
had been fubjedl to fore eyes, and eruptions 
on the head, which came on foon after the 
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meafles. She fufFercd exceedingly from the 
pain in her knee ; the leg and thigh were 
emaciated, and the general ftate of her health 
was confidcrably afFefted. 

I made an iffue with the lapis infernalis-, 
ip the ufual place, its immediate good effefls 
were foon obvious from the amendment of 
her health, and the ceffatiou of the painful 
local fymptoms. Thia wound was kejpt og^a 
for three months,' at the end of which, tincM^ 
fee was lent to the fea ; the peas were th?a 
difeontinued, and the iffue healed. 

I law her immediately on her return, whea 
there was evidently an -abfcefs formed in the 
hip. This fuppurated, and burft fpontane- 
oufly, difcharging for a long time, without 
injury to her conftitution. The joint is 
anchylofed, Ihe"^ walks refting on her toe^, 
but is otherwife perfeftly well. 
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Cases VII. and VUL 

ft 
f • , ■ 

Tivb Cdfes of tyrfeafe of the Bip Joint y occur- 

ring in the fame Family. ' 

Tnk follo>>v^ihg inilances of difeafe of the 
hip johit Were obviotifly the fame, but thfe 
mo9e xjf treattment was difFererit. In l?he 

!if fV th^'ttioft adtlve ttieanis were lifed to Tefift 
the progrefs df an external fvrpptiration, aftd 
Wife evfeiit was -fuGcefsful. The fecond cafe 
H^'is left'etitit-fely to nattite, and the refult wals 

r . 

iftifoVtunate. They wei'e 'both ften, in thfe 
^H^Ms df ^the complarnt, by Mr. Hodges, 
^P^fti'ecai'jr' 4n ^}fi/tirga.ir^t Strfedt, and tvere 
«6"{iftifi6Ttaliy VifitfeH -by^me. 

A boy of foii^ffeeh 'fflbriths old, 'received 'a 
fall, which did not. appear at firft to produce 
any important confequences. At the time 
when he might naturally have been expefted 
to have walked alone, a lamenefs was ob- 
fcrved, and he was ^"committed to the care 
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of furgeons of eqiiQence, the jtpejins vifei 
for his relief, were leeches applied to the bipi 
repeated bdifterg, and au iflue made by caujftic. 
An external fuppuration however enfued, and 
the- boy gradually recovered with the difad- 
vantage of a ihortened lin^b, aufl an anchyldled 
joint. At this time, he is fourteen years o^ 
age, he has fceen well for feveral years^ walks 
without a ftick, refting principally on his 
toes, he. rides on horfeback, and is in perfe<^ 
health. It is obfervable in this cafe, that, 
when in progreffion, he puts forward the 
fliortened limb, the motion evidently origi- 
nates from the lumbar vertebrae, which, as 
be walles, are raifed forward, to give a fKQr 
greffive motion to the anchylofed limb. 

H W2S called upon tp Jec the ibrothcr of 
this young geotleman, /five years of age, ,wtfb 
fSrory fymptom of a rapid advaacemeat pf 
oades >iii the hip joint. He .was pile and 
fattguid, ,the linfib was wafted, aiad elongated^" 
aad the pain in* the knee violent. 'I .rccpm?-; 
meiided ^thofe means, which had been fuc- 
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cefsful in the former cafe, but was not for- 
tunate enough to prevail on the parents to 
adopt my opinion. They feemed to impute 
the Shortening of the limb in the former cafe, 
to the remedies employed, rather than to the 
dcftruftive nature of the difeafe, I faw this 
patient, eight months after, and foimd that 
a fuppuration had taken place, under which 
the child languifhed for feveral years, and 
died. 



Case IX. 



An Ab/cefs of the- Hip' Joint, terminating in 

Anchylojis. '% 

' The cafe jreprefented in the fourth plate, 
was one of the firft, which occurred in my 
pradkice, I did not fee the patient, during 
the firft attack of the. Complaint, but was fcait 
for, upoii a fuppuration taking place in the 
hip; he. was twelve years. of age, and had 
been in other refpe6ts healthy. The difeafe 
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>Vas managed in a very (imple .manner, the 

luppumlon repeatedly burft ; he was much'' 

redacted in his general ftate of health, and 

received great benefit from the peruvian bark. 
He recovered * from the Complaint, with a 

ftiff joint, and died three years ^fter, from the 
confluent fmall pox, I obtained permiffion 
to open the body, and prefervcd the anchylo- 
fed joint. . i-.^^ 



. J 



' The anchylofis of joints is dfteii confidefed 
to be a difeafe of it (el f^ although it will be 
found more generally to be ^ natural, and 
bcneficiaV termination of caries, excepting iu 
thofe cafes, where it is occafioned by ftrong 
cohtradlion of mufcles, without any previous 
indifpofitrbn of the bortes. • 

Anchylofis is 'however lef^ frequently pro-. 

teced by mufcular fpafor, and' (6bn traction, 

• • . . . . ■" ^ 

thih- by eoalefcence of ulcerated furfaces of 

. / .i .. .^ . ^ ' 

fcartilages and bones, a:hd this is an unioil 
wnidi it would be abfutd to' counteraft, ais ft 
h ihdifpenfably neceflfary, in many cafes, to 
the -prefervation of the limb afFe£ked, and 
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in the abfccfs of the hip joint, it is the only 
means of preferving life. In the incurvated 
carious fpine, the cure is performed by anchy- 
lofis ; the cure alio of carious joints in the 
^pper extremity, and in other parts, is fre- 
quently a fFef^ed in this mode without any 
ailillance from &rt. 

In all fuch dafes, a great degree of precifion 
is neceflary, in order to afcertain, in the firfl; 
inftancc, whether the joint has {ufFered that 
degree of abrafion, which rattft finally prove 
fatal to its motion. If fuch an evfent has dc* 
cidcdly . taken place^ a very particular ma- 
nagement of the difeafed-joint (hiKdd be 
purfued. Nature muft be left undifturbed^ 
hj officious, and ufelefs interpofitions, and 
much of the formidable apparatus of furgery 
fliould be omitted; 

A cautious practice (hould take place with 
refped to fomentations, poulticres^ freq\)pn$ 
dreffings of the wound, preffing out; the 

matter from the fiildLous -finufe?, and the 

I > ... .... 

examination, of them by the prober Above 
all> particular care ihould be taken not to rub 
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againft each other the abraded furfaces of the 
difeafcd bones, in order to afcertain to our 
own minds, of to demonftrate to the convic- 
tion or others, the exiftence of caries with a , 
worle than idle attention to attempt. ^he 

prefervation of motion, when it is perh^p.s 

. ■ ■ ■ ^ • * 

impoflible, even to try the experiment, with^ 
out the deftruftion of life. 

All fuch treatment as I have here meu- 
tioned (hould be forborne and difcarded, as 
tending to fruftrate the beft and only means, 
by which the condition of the parts can be 

r 

improved. I wi(h I could fay, that I had ftejqi 
but a fingle inftance of the neceffity of 
aniputation produced by rougl>, and injudjci- 
9us handling of difbafe^ joiijts. In the early 
attacks of fcrophulous caries, frequent, or 
violent motion, is likely to caufe abralion of 
the internal furface of joints ; and in the more 
advanced ftages, when abrafion has a£l:ually 
taken place, it neceffarily excites fuppuration, 
and thereby prevents anchylofis. 
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Case X. 



Tnft cafe rcprefciited in ihc fifth plate, is 
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fuch as* frequently occurs. I haye no account 
of its particulars, having met with the bon«s 
accidentally. It (hews the head and neck of 

. ■ • r » 

- ii . • ' 

the thigh bone partially deftroyed, and the 
cotyloid cavity quite obliterated ; and alfo 
manifefts the precarious and infecure connexi- 
on^ wfhich thefc bones are liable to forqa from 
piieafe., Confequently it prefents to the eye of 
an attentive obferver, the caufe of the weak 
and pa^ralytic ftatc of the limb, which Ibme- 
times remains, when the dangerous fymptoms 
of the difeafe are paffed over, differing widely 

fiom the firm anchylofis, exhibited in the 

■J t 

fourth plate. It fhews alfo a lateral incurva- 
tion of the lower part of the fpine, and con- 
tradion of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis, 
both of which circumftances were probably 
brought on, by the weight of the trunk 
bearing unequally on the os facrum. 
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Case XI. 



Injiance of Caries of the Hip Joint, Jollowed 
by large Suppurations, finally terminating 
in an anchylofed Joint. 

James MiDDLfirok, at No. 14, Little 
Ruffell Strtet, Bloomfbury, a boy of a 
fair complexion, and light hair, born of 
healthy parents, in the fifth year of his age, 
met with a flight accident, which was not 
much attended to, till he was obferved to 
walk lame. Various means were adopted 
for his relief, and amongfl: others, he had? 
a fmall iffoe niade by cauftic, in the upper 
part of his thigh, which contained only 

three peas. 

When I firft (aw him, feven months after- 
wards, there was a large abfcefs ' formed, ex- 
tending from the os facrum behind, to the 

trochanter major, the limb was (hortenedv 
and emaciated, and hi^^ general healjEk 
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was very much afFedcd, The abfcefs foon 
after burft, and he was confined to his 
bed, from weaknefs apparently produced by 
the copious difcharges of matter, from re- 
peated fuppurations, which continued fuc^ 
ceflively for eighteen months. During this 
time, he was the moft emaciated object I ever 
faw, the pain in the hip being fo cxceflivc, 
that it was fcarce poffible to n^ove him in the 
bed. Hi^ diet was animal food, ftrong brothS| 
and porter, all of which he eagerly foUpited ; 
he received much benefit from th6 peruvian 
bark, of which he took large quantities in 
powder ; ^t length he j^egan to recover, 
th^ difcharge of matter decreafed, the pain 
abated, and he became capable of being 
moved in the bed with lefs pain. He ha? 
^Ujce regained his general health, and >valks 
with the affi fiance of a high- heeled fhoe, and 
•a crutch ftick ; the joint of the thigh is jin- 
chylofed ; and as he wajks, the progroflive 
moftioo is evidently produced, by a flexion ojf 
ijskc iofcxior vertebrae of the back, and tlw 

fi^crior Uimhar vcrtebr* j th^fe feem to ben4 
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forward in walking, and to carry with them 
the OS innamin^tutn, and the thigh, which 
arc now clearly in a ftate of coalefceuce. 

On the 2d of March 1793, this boy fe^ 
down, and broke the thigh bone, two inches 
bdlow the trochanter. The anchylojfed joint 
yraS hot injured, or in the leaft affeded by 
the accident, from which he perfcdly reco- 
vered in the ufual time. 



Case XII. 

Difea/e of the Hip Joint, where the Symp^ 
toms difappeared without any external appli-^ 
cation, or the ufe of any internal Medicines. 

J* Neild, fbn of Mr. Neild, apothecary 
in Sliort's Gardens, St. Giles's, was, without 
any previous indiipofition, attacked with 
lanaeiiefs in the right leg ; he was of a fair 
complexion, fix years of age, and apparently 
healthy. The limb was elongated, and v^as- 
ted^ be walked very, lame, had confiderable 
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pain: m his knee, and tbigh, and fuffcred a 
little from gcnercl indifpofition. No kind oP 
nticdical, or furgical treatment was employed, 
his general ftate of health after improving, 
without the ufe of internal medicine, or ex- 
ternal application. 1 faw Inm frequently 
during the continuance of his complaint^ 
from which he* is now recovered. The limb 
is fhortened, the trochanter is v^ry promi- 
nent, he halts a little in walking, but has 
not undergone any of the dangerous, and 
painful fymptoms, which are ufually fubfe- 
<juent to this attack* 



Case XIII. 

An Ahfcefi from Caries of the Hip Joints 
where the wound healed without any^diffi^ 
culty ; the Patient remaining in good healthy 

with the Inconvenience only of a S t if ^ Joint. 

I . ■ • • - ■ ■ 

Thomas Hodgkinson, a "boy of eight 
years of age, was recommended to the Weft- 
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minfter General Difpenfary on the 9th of 
November, 1 790. He had had the finall pox 
four years before, and foon after, without any 
previous accident, he was bbferved to walk 
lamely, and unfteadily ; he afterwards com- 
plained of violent pain in his knee, and the 
Kinb became elongated. When I firfl: faw 
this patient, there was a large fuppuration 
formed on the outfide of his thigh, although 
he was in other refpefts perfe£lly weH, ^nd 
free from any fymptom of general debility j 

the abfcefs fbon after burft, and healed iii i 

» ••••■. 

few months. He has fince continuecf in good 

• * ■ * 

ftealth, the joint is anchylofed, and the limb 
is fbinewhat fhortened. He walks without 
a ftick all the day long, ^ 
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CasE XIV. 



A difeq/ed Hip Joint i terminating in Contract 
Hon ^ the JJmby and Anch^lofis of Uja 
Joint, without an external Suppuration. 

• • • 

ThiB fbllowiiig cafe was fecn, and princi- 
pally , attended to, by Mr. Woaa,.furgeon, in 
^Iprtiimcr iftrcet. 

^ ^ Majfer W— — f born of healthy parental 
a livjely. boy^ of fair comple:i^ion;, was iii th^ 
full !cnJQ3«atteut of his jbealth.mitil the ag(j of 
four years, when he had a f/wer^^ and aftcr^ 
wards the hooping cough, from whic|i reco- 
vering flowly, he was fent to Brighthelmftone 
for the benefit of the fea air, and returned 
perfedly recovered; In the winter of 1789» 
he received a fall when flidihg on ice, but did 
not fcem to be materially hurt by it, for he 
watl^ed home, and in the afternoon, walked 
again the diftance of half a mile to his fchool. 
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He did iTOt complain much at that titne, but 
a few Weeks afterwards he was attacked by the 
meafles^ and fbon after his recovery from that 
difeafe began to limp, difcovering Ibme of the 
firft fymptoms of difeafed hip joint, namely^, 
an elongation of the limb, a pain in his knee, 
weaTinefs, and fome degree of general debi- 
lity. In the fummer of 1790, he was again 
font to ihc fea fide, and bathed for four 
months ; he retarned from the fea bathing, 
with the difeafe going on its ufual way, thp 
thigh bone ifliortening, great pain in the hip 
and knee, with a total inability of letting his 
foot on the ground. . 

' Topical bleeding by leicches, and a repeated 
application of blifters, j>revented ^i external 
-ftippujation, Which was rapidly advancing, 
^his yanng gentleman had a veiy troubleibme 
icnlargemtent of the tonfils, which occafioned 
^adeafnefs, an uneafy reipiration, and iomte 
difficulty in Beglution. Thefe circumftancSs 
Induced his parents tb fend him once more *o 
the fea fide, from which he returned, without 
any conliderable advantage to- the difeafe of 
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* the hip joint, although the tonfils were much 
reduced, and confequently his rcfpiration was 
become eafier, and the difficulty in fwallow- 
ing removed. They now determined to reft 
his cure entirely, on ftrift attention io his 
general health, to forward which they put 
him to fchool in a healthy fituation near 
London, with the ftrifteft injunftions to 
iupport himfelf thoroughly on his crutches, 
and to bear as little as poffible on the dil^afcd 
limb. 

On the 29th of January, 17§4, he is daily 
mending in his health, he ftands ere£t on his 
crutches, grows taller, and the anchylofis of 
the joint feems nearly perfeft. He can fupport 
himfelf, refting his weight on the found limb, 
and ou the toes of the other. When he 
walks, thq progreffive motion of the trunk 
feetns to be efFe£ted by a flexion of the whqle 
body upon the thigh joint of the found fide, 
aided by -a greater degreje of motion iij the 

( ik>vv[er vertebra? : than pfually takes place in 
fubjcAs free froni this- CQmplainl;. 



t 177 ] 



Casb XV- 



Th£ following Cafe of difeafe of the hip 
joint is not yet Completely cured, but 1 
thought it dcferved particular notice, as it is 
the only one, which was occurred to me, 
where a fuppuration took place, and the 
matter afterwards difappeared;' during the 
ufe of an iffue made by cauftic, and a great 
degree of reft*, which became unavoidable' 
from the extreme weaknefs of the patient, 
and an abfolute inability of motion in the 
part affedled, 

J. Rand, a pale, emaciated boy of feven 



* In Mr. Jaftamond*s works^ p. 125, a remarkable caft 
is related of a difeafe of the lumbar vertebrae, in coafequenct 
of which, an abfcefs formed in the groin, undjer Poapart*^ 
%amenr, ThiB tumour continued of a large fize for fouf 
months, and then gradually diiappeared without any f urglcai 
treatment 5 the patient was confined to his bed for jtwelvt 
months^ and at the end of that time recovered perfcftly. 

N 
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years of age, was recommended to the Weft- 
minfter General Difpenfary, in April 1793, 
for the difcafe of the hip joint. His general 
ftate of health was very indifferent; and he 
gqnipla(iiie^ of great pain in his knee, thigh, 
andhip: th^elimb was fhortened, and con*^ 
traced upward to. the abdomen. On the 
outfide of the thigh, over the vaftus ex- 
temus naufcle, thore was a fwelling which, 
dvi^ently contained a fluid, tl?e tumour was 
not however very prominent, nor painful to 
th^ touch. ^ .- 

Notwithfta^ding the little chance of flic- 
cefe likely to be derived from the ufe of 
the cauftic in this cafe, I applied it in the 
ufiial manner, and his mother kept the iffue 
open with great perfeverance ; the boy, how- 
ever, grew worfein his general ftate of health; 
the limb became, more fhortened. He was 
confined entirely to his bed for the whole 
Cummer, labouring under the moft profuii 
perfpirations, frequent purgings, and extreme 
d.ebility. In this ftate he was nourifhed 
with ftrong foups, meat, and porter, for all 
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6f which- he "v^as ftt^qu'^htfj^-biiHing ;' and back 
sftra opiates '\)«^ere' alfd of greait advantage 
to-Kittr. ■■ '■-■ "■■■■^ '• "' •■■.•■■■:-•■-• • ■•-' ..•..;.' 
At length, when he began to regain Ibftid 
ftrength, an(J by degrees to turn in the bed, 
Ihad the pkrfftire of finding (He coHcftrott 

of" fhiicl''eiitii'eV abforbed. The- Utnb nbW 
grows ftrohger, he can put hrs toes to thi 

ground, and^ in moving^ his body, the di{^ 

' . ■' " ■ ' " * ■ 

^afed-'JSint," by theaffiftance of his hand; 
moves with it. Symptoms of dmfcndment 
continue' dfaily, but ftill the event of the 
cafe niay be conndfered a^ * ptccf^f tbii^^ Jfbf * thfe 
anchylofis is by no means completely formddP. 

Tf^e patlen^l^•'i«gfcl3^^ fc he lives in 

a clbfe, damp ajpartment,'and the approaching 
wiAtef may probably" eXclfe the ftrumous dia- 
theiis iif the Hifcit; itid cbnfequently exafpe- 

me il'i'd'bcat corti'plaint;' 

VoV. i, 17^5/ ' . 

• I • ■ • . ■ . 

» • r 

' Aftet- har^ifig ■ enilnifefated feveral cafes, 
^eri;"?ire-eVeht¥as'not wholly unfavour* 
«)fe^ 'it' is"but feir to acknowledge^ that I 
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have fccn inilances of this difcafe,, whic^ 
have terminated fatally^ whej^e the cauftic 
had been applied. But this has happened, 
for the mod part, if not always, where the 
application was deferred until the limb was 
Ihortened^ j^d. contracted, and an exter^Eial 
fuppuration was evidently approaching, be^ 
fore the cauftic was applied. I have alfo 
feen. ibroe cafes, where the abfcels has been 
fuftcred to ;J>urii fpontaneoufly| and where a 
cautious management of the diCeafe has 
been in a great degree adopted, yet the pa- 
ticnj^.has finally fallen a vidim to the violence 
•f thpdiforder^ , ,, ,.,• - . ,. , 

,,: Buti among all f\K:h.r¥)ftances, I Ao not 
recolle£t a fingle one, where fbme confide- 
rable error had not. taken place in th& i;na- 

* ■ 1 . J ..K.I f • . ' J. / 

1 

nagemcnt of the cai^^ with: fe^peCt to me<Jif 
cine, diet, or exercife.. The unfortunate tffup 
might ftill be fairly afcribed to the patiences 
having unavoidably been fubjedlecf to a cbfc, 
and confined iitu^tiow, .W.here the advantages 
of a healthy atrnOfpherc, and a free circujati^p 
of good aif , the moft effential xequifites P» 
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figcovcry, were totaWy. wanting^ rlij pnc cafe, 
tp whicb 1 particularly at tended, \^h€l.;p?<ticiat 
♦vas highly fcrophulous, and for two years 
before "his death, was lodged in a cold and 
damp fubterr^peous apartment; Another 
unfoitanatft<:afe was the fubjed of the narrav 
tiyc immediately following. 



< • 



; ,: :Gase XVI. 



I ,F«,tal Injlance of Caries of the Hip Joint, 

'■•■•• ' 

Antuony Myhii^l, eleven years of age> 
was recommended to the Weftminfter Ge- 
neral Difpenfary. His parents were both 
apparently healthy, and he had not been fub- 
jefl; to any particular complauit till he was 
eight years of age, when he was (iippofed 
to be affeGed by worms. L was informed 
that in the year 1790 he loft the ufe of one 
of the lower extremities for ibme w^cks, 

« 

which he afterwards recovered, as I was told^ 
by means of eleftricity. 
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* 

- WHfeH rfirft iaw'himi the limb was w^afted, 
mA begkliiin^ io fliortcri'j he felt gpeat pain in 
the hip joint, and was unable to walk. \ 

* 

made' a large ifliae witJi the cauftic, arid faw 
him feveral- times afterwards; when h^^Ap* 
pcared to be rhuch relieved from paiii. ' N"ev«r- 
thelefs a fuppuration enfued, and he lay 
for many months an emaciated objefl; it 
being with great difficulty that he could be 
moved from the bed. At length he died, 
and I was dcfired to examine the body. 
^ -The fixth plate fhews the morbid ftate of 
the bones in this fubjeft : the head and great 
pact of the neck of the thigh- bone- were obli- 
terated ; the cotyloid cavity was thoroughly 

diieaTed, the caries exiendiixg from thence', 
to the OS pubis, ifchion, and even to the 
ipine of th& os:iliurn, I found, when it 
was too late, that for feveral months pre- 
vious to his death, he had been lodged in a 
cold, and damp - place, ih Laitabeth Marft, 
and that his parents had be^n perluaded to 
keep him to a low diet, principally of Hiilk 
and vegetables, although he was calling pef* 
petualJy for aniaial food awA ^oxV^t% 
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♦ f 



Case XVIL 



Difeiife of the Hip Joints where j the Anchif^ 
lojls being difiurbed by external Injury, a 
Supputation in the Joint came oti, which Jban 
proved fataL 

m • 

: .. \ f. 

On the I4th of December, 1781", I eK* 
arained the hip of — --^ — Roberts, a boy 
twelve years old, who died the preceding 
day, in confequence of a fever, Ipparetitl^ 
produced by a fall, which he* had received a 
fortnight before. 

I had feen him feveral tifties in the courib 
-of the two preceding years, with the ufiial 
fymptoms of elongation of the limb, and 
the pain in his knee. For fbme time before, 
the limb appeared to be contradled, and an 
anchylofis feemed to be forming in the joint, 
his general health was mended, and he was 
daily ient to a fchool in the neighbourhood, 
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where he met with the accident. I faw him 
a few days before he died ; there was a ten- 
fion upon the integuments of the difeafed 
part, but no apparent flu£kuation of matter. 
I obtained leave to examine the body, and in 
cutting into the joint, there were two large 
ipoonfuls of matter difcharged from the co- 
tyloid cavity, the head of the thigh bone 
was entirely wafted, the cavity of the joint 
was carious, and filled up with fungous flefh, 
interaiixed with bony matter. 

r 

The foregoing cafe naturally proves the 
tiecedity of ufirig the greateft degree of cau* 
tion, in the management of patients whilft 
jan anchyloGs of the joint is forming, and par^ 
ticularly of guarding, as much as poffibic, 
ggainft every fituation, and circumftance 
lively to expofe the linab to injury, before a 
. firm unioii has efFeilually taken place. 



/ 
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Case XVIII. 



An Inftance of Caries in the Hip Joints which 

(Jifter eighteen years continuance prorkdjatal, 

from the Patient's Irregularity of Livings 

and Jrom his laying ajide his Crutches 

before an Anchylojis was perfectly formed. 

B G— — , a ftrong and healthy looking 

young man, twenty years of age, confulted 
me, on account of a finuous fore in the hip. 
The particulars of his cafe were, that in 
his infancy, his hip was faid to be diflocated 

_ • 

by accident. From that time however, he 

had been fubjed to fuppurations about the hijp 

joint, which had frequently given him much 

trouble, although they had always finally 

healed, with the inconvenience only, of a 

fmall fiftulous fore. He had conftantly waK 

ked with crutches till within the laft y?ar, 

when he left them off, and attempted to 
walk with a {^ick. 
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The motives for his confulting me pro- 
ceeded from the limb becoming weaker, the 
difcharge from the fore increafing, and his 
general health being confidcrably impaired. 
I foon convinced him of the impropriety of 
laying afide his crutches, the weight of the 
tfunk, which was confiderable, as the patient 
was inclined to corpulency, prefled too much 
•oh th^ difeafed joint. He therefore refumed 
his crutches*, ufed fea bathing, and in three 
months was much recovered. In the courfc 
of the two following years, this unfortunate 
ybung rtian contraAed a habit of drinking 
Ipirituous liquors, the difeafe of the hip joint 
was again troublcfbmc, and at laft proved 
fatal. ' . 

The refledions which this cafe fuggefts, 

f * » 

are obvious, and manifeft the great danger of 
prefTure on the joint, before the anchylofis is 
completely formed. This cafe evinces alfo the 
dreadful confequences of an ' improper mode 
of living, under the predominant influence of 
a ilrumous afFcftion* The difeafe in the 
above inftance, as in many others, might 
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probably haVe tfefmihated favourably, for the 
patient was in pofleffion of youth, and^ftrong 
ffeimina of conftitution in refpe(9^to his vital 
organs, but unhappily contrafted the deftriic- 
tive habit of drinking fpirits. This pernici- 
ous cuftom appears in fbme conftitutioris to 
produce a' ftriimous habit, and feldom fails of 
rendering fatal many ftrumous difeafes, which 
otherwife might be 'palliate^, or even cured 
efteftualiy. ^" 



m X'-.. 
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cAsE'trX' 



; '-I/' .•#-','■ . .*. .. . • •» ; ill., --.. ^ 

A Cafe of Carter in the nip Joints during the 
prd^eji of which f the Patient died of a 

Hydrocephalus, intemus. . 

I. .... ■''•'/ 

» : ■ • -^ . . • . '. ■ ■ • 

"7 • . _ ..'.■... I. 

' Richard PtJLipEN 'was recommended at 
the age of two years, as a patient to the 
Weftminftcr, General Difpenfary. He was 
of a fair complexion, born of healthy parents, 
remarkably ftrong in the firft year of his life, 
fo as to walk alone in the eleventh month. 
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At, thd fime I faw him, he bad been lame for 
four .mppths^,. the lamenefs having proceeded 
from ibe imall pox. The difeafed litnb ww 
vifibly ftiorter than the other, as he laid upon 
his belly^ .the thigb cpuld not be drawn 
|)ack\vards without » great pain ; the hip 
^was fvyelled, and proje<9:e4 -outwards, th^ 
integuments appearing rather tcnfe pa. the 
outfide , of , the thijrh* "car the great tro-. 
ch\nter; and he had, moreover, a difficulty 
in vpiding his urine, which was fbmetimes 
purulent.* 

I made an iflye by^^cauftic, in the ufual 
place, not however, entertaining great hopes 
of reKe viog him. He was however, eafier for 
fome time, but in the courfe of three months 

... • ' *■ 

* The difchar^e of pus or mucus with the urine* is noc aa 
unufual occurrence, nor always an unfavourable one. Hip- 
pocrates confidered it as a very probable fymptom of recovery, 
•* Pr«di^.** Lib. 11. $e6l. vii. Van d^r Haar, in the eflay 
before mentiooedj |*iveB fome very ioterefting and fucceftfol 
cafes, wherein this circumfbmce took place. Sometimes, 
bowever, in the latter ftageiof the difeafb, a communicadon is 
opened between the bladder and the diieafed parts, and the 
fuppuration of the joint is difcharged with the urine -, but, 
|)us is a very d £krent cmfe, and always a faul one» at leaft It 
hta hfta fo in twoinftance^ which I have feen, £• 
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4n abfcefs formed, and burft. He was fup^ 
ported by proper diet, and bark, and appeared 
to be gaining ftreng^, when he was attack^ 
cd with reftleffnefs, and vomiting, fucceeded 
by conftipation of the bowels, dilated pupils, 
convulfion, and ilupor^ fymptOjnas clearly 
(hevv;ing a hydrocephalus ipternus, which fooi^ 
after proved fatd to him. 

I opened him, and fqund- three ouiKes o£ 
water in the ventricles of . the brain, »thci 
futures of the (kuU not being clofed. Wkh 
rpgard to the hip joint, the cartilage of the 
tjugh bone was abraded, the cotyloid ^ caivity 

.' > < 

cpjifid^rayy difeafed^ that part Wf]iere the 
liffainetitun) teresr is attached, being almoft 
corroded throu^ the fubftance of the bonc# 
In ariotjier part of the cavity, nearer thp fora-. 
men, the* head of the thigh bone feemed to be 
in. a proce^ pf uniting itfelf to the acetabu* 
lum coxendicis, .where an ufeful anchylofis 
might probably have been forijied, if the child 
ha4'fuj vived the .hy^ocephalus- ^ . . . ^ 
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Case' XX. 

^ The following narrative is taken from that 
valuable colleftion of Greek {urgery, publifli- 
cd atPlorefice in 1754, by Antonius Coc- 
chius. It is extrafted from a note, wherein 
tile edlto^ remarks^scpbri a' f)affag^ of Afcle- 
fikdesi'ih' 6rder tbiftiew'the attention of' tliat 
d^eWrateci phyiician to difeafes in general, ana 
partidtiliriy to' the cofriplakit df the hip joiflt; 
ArdfepidM^'v^hb abpeki-k ttf haVd wttflfen 
^ttie cJbttiiiictitaries 6ti the wbrtcsof Hippd- 
ci^tesv Which ■- are now' alrftbft tbtarfy' loft; 
fays, " Thfait he had fnet with two patients, 
** labouring undisr this difeafe, one of whoiri 
^^ was i native of Paris, who had nettner 

r 

^^ teen thrown down, nor bruifed, yet the 
**• difeafe beginning with a pain in the lower 
**' extremity, he was confined to his bed for 

• - * 

*^ three months; the "head of the thigh bona 
•* being finally thrown out of its proper fitu- 
^ ation. 
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The other cafe which occurred to him^ 
was that of a player, to whom the fame cir-' 
cumftance' happened, the head .of the thigh- 
bone Jbeing removed from the cavity of the 
joint, without external violence. 

Cocchius lays, ^* Theie cafes-of difeafe of 
the hip joint being Very rare, it (heWs, thit 
Afclcpiades employed himfelf for a foing time 
in vifiting patients. I had* once, faiy$ he, an^^ 
opportuaity in the year, 1745,- of operung a. 
man. who died of the hip difeafe, in whom 
the liead of the thigh bone was removed 
from its proper fit\|ation# The name of the 
pbtient^ who' was a fervant of mine, was* 
Dominico Palatio, his right leg had beeri 
weaker than the other from his infancy, and' 
feemed longer, fo that in walking he appeared 
to go rather lame. . ; 

When he was thirty-three years of age, he 
fell from his horfe, and his right thigh was 
crufhed upon the ground, but not fo 'much 
hurt, as to pre velit ' him" from finifhing^^ a 
jcfurney of two- days 'on 'horfeback. He re- 
maiiied': -Well for two months, but having 
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another journey to perform in the month of 
January, he was fuddcnly feizcd with a 
violent pain, from the hip to the fole of his 
foot, as he got off from his horfe, and walked 
in heavy boots. This pain gave way in 
fome meafure, but never entirely left the 
joint of the hip ; he went through his ufual 
bufinefs in the day, without much inconvc* 
nience, but towards the evening, the pain 
and weaknefs returned ; fo that at the end of 
the month , he could neither walk, nor ftand. 
When he was in a horizontal pofition, there 
appeared no fwelling; bi^t upon attempting 
to raiie his thigh, he was iaflantly feized 
with an acute pain in the hip. The difeafed 
limb, was now an inch longer thau the other, 
the thigh was wafted, and he had no power 
ofraifing it, although the rotatory motion 
of the limb ftill remained^ 

A flow fever foon came on, attended with 
an atrophy of the whole body, and at the end 
of a month, a large tumour (hewed itfelf on 
the outfide of the thigh, below the great 
trochanter, not painful to the touch, but 
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tvidcnfly containing a fluid. This tumour 

« 

maturated flowly, although proper applicati- 
dhs were ufed to haften its fuppuration. In 
the latter end of April, it was opened by 
incifion^ and a fmall quantity of thin inodo- 
dorous matter was difcharged. The wound 
was fomented, and otherwife attended to fpr 
a long time, and ibmetimes appeared clean 
and healthy, at other times foul and putrid. . 

At the fame time, lie feem^d to raifc his 
leg with more facility, but fbon after, a fever 
came on, attended with fhiverings, and a 
confiderable fwelling took place on the hip, 
and in the groin. The foot alfo fwelled, the 
leg became incapable of motion, and from 
being longer than the found one, it was 
now fliorter. A quantity of matter ifllied 
from the wound which diminiihed the tu- 
mour, and a globular hard fubftance was 
perceived in the groin, which 'Viras conjec- 
tured to be the head of the thigh bone* 
Matter continued difchargtng daily, cither 
fpontaneoufly, or from preffure; at length 
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it leflencd ia quantity, the ulcer became 
white and dry, the patient funk under- ex- 
treme weaknefs, and at laft died from 4 

flight inflammation in the lungs, 

• ' . . 

• The difledtion of the body exhibited to 

view a quantity of matter, which filled up 
the interftices of the reftus, and vaftus ex- 
tcrnus mufcles, from the hip downward to 
the knee. The pofterior mufcles, parti- 
cularly the glutaeus maximus, where it is 
connefted with Jthe thigh bone, the glu- 
taeu^ medius, and minimus, and all the 
flefliy fubftancc from the fpine of the ilium 
backward, behind the trochanter major, were 
affeded by the difeafe, a few mufcular fibres 
alone remaining, fo that the furface of the 
OS ilium was entirely expofed, and appa- 
rently corroded. The head of the thigh 
bone, rempyed from its focket, lay inward, 
on the upper edge of the cotyloid cavity, 
held in that fituation, by its connexion with 
the pfoas, and iliacua ipternus mufcle, the 
ciapfular'Ugament of the joint, and the round 
Jjgament wer^ ruptured, and difolved into 
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matter, the cartilage of the head of the thigh 
bone, and that of the acetabulum, were cor^ 
roded, and the bony furfaces were rougU 
from caries. From all thefe circumftances it 
appeared, that the diieafe originated in the 
cavity of the joint, that an-abfcefs formed in 
that part, either from inflammation proceed* 
ing from external injury, or from the parts 
being from a previous icrophulous taint, prc-^ 
difpofed to this difeafe/* . . 

This^ cafe of Cocchius, fhews an infbnce 
of the hip difeafe, which frequently' occurs* 
It holds out a proper caution to patients^ 
who are predifpofed to this complaint by a 
ftrumous habit, to avoid fuch fituations as 
may cxpoic them to external accidents, and 
con^quehtly to an aggravation of the dif^ 
eajfe* It alfo ihews, like many other caies 
. which are recorded, the fatality of the com* 
plaint, when an external abicefs takes place, 
and particularly, if that abicefs is made the 
objed of furgical operation. 
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The foregoing cafes of the difcafe of the 
hip joint, were principally felefted from the 
great variety, prefented for admiflion at the 
Weftminftcr General Difpeufary. It would 
have been eafy to have added many more> 
as patients lobouring under this diforder, 
apply in great numbers, to inftitutions of a 
fimilar nature to that, with which I was for 
many years conneded. They are in a great 
meafure excluded from hofpitals, both on 
account of the length of time, which their 
cures require, and likewife from the indif-* 
penfkble necefCty of having as good air, as th^ 
metrc^lis aSbrds, to cooperate with, and 
facilitate the means ufed for their recovery. 
It4ias been my ftudy, not to obtrude a multi- 
plicity of cafes, refembling each other in their 
leading cireumilances. Thofe which are ftated 
have been felefted with ^ view of fhewing 
the origin, progrefs, and termination of th^ 
edmplaint ; its general oScOls when left to the 
powers of nature alone; and the beneficial 
cpnfcqycnces, likd)' to rcfult from the ei^orts 
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t£ medical and furgical aid, feaibnabljr adm> 
niftered. 

I flatter myfelf, that an attempt to explain' 
the pathology of a difeafe, in the treatment of 
which I have been long converfant, will 
Aeither be confidered as prefumptuouSy nor 
condemned as unfervicable. At all events 
an endeavour to draw the attention of furgcoixs 
to a fubjeik fo important, and engage them to 
the coniideration of the various meand ufed 
for the relief of a diforder, fo frequent in its 
occurrence, and fo. pregnant with dangerous 
ccmfequences^ cannot be deemed an under- 
taking ufelefs in its tendency, however de- 
feAive it maybe in its , execution. It fhall 
certainly be my future ftqdy, to avail myfelf 
of every opportunity which may occur o£ 
rendering thefe obfervations lefs imperfeA« 
But the difeafe itfelf is fo protraded- in its 
duration, and complicated with fuch a variety 
of weighty circumftances, all^emanding the 
ierious notice and mature coniideration of aa 
attentive practitioner, that it perhaps requires 
more time^ and greater experience to elucidate 
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the fubjed fully, than can fall to the (hare of 
any one individual. 

It would be very dedrable to know, what 
are the fymptoms which indicate fuch a 
'happy termination of the difeafe, without the 
interference of art, as has been defcribed in 
the twelftli cale. 

It would be alfo very fortunate. If an uni- 
form mode of pradlice could be alcertained, fo 
aft to prevent, invariably, the calamity of an 
external fuppuration, proceeding from caries, 
or from a flrumous affection of the joint. 

To find out, with certainty, the remote 
caufe of this difeafe, is an (^je£t ai rational 
'and ufeful inquiry, as there is not, in the 
whole circle <^. human maladies, any cue, 
- with refpeft to which there is a greater 
iMcefiity of applying the wife and falutary 
mode recommended in the Latin proverb, 

Venienti occurrite raorbfi. 

Above all, it would be of the greateft con- 
fequence, by the help of frequent diflfeiSions, 
to fix upon true principles, the morbid ana- 
tomy of the hip joint, as well as that of every 
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Other joints in its earlieft ftate of difeafc* 
Opportunities of inveftigation can happen but^ 
feldom ; it is the duty therefore of every 
furgeon to avail hin)felf of all thofe which 
ofier. It is the misfortune of mankind, that 
practice vs too often founded upon a vague 
and uncertain defcription of difeafes, whilft 
labour, attention, and perfeverance; might 
have introduced precifion, and certainty. 
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SECT. VL 

Remarks on White Swellings of the Knee 9 and 
on the Caries of the Joint of the 7Vri/i, with 
Cafes \ to which is annexed ^ a Cafe qflncur^ 
vation, and Caries of the Spine. 



Obfervatiom on the Ufe of Caufiicsp in White 

Swellings of the Knee. 

, W HEN a remedy has been experienced to 
be produdlive of good effefts in any one 
difeaie of dangerous tendency, it becomes the 
duty of the praflitioner, to apply it to thofe 
which feem to be of a iimilar nature, and 
efpecjally to fuch, as have hitherto refifted 
the ufual means of relief. The white fwel- 
|ing of the knee is a complaint, fimilar to 
thie carious incurvation of the fpine, and to 
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the caries of the hip joint. If its progrefs be 
fbmctimes different, and if its fatality b« 
occafionally more obvious ; although at other 
times, it may leem to yield more readily to 
the methods adopted for its cure, the realbn 
for luch a diverfity in its progrefs, and event, 
will probably be found in circumftances at- 
tending Its local fituation, and not in the 
original nature and caufe of the complaint. 

The praftice of the Greek furgeons, for 
this difeafe of the kjiee joint, was to make 
topical ilTues by the aftual cautery, and fincc 
experience has fully (hewn the propriety of 
the revival of that praftice for the relief of 
the carious fpine; under the form of a po- 
tential cautery^ carious joints in all psu-ts of 
the body, aiid particularly that of the knee, 
have been again fubgefted to this treatment. 
It is well known iww, however, - thdt tiie 
application has not been equally fortunate in 
ailhients of the knfec joint^ and an eminent 
phyfician has imputed this failure, and want 
of fimilaf fu<:cels, to the diftahce of the part 
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affeflfed, from the center of the circula- 
tion*. . 

In a paper, publifhed in the Medical Fafts, 
Vol. IV. p. 158, the failure feems to be more 
eafily and better explained, by ftating the 
difficulty of applying the cauftic near enough 
to the difeafed part. Proceeding on this 
opinion, the author dircfts the application 
of the ca\iftic to be made on the integuments, 
covering the external condyle of the thigh 
bone, as being moft contiguous to the parts 
zSedicd with difeafe. The refult of this 
prad:ice is communicated in three cafes, and, 
although they were hot all finally foccelsful, 
fo as to reftore the limb to a perfe<9t convalef- 
xcnce, they fcrve, neverthelefs, to ftiew the 
advantage of topical iffues, and , particularly 
manifefl: the propriety of ufing them as near 
as poffible to the feat of the difeafe. 

I have for many years applied cauftics, both 
above and below the internal condyle of the 
thigh bone, for white fwellings qf the knee, 

* Sec Vol. III. of Mr. Earle'8 edition of Mr. Pott»$ 
works, p. 498. 
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with various ^fucccfL I have remarked that 
where this plan difappointcd my hopes, and 
where a fuppuration of the joint took place, 
notwithflanding this mod^ of treatment, that 
the inflammation in almoft every cafe arofe, 
and that the matter coUefled, generally 
made its way outwards, on die external fide 
of the knee» Obferving this fa(5l repeatedly, 
I was led to conceive; that the cauftic 
in the manner I ufed it, checked the progreis 
of the difeafe as far as it had influence, 
but that its influence was not fufficiently 
powerful to pervade the whole cavity of 
the joint. 

Since the publication of Mr. Crowther's 
paper, I have, in a bad cafe of white fwel** 
ling of the knee, made two large efchars, 
above and below the external condyles of 
the thigh bone, in addition to two others, 
which I had before made with the lapis in* 
fernalis, on the infide of the- joint. , The pa- 
tient foon felt a fufpenfion of pain, and fome 
abatement of the fwellihg, from this appli^? 
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cation, and the progrels of cure appears to be 
g(nng on favourably. 

It may be apprehended, that there are 
other very material circumftances, which 
operate to the diladvantage of this remedy, 
when applied to the caries of the knee, or 
of the ankle joint. The circumftances I here 
allude to, are, the preffure which the difeafed 
port receives from the weight of the trunk ; 
and the mufcular motion to which it is natu* 
rally liable, and which it unnecefiarily receives, 
from the exertions of the patient. To thefe 
cauies principally, in addition to what Mr. 
Crowther has fuggefted, may be afcribed much 
of the frequent ill fuccefs which attends the 
treatment of difeafed joints, in the lower 
extremities. 

Notwtthftanding thefe objedions to its ufe, 
the application of cauftics, in white fwel- 
liogs of the knee, is found to be a remedy 
of great efficacy. In many cafes, it claims 
a decided preference to blifters, irritating 
plaifters, or finapifins, the furgeon being 
f pablcd at the £tme time that he is purfuing 
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a rational plan in ufing cauftics^ to employ 
alfo other ef&cacious means. He is not 
precluded from availing himfelf, of the ufe 
of topical bleeding by leeches, of fridions 
of mercurial ointment, of fomentations of fea 
water, or of the folution of fal ammoniac, of 
the pkifter of gum ammoniacum, and fquills, 
or even of blifters. 

The cafes of white fwelling of the knee, 
in which I have found the application of 
cauftics com'pletcly fiicce:6ful, have been 
thofe whii|k are defcribed by Mr. £fell, as 
rheumatic^hite fwellings, where there haa 
been litt}e, or no fluduation of fluid in the 
, cavity of the joint, and no difcoloration of 
the integuments but where an enlargement 
of the knee has taken place, attended with 
great pain in moving the part, and foraetimes 
a total inabilitjT of motion. 

In fuch cafes, patients have often previoufly 
complained of weaknefs, and pain in the jcnnt, 
which has prpbably fubfifted for a long time, 
coming on at intervals, increafed by flidden 
changes of the weather, and aggravated by 
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(light external accidents, but thefe fymptoms 
having been confidered as rheumatic, have not 
been much attended to. 

In fuch cafes, particularly in adult fubjeds, 
when th^ difeafe has increafed, fo as to require 
furgical afliftance, copious and repeated bleed- 
ings by leeches, and the applicarion of 
cauftics, have feldom failed to produce a 
complete cure. But when the patient was 
very young, and of a fcrophulous habit, or 
when the accumulation of fluid in the joint, 
whether, matter, or glary fluid, was confider- 
able ; or when the patient, perverfely, or in- 
difcreetly accuftomed himfelf to move the 
limb, in order to prevent a ftifFnefe, or 
contradtion of the joints I have feldom feea 
more than temporary relief procured by this, 
or indeed by any other method of treatment* 
Such cafes have finally terminated, either inja 
contrafted, anchylofed joint ; or fymptoms 
have come on, which have produced the 
unhappy alternative of refigning the limb 
by amputation, or of giving up every hope of 
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Theperiodof life moft favourable for the 
treatment of the ^hite fvrcHuig of the knee, 
has been, as far as I have ob&nred, in a mid- 
dle ftate, from twenty to fiMty-fivc years of 
age. Tn very young children, a Carious ftatc 
of the bones which form tlus,j<nnt, too often 
terminates unfuccefsfully. The difturbance, 
to which the parts are liable from their 
natural reiUefshe^, or from the frequent 
motion to which, at thdr early age, they 
are fuhje£led by the officioufnfefs of their 
attendants, occafions more irritation to the 
part affeded than adults are likely to receive, 
who arc eafily periuaded to adopt a ftate 
of quietude for the benefit of the difeafe^ 
limb. In very old fubjetSls, the circulation 
is too languid to admit of much hope of 
fuccefs ; and in women, during a Aate of 
pregnancy, or of ladation, the procefs of 
cure goes on very unfiivourably. 
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Cask I. 

A White Swelling of the Knee cured by Iffiies 

nude bjf Cau/iic. 



In May 1787, JcAn Hennisi thirty-four 
5rtar& t^ age, a tall thm man, of a (allow 
complexion, with dark hair^^and black tje^^ 
liaturally iul:je£l: to a winter cough^ was re* 
Qommended to the Weftminfter Genend 
JMf^D&xy^ jfor a ftrumous enlargement of 
&e te(Bs, for which he underwent the op(»a* 
tion of extirpating the dileafed part. A fort^ 
Qi^t afterwards, he complained of uneafinefs 
m his right knee/ which was found to \^ 
fwelldd, and painful, particularly on the infid^ 

* 
# - • 

of the patella ; the leg and thigh were iboii 
9Ster wafted, and the knee was {bongly 
ecHDtra^ted, with a total inahility of extending 
^ jcNnt^ Gt <^jEnoving it, withottt the xxtvoafk 
pain. 



. I 
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For a few days, I ordered it to be fomen- 
ted, and poulticed, but feeing no profpeft 
of amendment, I preceded to the topical 
application of leeches, which were repeat- 
edly put on to the number of forty, and 1 
afterwards bliflered the whole knee three 
times. Thefe means proving alfo inefFeftual, 
1 rubbed the lapis infernalis half an inch 
above, and half art inch below the joint, on 
its internal part, fo as to produce on efchar ; 
on the removal of which there were two 
large iflues capable of holding ten peas. It 
y/A& remarkable, th^ this man felt an imtner 
'^atfl^fpeA^DDtol'ipMo, frpTti tbffiappUcatioa^ 
l^^u^^«: Afysri.Afi ilfftnigftt, iift<k;» 
vf^ with(>«t:IvtiaftHms,!»Ithfliiig|>,!dttring:fc? 
fl^ precodiiig. J:«^>fejtfe« pflm. iwd!lw*-jfe 
excfrlTiyx^ ^i%i^ oo.t^^ notr^ j)^^t^[ l}f 
S^fs.^ Sijc i):j(^th#i,<j|apfeJiiJj^fe .fe^Iiwai 
p^^aiy well,, •H^-b^ft£^rve^\^ ujEq (rf 
hi&Jimb,, f9;-as. lo-puxfHe bkbuJtft<(g-,»t-,tSw 
t^.,asjaj ^ftwef>, fpinfW^rf .-the.- ijfife«5iw«ro 
JiegfeopcH^fbj: efghtCFijr«>«ah?, ^drdtifrmfc 
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^hat period^ :hfe felt incorit^eftkiia '^wiienevcf 

« 

-. Jri the^ year 1791 i the map dppficd algarri 
fpr afSflanc6y for a chain of difeafed glands 
in his. neckv- which extended ffdrA car to can 
Thefe fwelliags aftei: a^on^ time filf^purated^ 
and he recovered^ alio firoth this ftrmUbud 
attj^ck. On the 19tih' of March iTpiyl'^*^ 
him agaicr^ and- found that he remaihed per^' 



t 



CawsI I'I. tlhAW) IV. 






Tlw^Infidnces ofWTdte Sivellings of the Knee 
Jcmt^oireiL hy Iffues made hy Cmfiic^ and 
. hy, nepetited\.Rlee(Ungs with Leeches. 



-':■'■' 



. Iff the moiilh.of June, 1791 > I was defired 
to vHit.Mhs^ Squires, wife of Mr. Squires^^ 
Y(^e qdorchunt^ in^ Catherine Street, near the 
S|trand^;,(iSbe'*ywa^ thirty years, of age, of a 
{4i^ ^t^'el^lthy alpe^ but had enjoyed ^ 
tole£^le.i^e of health, till (he was attacked' 
with a violent pain in her knee, in the pre- 
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ceding month of February. This pain had 
continued increaiing, and when I faw h&l 
the kg and thigh were emaciated, the knee 
was fwelled, exceedingly paihfut, and con- 
traced ,£> mucb|, that it was ii»pra6ticable 
to extend it, r without giving her the cnoft 
exquifite paim rShe had applied a variety of 

fomentations, and poultices to the part, and 
ufed many inte^ial medicines, without any 

benefit ; the only rcfburce, which, flie ft)bxid 
for alleviating the pain, was in large dofes 
of laudanum. The limb could not be mo- 
ved in the bej|J, .npr c(Ail|l (hb bcar;l2ie pneflure 
of the bed cloaths on the part; there was 
however no fiui^uation of fluid in the joinn ^ 
I ordered twelve leechei^ to be immediately 
applied to the knee ; thcfe were\ repeated, in 
a few days, and afterwards a large blifter 
was laid over the whole di&afed part. Tliis 
mode of treatment was G^ntioued for three 
weeks, djJHftng which' time JChcttv Wis (Hkt 
little remifHoa of the ij^pttfftis ; her Iche^ 
remained exceedingly painful, ahd (he couKI 
not ^ be removed from the bed. The qtian-' 

...... . . / . -,.,.•! '!j'^ ;ii *;i: I » » i- ..-» ■« 
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tity . of laudanym, however, had been 
dimuiiihed. , A plaifler, compofed of gum 
atocnoniacutn aud the vinegar of fquiils, as 
recommended by Dr. Swediar, was next 
applied to the knee ; this was renewed 
ievi^ral liqnes^ and the compofition made as 
ftimulating as poffible by the addition of 
powdered fquills ; it gave much local irritation, 
but the knee remained equally painful, fwel- 
led^ and contraL<3:e4. 

Two large iffues were then made above, 
and below the knee, by penciling the inte- 
guments with the lapis inferijialis; I called 
upon her in a f^^vvdays after, and Tomid her 
eafier. She was now dir€^€4 to keep a 
pillow under the knee, and to extend it as 
much as poilible, without fifing violence. 
The: ifTues fbon difcharged fro^ly^ and their 
fprfaces were frequently fprinkled with pow*, 
dered cantbarides. 

1 1 attended h^ for four months, aud had 
t^C'plcafure of fcoing-her perfeAly recovered* 
|D|uriug the time of my attendance, upwards, 
of five hundred .leeches ^ were applied to the 
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knc<r, and' to the difcharge of blood, procured 
by them, (He attrfbuted her recovery. When- 
ever ihe felt any increaf6 of pain, recourfe 
was had to this mode of bleeding, which 
always relieved heri The iilues, were kept 
open for a yeal- aftervfiatrd ; in December, 
1792, they were dried up ; ]flie has now the 
perfect ulc of her joint, and is able to walk 
feveral miks in the ^courfe df the day. 

Mrs. RofFe, wife of Mr. Roffe, timber 
merchant, in Princefs Street, St. Ann*s, 
Sofiov had for fome years been fubjeft to a 
pain i^'thc kiiee, which was increafed on 
wery Aaiigc of" the weather, after under- 
goiag 4ny Aiiiotrihion fiti^e, or mectiug 
WftK* any ^^fecidfcntal fall,' to which the weak- 
niife'^'thcjoTOt niadc' her very liable. She 
ftrit- ^tfe^^Snc'An- • t>teahber,- 1 79 >, ^t which 
tini^,' the' compTaihf'^WSs^i^^owing much 
worfe, fhe could not ftand on the limb, it 
was icxtremely 'painfial, much contraded, 
arid every effort to cXtahd it, produced a' 
confiderable increaie of pain. The limlar was* 

■ . 

wafted bbth above and below the f)art affcc- 
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"fed, but her fifcalfli in other refpe£ls was 
per fcdly good, , ' ..' 

I ordered the part to be bled with leeches, 
afterwards a ftrong follition of fal ammoniac 
was applied to it ; this treatment was eorifi- 
nued for feveral days, without any vifiblc figH 
of amendment ; and repeated blifters were 
alfb employed without any advarita^/' I 
then made two iflues, as in the foregoing 
cafe, the good effedls of which were quickly 
obvious, from the remiflidn of the pain, and 
from the power of extending the limb bein^ 
rcftored to her. She Had more than (cvcnty 
leeches applied to the kfiec, recovered entire- 

ft 

ly ' in three months ; arid is at this time 

p t ■ 

perfedlly well, but ftill keeps one of the iffucis 

open. 

^-* 

In this cafe, as" well asintha preceding 
one, very little medicine Was given ; -■ the 
formtr patient was of a debifitated habit, 
and reaped great advantage from preparatibni 
<)f bark. - The iaft mentioned patient was 
of a full, plethoric conftitution, and the 
cure was promoted by a low regimen pf 



[ 2J« 1 

diet, and the occafioiial uie of aperient 
medicines. 

On the 19th of March, 1790, Mary Cuf^ 
tcr at No. 20, ;St. Alban's Street, Pall Mall, 
forty- two years of age, was recommended 
as a patient to the Weftminfter General 
Diipen&ry. I was infortned that (he had 
been confined to her bed for four weeks, on 
account of a painful fwelling of the knee 
joint, which had been coiifidered as rheumaT 
tic, and that leeches, and cataplafins, had 
h«eD repeatedly applied to it J found that 
her general health had been always perfe£tly 
good, l^ut that for (bme time paft ihe had 
been fqbjed to a weaknefs in this joint. 

This lafl attack had come on fuddenly, 
after fotn^ fatigue in her bufinefa, which 
was^that of a laundrefs. The knee was con- 
fiderahly fwelled, and fo irritable, that it 
could not be moved from the pofition in 
which it ky, without the utmoft pain, nor 
could ihe fufFer the weight of the bed cloaths 
to prels upon it. If it was attempted to be 
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rai&d ia ^he moft gentle mauocr by the hedj 
the pain wa» Ififufierable ; the fk\^. appeared 
(luaiogy aad teoie oa the knee, and the limb 
was wafted, both aboye and below the 

I dire^ed ten leeches to be inftantljr ap- 

' * * • • ■ 

plied, to the moft painful part of the joint, 

and the following day it was covered with a 

• .* 

large Uiften This plan of topical bleeding 

and hUftering was continued for two months, 

• • ■ -i 

during which time, ieventy leeches and fix 

Uifters had been applied, at the end of that 
period, I found the pain of the joint was 
greatly removed. The knee, however, re- 
mained fwelled, and was totally incapable of 
modoiu On the S4th of May the cauflics 
were applied as in the foregoing cafes; in 
three days fhe could move the limb with 
ibme eafe, and from that time, a favour- 
able alteration was evident. 

In the middle of June, (he could put her 
leg, 9nd foot to the ground, and could bend, 
^ extend the joint with great facility. She 
ki^.t ievcn ^as in each iilue, but as the 



i ~^ 1} 



• • 



j^ifit ti^ea^e •f^/driger/iHe ■gradually ld!en- 
^ the 'nuitwfer S^ tfa'tf ^jgjs: '"O A ihe - i ft of 

and faul'^hcr 'knee" Mi pilrfiaif ^t% Aat 
ihe could walk feveral miles iu the day, 
' withoui* mcon<^eni^n66, ^M'tKizt'ftvt k6pt 
tlie' lower 'i&ue lifeiiwitl/*'lfitefe"t>eaS Ortfy; 
No iiiterhaT medicines wcfe^tli^Mh this c^, 
excepting,' bccafionaliy,* i fblution ot&Qttitoott 
purging lalts, • - 

' ■ ' •• ',•.'"'.•■•; • ♦ ; ». • /v.., - ■ .. 
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An tnjiance of Gianeg <ff ihe hiet'JoMt', ttatd 

* • 

brfAmhyhJisy the Lil/i^, 'dt^ihg the Prbgr^ 
ojihe Cufe^' hetri^^ cdtlfitHy kept h-an'^- 

Mrs. Morton, ' at ' Ntf/ '* 1 ^8, • SwalWw 
Street, a tlim, ^ilidate wottahV^fHirty years 
rifaje, rillbje£l''{b'nb pafticulait Bronte dSfeafe, 
was feiz^on Ue 5tfr of 'Ab'gtrf?,' 1789, m 
tlic night, witii *a violent' pain In the krtee, 
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attended with a fever, which was confidcrcd 
as. rheumatic. The following day, 'finding- 
herfelf unable to walk, and that hterioiee was 
much fwelled, fhe applied to an apothecary iri 

* 

tfhe neighbourhood, by whofe advice; (he- was 
bled in^he arm, and had iix leeches applied ta 
her knee ; fomentations, cataplafms, and a 
volatile embrocation were alio applied to the 
part afFedled. - 

On the 20th of Auguft, (he was rfcom- 
mended to the Weftminfter General DMpen- 
fary , and the knee was found to be confiderably 
fuelled, exceedingly painful, incapable of the 
leaft motion, or even of bearing the preflure 
of <he bed cloaths ; there was no external 
inflammation, but, evidently, a colle£kion of 
fluid In the joint. I 'direfted leeches to 
be again applied, and 'tJloths dipped in a 
ftrdng folution of fal ammoniac to be con- 
ftantly kept wet on the knee ; gentle fa- 
liiie laxative medicines were alio ufed, as 
ihe liad a iymptomatic fever. This me- 
thod having been continued for ten days, 
ii^itliout producing any good effefl:, the fo- 
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lution of fad ammoniac was left off! and 
the part was rubbed twice a day, .with 
half a dram of ftrong mercurial ointmenti 
tq which were ^dded five grains of (»m- 
phire; during this treatment, the fwelliug 
m a ibxaU , degree diminiihed, but the. pain 
in the ioint continued. 

r . . . -^ t I - • ' • . • - - 

On the 15th^of September, I rubbed, the 
lapis infernalis, above, and below the? joints 
fo as to produce an efcbap, atleafl one inch 

in diameter, and formed -an iflue in both 

• 1 ' _ • .... 

places, capable of holding ten, or twelve 

On the 1 6th of Odober, there had beea,no 
benefit derived from .his ™anag.™c„. of Ac 
caie, except that the fluid in the joint ieemed 
to be in fbn^e meafuije abibrbed. The pain 
in the knee was fltilV yiolont^, the leg^ and 

thigh much wafted, tl^ ancle oedematouA* 
and tl)c flighteft motion of the joint was at^ 
tended with .the moft excruciating pain, ' The 

t. .J \ .»l. , . . I .. I . . X V ..-« 

friftioapjf, the mercurial ointment v^aSfCon*^^ 
tinned j and the iffues difcharged freely, 
Noyembcr IQth, the f^me plan, was eon.- 
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biiued^ with the occafionarl ulc of thie fearky 
^ihe was imditred to colliquative fweats ait 
oigbi^ Tho 'limb began' tb contraiSt "Witb 
t&e;knce hciifc, apofition, which ufually takes 
phct itt the. white fwelling of thii jdint ; * f^t' 
kept it, however, refblutely extended^ Gciutt- 
t;eff6:iftg the tciidcnc/ toftsiioni by bdlftcrs 
gfeced underneath the knee. 3:;j:: 

; iQjji the, 20th of December, othe-^ iWlirig^ 
of .^the jpipt/wfas :abatpd, |icr general: beallli' 
w,as much mended, the limb wa^Aill: wafted, 
but by grafpkig her thigh with Jbotii - hands,' 
i^^^a^ found ^h^t (he : was capable of inoviiig- 
the: wh^,^Jower extijen?it;j^.. The.iiDbt w^s^ 
affe£ted t)y this motipu, b<;ing turned iaward^^ 
or outward, as (he dif^j^^ .th^ rotatoi^^ 
potion of tbe:^hig|2, a .proofs ^^t an ancby-' 

^^^7^??o/^^fc «:.tbe::k^e;joint. Si^i 

cqntinue4 to, |M;pf^i]ve Ji hdriaontat jpofitioC)^ 

^^ '"^ ' * . . , ' 

afl^ jtokf ep.therlimb ftf^ « 

On the 18th of January, 1790, flfieiat^ 
t€^p^ to.g^jquvt of bed, l>utiii.'C<iniiftitifcice 
found- the kneemuch worfe^^ and the^ jl^^ty^^^ 

• -■■'■ "^ ■ ■ " ■ . . 

toiMLtiq ^ftver ijenewcd. JBeing no<V j^bfiUe, 
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t^jat her cure depended principally on reft, Ihe 
ky quietly for two tnonthsbnger, at the end 
of which period fhc wa!s bccafionally taken 
fro^ ChQ bed^ > but many months fHll 
eljtpfed^ : befbrd her limb: was in the leafr 
ib'viceable. . - / 

She walked: afterwards for eighteeh months 
with crutches, and her recovery feemied to be 
retarded by fome unfoitUnate circumftanc^s. 
Theiiuiband was poor, and i>bliged to move' 
his familj! to different parts of the town, 
Ihe was twice ^pregnant during her illnefs, 
and obierved' to me, that her knee never 
grew ftrongei, when- ihe wa^* with child^ 
or giving fuck. She was biicfe ra^onimended 
to dry up faer ifluesj -but jfbiirfd the knee in 
confequence niiucboiqeafcdii'"ShiB" srt feveral' , 
times applieid to vft^hlSf pSS^Siti^neVs, ' wKo 
: advifed her to;oidftav«uf 'Wtlibvtf th6 joint, 
and admiliifteiwh.tfe^ f^€6ifi'c''oiIs^ for thaf 

z-TimPi -bowcvec; -tesi-sfitfeflettaier of 'the' 
iwceffity, of prcfenriiVg tfe'^^firm' tJoaiefcince 
in^t^c jflint, which ^atutfe Has -formed. 
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limb is perfeftly anchylofed, the union be- 
tween the condyles of the thigh bone, and 
the upper head of the tibia, being complete. 
She is capable of walking feveral miles in 
the day, without much inconvenience, but 
does not yet truft herfelf in the ftreet with- 
out a ftick, although in * going about the 
houfe, (he does not avail herfelf of that aC- 
fiftance. She is now accuftomed to the in- 
convenience of a ftifF joint, but in walking 
cannot move the limb in a plain redlilinear 
. progreffion, but defcribes, as it were, the por- 
tion of a circle, much in the £me manner as 
thofe do, who have a wooden leg* 
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Remarks on the Caries of the Joint of the 

', Wri/i, xdth Cafes. 

IT has been well obferved, by Mr. Jiifta- 
moiid*, that it is one of the greateft defide- 
rata in furgery to be able, either to affift na- 
ture in the formation of an anchylofis, or to 
form one by the affiftance of art, where na- 
ture does not feem difpofed to do it. This is 
a remark, to the truth of which every pradi- 
tioner will accede, although the difficulty of 
accomplifhing either of thefe obje(9:s muft be 
acknowledged. It is, perhaps, eaficr to fay, 
what kind of furgical pra6bice will not affift 
nature, in effedling the p'rocefs of anchylofis, 
than i:o explain in what manner furgical 
means can affift her, in forwarding it. 

.The opening into difeafed joints, the paf- 
fing of a feton, or the injefting of fluids 
into their cavity, will certainly not aid the 

* See Juftamohd'i works, by Houlfton, p. 229. 
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convalefcence of the part. The formation of 
anchylofis is a procefs of nature, in which (he 
is herfelf the chief agent, in the relief of dif- 
prders othervvife incurable. But here however, 
it (hould be obferved, that anchylofis, under 
the ufual acceptation of the word, is not to be 
always ^onfidcred as a cohefion of the extremi- 
ties of bones. In ibmc inftances it is produced 
by the rigidity, or ftrong contradion of muf- 
cles, the bones and cartilages which compofe 
the joint, being confidcred as free from carious 
taint. In this view of thine;s it is of the utmofl; 
importance in furgery, to. afcertain the pro- 
priety of giving motion to joints, or of refrain- 
ing from fuch attempts^ where there is a dif- 
pofition to anchylofis. 

If this temJency to anchylofis be created 
folely by the contraction of mufcles, the attempt 
to produce motion is obvioufly ufeful ; but, on 
the contrary, if the difficulty in moving the 
part, and the pain which accompanies this en- 
deavour, be eaufed by caries, it muft be confi- 
dered, whether every effort of this kind 
does not .aggravate the origiixal difeafe, by 
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rxcitidgioflammatioi) , and caufin gthe fecretioa 

of matt€jr; both of which crrGumftances 

have a material influetice in prodocmg aa 

unfortunate termination of the malady* But 

a ftaOe of quietude in this c?afc, favours thcopc* 

rafcicMi of r^medies^ gives time for the re* 

iburces of naturb to take place, and even 

if the caries fhould be fa far gone, that anchy- 

lofis muft unavoidably be the only means of 

9ure, it fufFers that natural procels of the 

conftitution to go on to its completion, in 

the fpeedieftand beft manner poflible. 

There is no joint in the body more fub"* 

jcft to caries th^n that of the wtift ; from 

its.fituation, and from the number of frnail 

bone^ which conipofe this joint, it is ex* 
pofed to a variety of accidents, which bring 

oo difeafes of bone. Notwithftanding this 

propenfity, it more eafily admits of cure, 

when it is afFe£led by caries, than mnny 

other joints. It is without dlfBculty kept in" 

a ftate of quietude, afid not having any 

:pr«ffurfe. toiiupport from -the trunks the 

l,H^^t:?P*an^ ^pdopttid for, chewing the di(pb- 



.:fitioii to. qiriev' ^c^^tttt iucfeof^ aild 

even if . the pirogrefs of carles; bd^-Hrrther 

.^yanced^ / fb . tliat an anbhy lo(i3 becomes 

.neceflaty .to. preferve the itlimb,:. this joint, 

as well as that of the elbow, is mdft iafity fuf- 

cepeifele of that advantage,' aiul a very' ^fe- 

ifiil limb is oftein^eferved, ialthough a cori- 

- fiderable deftruftion * of bone i and cartilage 

'^mayhave taken place. ' * ikwMin f.i .n "? . 

, /. Case I. . 

i> :§epvant t0 !a. gentleman in 
fP^tlapd Place, fuffered .ai.nfl^ght xontu- 
.fion hv the palm pf the h»nd,:by briyiingit 
vWfith an ii*on Ikewer. She fdt 'no immediate 
-iHcpnvenience from thc: accident^ >atid, ;as 
.thqrje : was no external wound, purfued h^r 
•ijfi^J bufipefs. The following: day^ .her 
-fhai^ .was ijightly. fweUed, ahd .wiieo l.faav 
.i^j^a fe\y :days. :affe^war4sv''the;•fwelHn|^iex- 
;;^^lde4 :yp the fore arm^- bat>^<iffeGcd princi- 
-P^ll){ the wriii,..the«iaeki:j$^'*^he^hancJ, -^Hd 
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fingers, which were all oedematous. There 

Xvas no tenfion of the (kin, inflammation, or 

tendency to external luppu ration, but (he 
complained of a violent pain in the joint 

of the wrifti ' ' 

.■• 

- Foitientations, < and poultices of - variolic 
kiiifls were'applfed fai-(fevej^a:l days, afidwid- 

d^hes iionftantly j^mihifferddv hut ho ren^if- 
fion of pain could be prbcurdd.' rStronjg {olxl^' 
ti0jas o€*&\ amniOBiac'wereaJfa u^d^ bub^with 

w* ^Viantagei,. and oil jexaraining the limbi 
Irfosiwidla^'Ct-epitatic^niin the Joint oFvthe wrift* 
Mr. John ^Howard, of, Argyle Street, at thfe 
timti r(kw thpcafewithrnMr,*: and with': his 
concurrence^^ alarge iblifteri wasSapplied found 
tHg joint i JThd pain wais irl a few dkys alle- 
viated, and the fwelling began to fubfide, 
iftpr 4:be* repietition of a few blifter's. In 
jiJbovlt/lix'iweeBcg^ ^theabrafidn of the carti- 
la'gcs fcould be no longer felt in the joint, 
and (he foon after completely recovered the 
uf? pf her hand* f 
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Case II. 



Mary Jonks, thirty years of age, was 
tdraittcd a patient to the Weftminftcr Gene- 
ral Difpenfary, Septeoiber 11th, l79i. She 
bad not been fiibjeA to any particular dif^ 
cafe, although ihe did u[ot appear to have 
been a ftrphg, and healthy peribn. Her only 
complaint was a fwcUing of the wrift^ at- 
tended with violent pain, and total inabi^ 
lity 6f motion in that joiiit, and thofe of 
the fingers. The caufe afligned, was a flraih 
which proceeded frofn the wringing of wet 
linen. She was fiiddenly waked in the^ight 
Xubfequent to the accident, with exceffivc 
pain in the part, and from that time, the 
limb remained fwclled and cedcmatous, ftoPk 
the ends of the fingers to the elbow. In this 
condition (he continued for two months, during 
which time the part had been conftantly fo- 
mented, and various poultices had been ap- 
plied. At length, large dofes of laudanum were 
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ufcd, which were the only refburce, adequate 
to procure temporary allevation of pain. 

The firft day, (he was recommended to ' 
the charity, fix leeches were applied to the 
wrift, and the following day a large blif- 
tering plaifter round the joint, which did not 
relieve her materially, and fhe was ftill oblig- 
ed to continue her opiates. The violent pain 
(he fufFered, made it impoffible to move her 
from the bed, fo that the part had every ad- 
vantage, likely to refult from an undift^lrbcd 
pofition. 

During the courfe of my attendance oa 
her, which laftcd four months, 1 found that 
the fwelling and pain gave way gradually to 
a repetition of bliftering, and topical bleed- • 
ings. The blifters were renewed ten times, 
and (he informed me, that one hundred andT 
fifty leeches had been applied. The recovery 
was very flow, and although at this time, 
which is a year (incethe firft attack of her dif- 
ordcr, flie has the ufe of her wrift, in a great 
degree, and can bend, and extend both that 
joint, and her fingers in fome meafure, there 
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are evident marks of partial anchylofia, par^* 
ticularly, between the firft bone of the thumb, 
and the wrift. 



Case IH. 



Mary Collins, fervant to Mrs. Camp* 
bell, in Suffolk Street, Marylebone fixty 
years of age, a woman healthy in every 
refpeft, received a flight injury in her thumb, 
by pricking it with a pin, as (he was wafli- 
ing linen. 

The following day, (he felt a violent pain 
i|i ^hat joint of the thumb, where the hurt 
was received ; the third day, the whole arm 
fwelled, from the fingers upward to the 
(Iioulder, with violent pain round the wrift, 
which feemed to be principally afFefted. A 
fever came on, attended with rigors, which 
lafted for three davs ; at this time, (he had 
a very affiduous attendance from her apo- 
thecary, and fomentations, and poultices 
were r.pplicd. 



\ 



[ 233 ] 

I was defiled to fee the cafe a few days 
afterwards,, and found the whole arm ex- 
tremely fwelled, painful, and totally incapable 
of motion. The Ikin was of a purple hue and 
in feme parts, there were vefications rifing on 
its furface. She had languid appearance, 
great dejedion of fpirits, and her pulfe was 
quick, and low. 

From the age of the patient, and fron* 
the local appearances, there was great reafon 
to apprehend, that a grangrene might oc- 
cur. In order to obviate this, as the great- 
eft evil, a cordial plan of diet, and a free 
exhibition of the peruvian bark, with lau- 
danum were continued, as they had been, 
before J faw her, adminiftered by Mr. 
Bacot, her apothecary, and a cataplafrh of 
lihfeed me^l was applied to the part afFeflcd. 
^his was fo far fuccefsful, that we foon 
had the pleafure of obferving a fuppura- 
tion take place in various parts of the arm. 

The joint of the wrift was however found, 
pn the burfting of thefe abfcefles, to be quite 
carious ; the abrafion of the cartilages of the 
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joint was indubitable, the crepitation of the 
bones was heard, and a total inability of 
motion in the fore arm was obvious. The 
raiiing it even for the purpofes of cleans 
lineis was impraiSlicable, without giving great 
pain, and was therefore avoided. 

I coniidered that reft was the only mode of 
preferving the limb from amputation^, aifd 
the patient fjbmitted to a treatment, which 
was not attended with pain, eafily giving 
tip circumftanccs of convenience, for a pro- 
fpeft of permanent fafety ; fhe lay in btd 
for three months with her arm fupported on 
a pillow, the external applications being re- 
tained by the eighteen-tailed bandage, by 
which means the upper or outer part of the 
arm was opened occafionally, to examine 
the ftate of the wounds, without dirfturbing 
the pofition of the Umb^ whilft the abfceflcs, 
which had burft on the internal or lower part 
of the wrift, were not attended to. 

The refult of the cafe was that after four 
months clbfe confinement, fhe recovered, 
with the hand entirely anchylofed in the wrift 
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joint, although fome little motion remained 
in the fingers, but it was fcarcely fufficient 

for any ufeful purpofe. She has however^ 
the fatisfaftion of having avoided an ope- 
ration, which, confidering her advanced pe- 
riod of life, and the particular circumftaqcesof 
the cafe continually threatening a grangrene, 
would probably have terminated unfuccefs- 
/uUy. To thofe who attended the progrefs of 
the difeafe, it afforded the gratification of 
obferving, that a carious ftate of the bones of 
the wrift, even in old age, is not abfblutely 
incurable, and that the refburces of nature in 
thofe cafes, when favoured by a perfect ftate 
of reft, and aided by diet, and medicine, arc 
altrioft inexhauftible* 



/ 
/ 
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-, , Case IV. 



4 Caries of the Wrift cured by Anchylo^s^:6r 
Cph^on ^of the Bones, taken from Air. Da^ 
'vid's Memoir, on the Effedi of Motion and 
- ReUy-addrtffed to the Royal Academy of 
. Surge)y at Paris* . .. ; i 



w* _ 



** A Man^ about fifty years of :age, applied 
to mc in 177fl|, with the bodies- qf the .wrift 
fo caricw'sv;;-that in two or tUrp.? placc;s, jone 
Dfiight pafs a probe through them, by fol- 
lowing fome fiftulous openuigs that pre-* 
fente4 then>felves on the outfide. The wrift, 
gE4 ^hp:baiid» which, were pedematpus/.coqi- 
fiderably fwelled, and of a* dark blue colour^ 
feemed to require amputating fo much the 
mor@ urgently, as the patient was twmented 
with a flow fuppuratory fever. It was even 
the advice of a man, (kilful in the profefion, 
not to defer having recourfe to this laft re- 
fource. Notwithftanding this, I ventured to 



* 



See Juftamond's works, by Houlfton, p. 200. 
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^^rieffitigs for ^^w^ dayr3j)lx:ateitilly:^dl©&d>Tyi 
.*]}c ififtuloui opening, 'With '-dReffings :th[at 
rwert nbt irritatinrgy ' and the hand aildf - ^rtft 
4)eing GOBveread : with compfeffes" dipt -iii -'a 
,baii&dHG:> arvlii ipif i|:uotrs '/embroc^ioii ; m^fe 
.^.with the 'yolk , of- '^n egg, oil of rofes, alnll 
"^andy, T fd^fced: therti'-in junks. The pai¥s 
^beiiig thus kept ^iii k 'pei^feft 'and coi^ant fta^ 
of reft, • I niaae; no feruple of leaving the 
firft dreflings on for ten days without a re- 
newal, nmore efpecially as j^either the pain, nor 
the difcharge, required them to be removed 
fooner, and even at this time it was curiofity, 
^inathW than aWbliite iie&efliiy, * that ^was 

»tH6 tabtiVe for my doing it. As I found the 

• • ' • "^ ' . ' , ' . 

dfl^Ktfrge ki6% quantity^ %iicl:er, andflefs 

'^fefid, than^^hen the patient was drefled every 

• . . . . • 

'day, 1 "judged it proper to put off the removal 
' of the fecond dreflings" for twenty days, and 

• * * * ' • „ 

'^ this pefiH^, the fwelling of the hand and 
'^ft'Wefe half reduded, and" every ^ thrng 
^ini?e3'^o befpeak, as niuch from the pa- 

TOnt^1?ountenance and ' pulfc, as^fmm" the 
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Bature of the <!iicbargey that hop^ might 
already be entertained of a fortunate termina- 
tion of this dreadful difeafe. In about two 
months and an half after this, thefe hopes 
were completely realized ; for then all the 
fiftulous orifices .were perftfily cicatrized, 
and the cure was terminated, with no other 
inconvenience tp th$ patidiit ej^pt lofs of 
motion in the wrift, which has not fince 
preventjed him, from doing his ufual work*** 



Case V. 



The difeafe reprefented in the feventh 
plate, is a caries of the joint of the wrifl:, 
cured by the operation of i^t^tore, in Ucr>iting 
together the carious bones, t .The caries feems 
to have comprehended the firfl joint of the 
thumb, as well at the carpal boi>es, the joints 
of the fingers remaining fi-ee from anehylo- 
fis, I have no particular account of the ;Com- 
plaint, but it evidently fervcs to Ihcw tbe 
coherence of boiies ; it eflablifhes tpo^ th^ 



[ 239 ] 

comple cfFedl af that procels, in a very com- 
plex joint, and will readily imprefs the mind, 
with the great hazard, which this falutary 
effort of nature would undergo, if fubjeiSed 
to an injudicious interference from art, and 
not fufFered to continue in the quieteft ftate 
poffiblc, and in the pofition mod favourable 
to its gradual accomplifhment. 
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Cctfe of incurvated and carious Spinei 



The cjtrious Ipine represented in the eightli 
plate, is an inflance of the powerful tendency 
of nature to form d coherence between the 
ulcerated fiirfades of bones. In this cafe^ 
there wefe ten difeafed vertebrae, between all 
of which the intervertebral fubfiance was 
totally deftroyed. Several of thefc were 
partially, or completely utiited by anchylofis ; 
others hid fuffered mofe confiderably from 
the caries, great pirt of their fubfiance feem- 
ing to have been abfbrbed, as no fenfible 
exfoliation had taken place, during the Hfe of 
the patient. Thefe bones are in ibme mea- 
furc loofe, and detached from each other, 
yet, from their roughnefs, and the ragged 
appearance of points (hooting out from fbmc 
part of their furfaces, it is clear that the 



•% 
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efforts of nature were ftrongly exerted tofward 
forming the fame union which had evident- 
\y taken place in others ; and this would 
probably have been. effe£lcd, had it not been 
for circumftances, which attended the ma- , 
nagement of the difcafe. The 'patient was 
a tender and emaciated i;ifaot, living in a 
clofe and damp place, very unfavourable for 
a recovery from a ftrumous difeafe. He was 
frequently moved, and taken up' from the 
bed ; yet notwithftanding this treatment, he 

• • • , • 

lived a confiderable time, and at laft died 
of the fmall pox. When he was five years 
of age, he was admitted at the Weftminftcr 
General Difpenfary in March 1789, for a 
carious incurvation of the Ipine. It was 
©bferved, that the difeafe had not the ufual 
angular incurvation,* which appears when a 

* Befide^ the abfence of the ufual angular projecftion^ 
whe« a great number of the dorfal vertebrse are aiFe6^ed with 
caries, or its ufual forerunner, c!eOru£lion of the intervertebral 
fubftance ; it may be remarked that this fymptom does not 
take place when the difeafe affeds the lumbar vertebrse, «ad 
feldom when the cervical vertebrae alone are difeafed. Thil 
confideration is of great importance in invcftigating the 
caufe of thofe paralytic and oiber difeafes which may be 



[ 243 3 

few only of the vertebrae are afieded, fof 
the whole ^ine was bent in the form of a 

Ifliies by cauftics were made near the moft 
projcdling part of the fpine, but they were of 
no ufe* An abfccfs formed, which burft 
during thfe month of June following, and 
continued difcharging till November, when 
he died of the fmall pox. The difeafe in hi9 
back did not fecm to have had any influence 
in the fatal termination of the variolous infec^ 
tion. 

The appearance of this difeafe, naturally 
gives rife to a few reflections on the treatment 
of the carious fpine* It exhibits an unfor-^ 

fuppofed to have their origin in affe^lion of the fpine* 
The long fpmous proceffes of the dori'al vertebras are turned 
downwards, and overlap each other, and wljen therefore the 
hody of the vertebra is deftroycd by caries, tK^^ fupcrincum* 
bent weight of the trunk, caufes the fpinous jx^:e(^ to rife 
up, and form the proje£^ion which is «alled the nicutvated 
fpinCy in thofe cafes when only one or two of the virtebrae 
are 'difeafed. But as the fptoous procciles of the cervical 
are nearly, and the lumbar vertebrae are quite horizontal, 
this alteration of their pofition cannot take place^ and we 
frequently fee very extenfive caries of the lumbar vertebras 
in ci^es of pfoas abfcefs, without its having been manifefled 
by any derangement in the external form of the fpinc/— E. 
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tunate proof of the difficulty of curing this 
complaint by means of art^ and at the fame 
time affords the confblation of fhewing the 
great efforts, which nature is capable of 
making towards the reunion of parts, fcpa- 
rated by difeafe. 

It fhcws the great mifchief which preffurc, 
motion, or fri£lion muft create on the parts 
affe^^led. It moreover fuggefts the great 
•probability that injury would refult from the 
ufe of fpinal machines, were they even 
capable of efFeftuat in g an extenfion of difeaied 
vertebrae. To procure by fudden, or yet by 
gradual exertions, an elongation of a carious 
fpine, would, it feems, be afting diametri- 
cally oppofite to the only poflible mode of 
relief. It would be a prepoflerous effort to 
tear away that coherence by which the cure 
is naturally efFeded and only tend to a farther 
divifion of parts, where approximation is 
principally wanting, and in a natural courfc of 
being accompliflied. 

This ftatement of the great difficulty o( 
curing fuch a difeafe of the fpine, as is here 
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reprefented aiid illuftrated by plate VIII, 
does not however, argue the impropriety, 
or reprobate the practice of furgical attempts 
to cure it, by the ufe of iflues made by 
cauftic. It is however clear from the cafe 
exhibited in the plate, and what I have ftated 
from a careful review of it, that fiich ifllies 
cannot be confidered as neverfailing expedi- 
ents. Whoever .thinks, that in every cafe of 
incurvated fpine from caries, he fhall fucceed 
by the moft judicious application of the 
cauftic, will find himfelf difappointed. It 
muft neceffarily have failed in this patient, 
from the great extent of the caries, unlefs it 
had been thought advifeable, to have applied 
the cauftic in feveral places, over the morbid 
parts. 

There are befidcs various other circum- 
ftances which will occafionally fruftrate well 
meant, and even very promifing attempts to 
cure the fpinal difeafe in queftion, by the ufe 
of iflues made of cauftics. They muft fail of 
fucceis inevitably, if the caries of the 
anterior part of the body of the vertebra, 
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9 

afFefb the vifcera^ which it frequently doe^ 
from the nearnefs and contiguity of the p^rts. 
I have feeu alfb mor^ thaa one inftaacQ, 
where the c^ious bone has injured the luugs, 
and rapidly produced a pulmonary confump^ 
tion. Moreover, in very young fubjeds, 
iflues made by cauftic very often become 
ulelefs, from the motion injudicioufly given 
to the difeafed part ; and in old people they 
fdW toO| for want of (ufficient vigour in the 
conftitution to produce anchylofis. 

In fubjefts from the age of twelve to 
forty years, iffues feem to fiicpeed beft, and 
to be moft fervicable, where the incurvation 
is angular, and confined to only a few of the 
vertebrap. The higher the incurvation has 
been in the column of bones which form the 
the fpine, the more fuccefeful has been the 
ufe of the cauftic, as far as I am enabled 
to judM, from my own practice and obferva- 
tion. In one of the worft cafes of this difeafe 
which ever occurred to me, with refped to 
its debilitating efFeds, the incurvation was in 
ijh^ fupfrior vertebrjip of the jieck ; the upper 



and lower, extremities both became -paralytic, 
but the complaitit was fboft cured hy perfe^ 
vcrailce in iflucs madie by cauftic*. 

It has hafppened to me fo frequently, t6 
oWerve, that this mode of tnofltmefet has b6en 
particularly fuccefsful in thofe cafes, where 
ai paralytic ftate of the lower liaAs, wafe 
*d^ed to the other inconveniences of th* 
ton^^iAMy that I have been induced to think; 
th^t this paralytic lymptom, alarming ^s it is, 
conduces jieVerthefefi to thc^ recovery of the 
patient* Without doubt, this circiimftance of 
the paralyfisindifpenfably compels the patient 
to a ftate of quietude in an horizontal pofiti- 
on, whereby the preflTure of the head is 
entirely taken from the diftempered bones, 
and the eftablifliment of an union between 
tbeir ulcerated furfaces becomes thus more 
pra6licable, than it 6ther wife would have been. 
Confequently the weak ftate of the limbs, 

with other fyraptoms of general difeafe, fooner 

« 

dilappear. 

♦ Sec Mr. Eade's edition of Mr, Pott's works, Vol. III. 
p. 459. 
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Towards this recovery^ the iflue made 
^y cauftic eflentially contributes, being ah 
efficacious . mode of checking an external 
fuppuration, which would otherwife enfue 
from the natural progrefs of caries. I can<* 
not therefore help confidering the ufe of 
them as highly proper in fuch a cafe, to gain 
this moft important benefit. For although 

fuch an abfcefs in the back, according to 
Hippocrates, as quoted by Mr. Pott, may 
relieve the paralyfis of the limbs, yet it will 
almoft conftantly lead on to ht&iQ fever^ 
inarjj^us, and death, 
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X HE following obfervations were received 
from a friend, to whom I fubmitted my 
doubts on the tranflation of the fifty ninth, 
and fixtieth aphorifms, of the fixth feftion 
of that work of Hippocrates ; they are fb 
immediately conaeded with the fubjefl: of 
the foregoing pages, that I think no apology 
can be neoeflary for their introduction in this 
place. Every attempt towards illuftrating any 
paflkge of a writer, to whofe labours man- 
kind is fo much indebted, will be favourably 
received by thofe, who know how to appre^ 
piate their value. 
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« Dear Sir, 

I was not at firft aware, 
that there was any novelty in my explana- 
tion of the aphorilin of Hippocrates, which 
you wifli me to fupport : on clofer exami- 
nation, at your d^re, not finding any various 
reading in the original, to juftify a diverfity 
of tranflation, I was furprizcd at my dilagrec- 
ing fb materially with a variety of interpre- 
ters. It certainly is not in favour of my 
interpretation, that there are among the tranf- 
. lators, with whom I cannot s^ree^ feveril 
of the medical profdOion, who may be iiippo* 
fed more competent to decide on the ienia 
of an author, whoie writings, are peculiarly 
in their own line of ftudy. I noay there&iie 
be thought to Jnride myfelf in oppofif)g 
men of learning and celebrity, by contending 

for the propriety of a a^w tranflation j 
but I would fain believe that I - have 
outlived fuch vanity, and, having beep 
Icmg in the habit of judging for myfelf, i 

9 

^^m certain I can differ in this,, as I do aiu 

* 

taore important points, with any perfoi> 
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whatfoeror, tvithout tis© ffight^ft degree 'df 
oodtemjit, 6r animofity. I procted there* 
fere, Iwkhtfut much concern^ to ftate, as I 
thirilc It incumbent on me, the grounds of 
an ophiion, which I cannot yet fee any fatif- 
feaory'rcafon to relinquifh.* 
:• May it not be fairly taken for granted, 
jBrom the uniform frame of man, that both 
thd fyni^oms and effefts of the difeafe, td 
which the aphorifm refers, have ever beeti 
the fame in all ages, and places of the world } 
Is there any reafon to believe, that the hu- 
main ftmfture in general, or that this particu- 
lar dife^, were not the same in Greece, at 
the tioie of Hippocrates, as they arc in 
England at the prefent '■ day ? 1 have read 
carefully all the cafes of this complaint 
which you have recorded ; but cannot re- 



♦ Dc tranflatione Hipp. Aph. XLVII. ScGt. V. per AI- 
tneloveen^ poft j^erofque interpretes reddita« ficfcriptum Ia** 
vcnio; " Hoc fcnfu CEdipo opus eft qui '*cxpUcct." Dc 
tranflatione Hipp, Aph. LIX. Se6t. VI. didtum puta. A. dc 
Haen '* Ratio MedcRdi, &c. Lugduni Batavo];am 1761, 
p* 977f N;de ibidem p.* 8$^ D^ Galenot 
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collet a (ingle one where you fay, on your 
own knowledge, ^^ That the head of the 
thigh bone fell out of its fbcket, and fell 
into it again, before a fuppuration had taken 

place.** 

If it has happened, ** That the head of the 
thigh bone has fallen out of its ibcket, and 
fallen into it agian,** after a fuppuration ; 
this is foreign to the prefcnt purpofe, for the 

aphorifm evidently relates, and is ftrictly 
confined to a period of the difeafe, antecedent 
to fuppuration. T\x^ \\ or A fuppuration is, I 
conceive, ufed here with fufEcient perfpicuity, 
and ftria medical propriety. 1 have, how* 
ever, expunged it from my tranflation of the 
59th aphorifm in the firft edition of this 
work, in confequence of confidering what 
Mr. Crowthcr has faid in objedion to it, 
although it was not entirely to my own 
liking, I adopted it on confulting Dr. John- 
fbn's Dictionary. The doctor there defines 
the verb *^ to fuppurate," to grow to pus ; 
and gives the two following fignifications to 
the noun *' Suppuration j" 1 — The ripening 
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or change of matter into pus ; 2— The mat^ 
terjuppurated ; and for his iauthdritics refers 
to Dr.Arbuthnot, to Wifemam, and Dr. South. 
Certainly the word Suppurationes in the 
Latin tranflation of the 59th aphorifm, infcrt- 
cd in the preceding edition of Mr. Ford*s 
book| was intelligible in the fame fenfe^ as 
mucoresy and was meant to be underftood pre- 
cifely in the fame fignifi cation. This was 
evident from the reference fairly given to 
Faefius, and Gorraeus, and will appear ftill 
more clearly in the fequel. Neverthelefs to 
avoid cavilling about word$, the ufe of it may 
as well be difcontinued, as the very fame in- 
terpretation may eafily be given, intelligibly 
enough, in a iimple plain way. 

Leaving then all medical confldera- 
tions, and* as much as may be, all medical 
terms, to medical men, I fhall endeavour 
to give, and to fupport, in the fame fcnfe 
as before, an interpretation of the Greek 
original, with equal fidelity, and greater per- 
(picuity ; fubjoining in notes, the authorities, 
and illuflrations on which it is grounded ; and 
the principal reafons that incline me flill td 



254. ] 

ddbere to it, iiotwithftanding the ung 
fidk of its novelty, and the unpiea&nl 
Utions ijfpr^umpiha, and pertinacity* 



' \ 



4 ' • • •• 

Aph • 59. . 'O7co<rqi(riv vtto ia^tollqg Iyoj(^8iMvoi(rj: 

Aph. 60, 'Okoo-oktiv vwo i(r%ia^Of iyo%^HiJi.£yot<n 
yj^o/iYig TO kcryjov B^igdcjffci, THreoiTi r^xija/ to (TTLEhogf j$ 

Hipp. Aph. Sea. VI. 59, 60. , 

I 

Aph. 59. •^ Morbo coxario diut'urho labo- 
** rantibus,femnr* exftat, et retro' iticidit, his 

* To prove that Hippocrates uicd the word ^mr yerjr 
laxly, 1 referred, above fourteen yegrs ago, as I do now, to- 
•* Foefij. Oecon. Hip. /u^ voce;, and to Gorraei Opera, edit. 
Parifij, 1622, p. 275, /uh vocibus^ la^m et tay^tas . HippO« 
crates ufed it, I conceive, in great latitude, and in rarious 
acceptations, not merely as it is ilriflly define*d by Dr« Parr, 
in his excellent di6lionary, to ^g\\\iy " the ligament which re- 
tains the head of the thigh-bone, in the acefabulum coxendicis^*^ 
but alfo to denote femu%, nates^ coxa^ or coxendlx^ i. e. ro 
fignify the thigh, and all parts of it, the bip^thehip-bonCi and 
^he hip- joint. 

In this very 59th aphorifm, it appears to me to Xmt ufed in 
two different fignifications. 1. Uyjwt fignifies the hip-joiHi^ 
and in that fcnfe, it is the nominative to the verb E^ta-firai, 
% i^x^of iignifies the /;//>, and in that fenfe with the additioa^ 
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^^ humores, nimij, pituofi, letxti, albi^ contra 
•* naturam fuperveniunt*." 

** In fuch as labour long under the hip- 
** difeafe the joint ftands out before f, the 

of tjaXtf in tile fenfe of r^tro, ** behind," it is> likewife the no- 
minative to the verb *E^tferitsr7ei and denotes the fulling' in of 
the nates fOt hip behind, one of the characteriftics of the difeate, 
properly reprefented in Mr. Ford's firft engraving, and copied 
faithfully in Mr. Crowther's third plate. See Mr, Crow- 
thcr*s " Pradi<¥il Obfervations on the Difeafe of the Joints, 
commonly called White Swelling, &c." p* 278. *I«7X'<»» '^^ 
the fignification of the hip-joint^ or hip-honcy cannot truly be 
faid to ** fall in behind,** but *(r;^/o» in the fignification of 
nates or hip^ certainly does *' fall in behind >" and to this 
falling in behind, it feems to me, that Hippocrates here aU 
ludes, and if fo, the aphorifm evidently refers to that precife 
«arly period of the complaint, when this falling in of the nates 
or hip behind begins to be obfervable, and charade riftical of 
the hip-difeafe, 

♦ This is prccifcly the definition of the original word 
luf^at given in the very words, both of Faefius and of Gor- 
T^M^fub voce. As Gorracus thinks the Latin word mucus^ or 
mucorf equivalent to /xv|« doubtlefs •* mucores fuperveniunt^* 
would he the moft concife Latin tranflation of this part of the 
69th aphorifm 5 but a^ muci or mucores would fland nearly in 
as much need of explanation as Mf|a in preference to either 
of the Words themselves, the unexccptionaHle definition is 
given warranted ut/upra, See Facfij Oecon. Hipp.* p. 254, as 
quoted by Mr. Crowther in his *' Praftical Obfervations on 
the Difeafe of the Joints, commonly called White Swelling,*' 
pp. 281, 282.- 

f E^/raloM exftaty not excidit, *• flands out,'* not " falls out,*' 
for if Hippocrates had meant to fay exciiit, '* it falls our," it is 
;noft probable he would have ufcd the word iy.zsn:7i\ \\\ di- 
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** hip falls in behind*, in them purulent 
" matter is fupervening/* 

rcdoppofition to {^oitDrlii whkh he afterwards ufes tofigntfy 
*• it falls in/* incidit. 

♦ UmKtf retro, " bckind j" this Greek word, fomctimcs 
fynonimous with «»ia*» as certainly fignifies retro^ rttrtrfum^ 
andf«n/rtf, "bchmd," ** backwards," "on the other fide/' 
and "on the contrary fide/' as it does turfus and iterum 
•' again ** 

Such as have any doubts on this point may be amply fatis- 
fied by confuUing Stiphani Thes, or Confiantmi Lexicon^ or 
Ftefij Oecon. Hipp. /mA voce. I renew here, perhaps needlefslyy 
my former references to the confirming tefiimony of Galen, on 
the authority of R« De Haen, *' Ratio medendi. Sec. ut fupra/* 
p. 85, and to the fubfequent dedfive paflages of AriilophaneS| 
and of Homer. See Arifioph. " Ares,*' 1.- 2, and 1; 648, 
where v»?^v is unqueflionably ufed for ovtav^ retro ** behind^" 
edit. Rich. Franc. Phil. Brunck, 8vo. 1783. 

In the Achamenfes, 1. 11799 o/AXiyo^o* occurs in the 
famefenfe. I lefer likewife to a Scholium in the Bafil edition 
of Arifiophanes, 1547 fol. p: 368, on the firll quoted pailage 
of the " Aves,'' i, % 

Add to all this an eztrad from the ingenious and accurate 
remarks of Lcnnep on the word toa^Jt, *• Ceterum propria 
yis hujus voulae \jaa'kti\ clare (entire poteft ex illo Iliad. Z. 
lin. IS9. 



Toi itrt tsaXn 6<xovof y/oylo. 



ndvlacf yelp xailm(pnf ayJff/Mif BeWtpo^ims, 

li vcro nequaquam retro domum ivcrunt, 
Omnes cnim interfecit eximius Bellerephontes. 

Retro, p. p. retrogado nK}tu (ut verbis utar Hoogeveemj.) 
Adde imprimis Iliafi. a. 360} a. 214 e; : 257, &c. 

Jno. Daniel, A. Lennep " Et^molggicum Lin^uit Gne* 
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Aph. 60*. Morbo coxario diuturniore la- 



c^.** Pars prior. Traj. ad Rhenum, 8vo. cicioccxc. 
. p. 727-8. 

H. A. 380. 

XAf^vof ^ 6 yiftfv mKiv */;^(7o* 
Iratusitaq ; feaex retro abivit. 



Cla&kb, 



H. A. 214. 

" retro curvatl funt acuti hami. 



Clarkb. 



H. B. 257: 

Hos autem non iterum retro. aufereiit veloces equi. 

Clarke. 

* Mv^dMy ** Matter 3'' this generic term is adapted in the 
tranflation as being a plain Englilh word, little liable to objec* 
tion, and applicable to cvtry fpecies of impure fluid, or unna- 
tural iDoifture in the fockets of the jpints, by what name foerer 
medical men judge mod proper to denote it. 

In reliance on Dr. Johnfon, and his authorities from Drs; 
Arbuthnot, Wifeman, and South, in the former edition of this 
work the word /u^furationej Was ufed to fignify *• a gathering 
of matter/* but that the rranflator underftood the word fu/|a 
precifely in the (enfe put upon it by Fselius and Gorraeus, to 
whom I referred the reader then, as I do now, conceivingy^^- 
furatiimes to be to the full as intelligible as mucores, and '* fup* 
paration" to be iequivalent to *' mucous fecretions,'' it was 
nearly as evident then, as it can be made now, to any reader 
net in fuch hafte to cenfure, as not to flop to underhand. 

*' It is really (fays Mr. Crowther) a matter of adoniihmenf 
akat aa appeal (hould have been made to the works of Gorraeus." 

S 
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borantibus, femur exstat, his tabe|bit crns, et 
claudi fiuat uifi ufli fuerint. 

It appears to me ftill more aftoniibing that Mr. Growth^ Ihould 
have turned to the refereQces^ and not have diicovered that 
they were purpofcly appealed to, in order to (hew that the 
tranflator put the very lame meaning on the word Mv^au 
which is given there, and in the propriety of which Mr.Crow- 
tker himfelf acquiefces. 

Mr. Crowther*8 aftonifhment would have abated tm obierv- 
ing that while 1 adapted the fame meaning given by Gor- 
raeusy to which I fairly appealed, I only happened to coniider 
fuppurttti9nes and mucores as fynonimous terras, and put the 
very fame fenfe on the one that he himfelf put upon the other, 
and fo preferred suffuratitmes as being plainer, to muctires^ that 
required definition, as much as the original word itfelf. 

With this flight verbal difference, our agreement upon the 
yihoXt in the Vjpry fame meaning of yM^m being fuffici^ntly 
clear, Mr: Cro\v^h«r'8 long learned differtations onfumura^ 
tions might have been fpared, or fhortened at leaf!:, as being at 
beft a ni^re logomachy, j^nd an unneceflary fight with his own 
iliadow. 

' It might have fully anfwered his purpofe, and been no pre- 
judice to his argument, if Mr. Crowther had juft remarked, 
that though I confideredy»/i/«rii//0ii^i and mucores as'words of 
the fame impojt, or very nearly fo, yet in the mecUcad accepta- 
tions of thefe words, there was a 4'i^rence between them, 
that made the latter in this cafe preferable to the former i and 
that it was evident the tranflator, not being a medical man« was 
not aware of the diilinftion* 

The truth is, that at the time, above fourteen ycare ago, no 
plain Englifli word occurred to my mTnd^ that I thought fo ex- 
predive of the mcaniljgs of /«{«< and Mucores^ as fuppHr^tifnes^ 
and I was, as has been faid, confirmed in adopting it, by what 
1 found in its favour, in Dr. Johnfon's dictionary, and his me- 
dical authorities. 
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** I» firch is labour longer under the hip- 

The Englifti word muck fuggclled itfelf as the only dcri- 
Tatlve from the Greek root, and the neareil ef kin to fit/{a } 
^tis prccifely the very thing in Arabia ; but. it was obviouily 
net admiffible h e re. The jither vanoi*& fignifieations of (Mfm for 
Yarioiis tbey are^ deny it who will, were as little to* my Kkingl' 
Vb^hmarda norths, ** the fnoc of tke noTe/* was not fdif- 
tt^e ; the eHekinium lacern^j '^ the matter about the wick: of 
sft kunp/*' would not do i.i tht» caie ; nor the mu€§r m uJhtMni'^ 
iusj ♦^ fflail flimre/* and even the bed: of ihero, the micus ik 
•* oftreisy oyfter juice/* was not in feafon. 

But ferioiHly, if Mr. Crowther, or his friend, had taken 
the trouble to turn to the word yuufy^ in the Thtfaurus Supha* 
mij or thtLexicdts Conftantini^ HeJerici^ &c, be or wb muft 
really have found various (ignifications of \t, upon authorities 
that it requires other kinds of arguments than a grols denial, or 
an ipfi dixit^ to (et aiide. Who can help fctppofiag that foch 
extreme caution (to adopt Mr. Crowther'sown words) '* muft 
hsre originated in inadvertency, inaceuTacy,or want of due ez* 
mmination. 

But, as I wouM f^in avdid a war of words, I take this oppor- 
tunity of explicitly declaring, that when I ufed, about fourteen 
years £nce> the ww^/uppurathnes inilead of muciy or mucins ^ I 
meant then, as I do now, by the words, ** fuperveening puru- 
lent matter," a gathering of fuch fuperabundant, phlegmatic, 
dtmmy, and unnatural white fluid, Is before defcribed by Fae- 
fius and" Gorraeus, whether 'it be called pus or mucus 9 without 
entering in the leaft into the complex notion of purulent mat- 
ter, ** ill founded as it p9ssibly may heJ** 

Tfrcfc are the words of Mr. Ford, with whom I lived 
snore than thirty yeaks in the habits of intimaidy and friendship* 
He was long eminent and ufefiil as a pra^iical furgeoh^ and I 
tranfcribe from his work what follows marked with inverted 
commas* 

** The neceflity of entering mioutely into the diftiawt pro- 



[ 260 ] 

^* diieafe, the joint ftaiids ont^ ; in them the 
" joint wafles, and they become cripples, if 
^^ not cauterized." 

'^ pcrtiet oipta aa4 mucus f as to aoy great and obvious advan- 
^ tagc m tke prafiice of (\xrgtty, is by no neans evident to my 
^ mind ; cfpecially as a fa^ mod important in pathology, is 
** proved by daily experience, that this fluid, whether termed 
** fui or mucui^ i» capable of being abforbed into the circula* 
^ tion» without any incoavenience to the parts on which it is 
*' depofited, and of leaving; them when the abforptioo has 
'^ taken place, in a flate ilill proper to refume their local 
^* fundtions, Uc. '* See the former edition of Mr^ Ford's ^* Ob- 
fervation^ on the Difeafe of the Hip- Joint, &Cr" pp* 83, 84, 
and %B. 

As I happened to be pretty well acquainted with the book I 
quote from, before it was vifible in print, Mr.Crowther will fee 
that my worthy friend had not left me altogether ignorant that 
medical gentlemen made a diftia£tion between pus and mucus ; 
he will fee, likewife, from the quotations and references above 
mentioned, that although a medical gentleman himfelf, of 
great refpedabillty, he did not think the diftindiou very well 
founded^ ** Thb diftin6Hon (fays Dr. Parr) is difficult, but 
'^ experience will often detedk a difference to which words are 
** inapplicable."^** The nature of pu^sis iBU involved in con* 
** fiderable obfcurity, and we can only offer fomc approaches 
'< to the knowledge of it." Med, Did. sub voce:, fus. 

^ E^tsotrou is here tranflated as in the preceding 59th apho- 
rifm, in this verb's fignification of cxfiare^ << to ffand out,*' and 
not in its fignification of excidcre^ ** to fall out.'' When a 
^ord admits of various acceptations, furcly it may, and furely 
it ought to have that interpretation which beft accords with 
the meaning of tlie author who makes ufe of it. 

It being more familiar to me in my line of life and fludy. 
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If (%s Mr. Crowther, p. 280,) I (peak 
confidently in favour of the former tranfla- 



may I not be indulged in illuflratirig the propriety of this op* 
tional mode of interpretation, not iado(xi £rom fiQppocrates, or 
any daflical Greek writer, but m a flmilar iufbince, ftri^ly rela^^ 
live to a verb of this fame Grecian family, that occurs not 
ieldom in different fignificatlons, in the Greek text of the New 
Teftament. 

Budaeus, a phenix in fcience, and more peculiarly in 
Greek Jiteralure, in his admirable Comment, Ling. Grac. now 
before me, with his own MS« notes, p. 404, ed. Bradij« A: D. 
1529, ftates on the beft authorities, a variety of fenfes in 
iKrliicli *irv/^ Jio^ ** I ibnd,^' and its ervv^f ra, l^rttati deliquiumf 
** a fainting away, or a fWoon," £$<ra/xd(i, &c, has been ufed 
by pure Greek writers. 

This unqueiUonably pre-eminent Greek scholar informs us^ 
that El^pi^u Is ufed in various acceptatipns, and particularly in 
the two following iignifications : 1. It lignlfics ^r^r^, or 
mente alienari, ^* to be mad, or t.o be bedde one's felf. " 2. 
It fignilies d^cere^ or deliqutum pati^ *' to fwoon, or faint 
away. * 

Let us now try to adapt the optional interpretation of this 
verb to thp bed n)£aning of a pailage where it occurs, in 
Mark iii. v. 21. 

Shall we 2t once aJhere to the common old tranilation ? 
** They went out to lay hold on him, [Jefus Chrift] for they 
[his friends] faid, ** He is mad/' /«;//, or, ** He is befide 
himielf,*' mente alienatur. Or (hall we reject, merely on the 
account of its novelty, the following equally fair interpretation 
of Elffn which gives a widely different meaning to this paflage 
of the Evangetiil ? ** They went out to get him into their poT* 
feffioD, for they faid, on E^ep} ** He is quite exhaufted/' deficit^ 
or, ** He fainteth," deiip/ium patitur. The context counte- 
nances and afcertains the propriety of this tranflation of "E^fru 
^* He is faint for want of food." And when his friends or 
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** tions, which havct until the publication of 
^^ Mr. Ford*d bookt been received and con* 
" fidered, with no effential difference, as ex- 
preffing the true meaning of thefe very 
aphorifms, I^m juftified by finding, that 
** Galen, and every commentator on the 
U works of Hippocratesi, are in fupport of my 
^* convifikions, in favor of the oW tiranf* 
•* lations.'' 

Until Mr. Crowthcr (hall have happily 
illuftrated the fenfe, and verified the truth of 
the ** former tranflations/* his merdy fpeaking 
ever fb confidently in their favour, and aflcrt- 
ing,what he could not well know, their gene- 
ral reception, as " exprefUng the true meaning 
of thefe vcryaphorifms,'* that is a petitioprin- 
cipij ; the ij>fum to K^iyoiisvov, but mere ajfTertions 
are not good arguments. The ol^ tranflators, 

kiaihien heard of it,** [of what did they hear ?) the foregoing 
verfc 20, informs U6 ; *' And the muUitude cometh together 
again, fo that i/tey c9uU n$t fo much as eat bread. ** Which» 
then, of thefe two optional interpretations of E|ep» gives the 
iQoft Catisfadtory meaning ? Utram harum mavuhis^ nihil ad me 
attiuet: I am only to judge for my(elf^ and to leave others at 
equal freedom ; their judgments may very prokably be better, 
but neverthelcfs, I mufi follow my own. 
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therefore, arid comiinentators^ evcti if Oalefl 
were at their head, can ill fupport^ and ncvc# 

jufiify Mr ^ Crowther's con virions, itt f^&ai 
ei their tranflations. Let us keep to thcf 
original words of Hippocrates hitnfelf, in a 
confiftent peifuafion^ ^^ that the ifefeaiiitag of 
•• ah author can only be afcertaitied by What 
♦* he himfelf fays on the fubjed/' Jf he bag 
not afcertained his own meaning clearly, there 
is free room for conjeftural interpretation of 
his words, if we give him all reafonable credit, 
due to his charadtei*^ for competent in!forma- 
tioh with refpeft to a fubjeft on which hid 
was writing ejcprefily, in the plenitude of bis 
nodical knowledge, which has acquired hitti 
the honourable title of " Father of Medicine/* 
I fliatt now ftate fairly^ fuch of thd " for- 
niei* tranflations" as I have feen, and fubmit 
them to the confideration and free judgnienc 

, of the' reader. I (hall give the various Latin 
tranflations of thcfe two aphorifins in the very 
words of the trariflatofs themfelves, that if 
there be any inaccuracy in my rendering the 
fenfe of them into English, of which I am 
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not fenfible, it may be difcovered, and rcfti-* 
fiedy by collation with the Latin originals 
fubjoined. Their full import, however dif- 
ferently expreiTedy may hirly be tranflated in 

this manner* 

Aph. Sg. When perfons are diflrefled with 
a lingering difeafe in the hip joint, the thigh 
bone, or the top of it fells out of its proper 
place, and again falls into it ; in them 'mu- 
cous matter is collefting. 

Aphor. 60. In fuch as are vexed with a 
lingering complaint in the hip, the thigh 
bone falls out of the fockct, in them the 
limb, thigh, or leg waftes, and they halt, 
limp, or grow lame, unlefs they are cau- 
terized. 

Aphor. 59. Quibus a diuturno coxendicis 
morbo vexatis, coxa *excidit, et rurflis inci- 
dit his mucus innafcitur. 

Aphor. 60. Quibus a druturno coxendicis 
morbo vexatis, coxa excidit, his crus tabef- 
cit, et claudicant, nifi ufti fuerint. 

Hipp. Aphor. Glafguae. Ann.. 1748 
Janlbnn, Almeloveen. 
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Aph. 59. Quibus longo coxendicum do- 
lore confli£tatis, femoris fummum coxa ex- 

cidit, rurflimque recidit^ iis mucores innaf- 
cuntur. 

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno dolore IfchU- 
dico vexatis, femur cxcidit, iis crus conta- 
beicit, et claudicant niii urantun 

Hipp. Aph. Vorftij Ludg. Batav. . 
Ann. cioiocxxviii. 
Aph. 59.. Quibus ab ifchiade diuturno 
vcxatis, ifchium e proprio loco excidit, at- 
qUe rurfus incidit, iis muci inalcuntur. 

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno ifchiade vex- 
ati$, ifchium excidit, iis crus tabefcit, et 
claudicant nifi uraotur. 

Tranflatio Charterii 
Aph. 59. Quibus longo coxendicum do- 
lore confliflatis, femoris fummum coxa ex* 
cidit, rurfomque recidit, iis mucofa ibidem' 
pituita coUigitur. 

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno dolore ifchia* 
dico vexatis, femoris caput coxa excidit, iis 
femur contabefcit, & claudicant nifi urantur. 

Tranflatio HoUcrii. 



1» 
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Aph* 59. ** Quibus iliutumi^ Coxfendic 
^^doloribus implicitis caput femom excidit 
^^ coxa^ rurfumque recidit, ijs mucus ibi coii- 
** gcritun*' 

Aph. 60. " Si dolor coxarius ftierit diu- 
*^ turiius ac turn his fi femoris caput coxa ex<* 
^^ cidit, his cms extenuatur, et cl^udicant nifi 

** urafltuf/' 

Tranflatio Hearnij, M. D. Lugd, Bat^ 

A. D. CtDI3CXXXVIII. 

The fc^wing English vcrfion of AphuSg, 
is copied verbatim from Mr. CroWthet*8 
book on ^ The Dife^e df the Joints^ cdm- 
•* monfy Cftllcd White Swelling, fee*"* 8VW. 
1808, note, p. J292. 

Aph. 59. ** In whatfoever perfbns affliil- 
" ed with a difeafe 6f the hip -joint of long 
** continuance, the hip-joint ftamfe out (from 
^^ its ufvial fituation) ind falls back again into 
*^ it ; in them mucores, of mu(tou9 fecre- 
*♦ tions, are attendant fjrmptoms.^ 

Dr. Falconer thiirks thefe two aphoriims 
*' have been miftaken by the tmnflators who 
*• have exprefled themfelves as if there was an 
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*^ e&tice diilocation of the head of the bofie, 

*• when the word* Implies no fiiotft than a 

*•* proje^od, which is indeed a partial difloca* 

" tion.'V 

The Do<9x)r has not himfclf given, ftriftljr 
ipeaking^ his own trariflations of the apho* 
rilins, either in Latin or in Englifh. I shall 
give here however, in the Doctor's own 
w<M:dfi, what he feems to have confidered as 
true Eaglifli verfions of them* 

Aph.59. " The meaning of Hippocrates 
-♦* is, I think, clear enotigh, that if the head 
<* of the thigh-bone be At firft confiderably 
•* protruded, or as he exprefles it, * ftands 
^^ out^* and again finks back (fuddenl^ is, I 
" think, implied) into the focket or acetabu- 
^^ lum, it indicates a fuppuratioa to have 
** taken, place. 

" And this I take to be true, provided, as 
** we may reafona|)ly fuppofe, that Hippo-t 
** crates meant, that there be no general 
** amendment or abatement of the fymptoms* 

* £|i5rar«/— cxfiat— fiands out or projefls— literally tranf* ^ 
lated. 
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♦* The membranes, which were at firft thick- 
^^ ened by inflammation, and which thrufl 
'• the head of the bone outwards, being melt' 
** ed down by fuppuration, allow it to fall 
** back again into the focket, from whence 
** it had been pushed by the thickening of 
** the periofteum, or of the lining of the 
** cotyloid cavity." 

Aph. 60. ** The fucceeding apborifin 
" implies no more than that hip-cafes of long 
•• continuance, accompanied with a projeftion 
•' of the bead of the bone, are apt to induce 
♦* lameneis and wafting of the limb, unleis a 
" cautery be ufed." 

Not to travel out of the record, or to ven- 
ture a -fingle ftep into the land of medicine, 
which to me is all & terra incognita^ I would 
have put a full flop at the word place. There 
is even then too much for gny thing deferving 
the name of a fimple tranflation, and too little 
for any thing like a luftiinous paraphrafe. As 
for the medical guefles and gloffes that fol- 
low, by way of commentary, a mere Greek 
fcholar, confined folely to the precife Greek * 
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text, has nothing to do with them. Nejiitor 
ultra crepidam. They iiiay, however, be 
very cldar, and very precious to gentlemen in 
medical departments, and, as from the fugi- 
tive nature of their publication in a pamph- 
let, they may riot even now, or very foon, be 
eafily found, they are all corre6Hy re-published 
here, from pages 40 and 41, of ^' A Difler- 
tation on Ischias, or the Difeafe of theHip- 
" Joint/' 

Whether 'l(r%tag means precifely the difeafe 
of the hip joint, which is the.fubjeft of your 
obferVations ; or whether the two preceding a- 
phorifms are to be coniidered as a ftatement 
by Hippocrates, to fignify that matter is fuper- 
. vening or to notify two leading fymptom J indi- 
cative of a growing or gathering of purulent 
matter likely to enfiie, I do not impertinently 
interpoie any opinion. Thefe are points which 
I leave entirely to the determination of medi- 
cal men. 

It is chiefly concerning the fenfe of the 
firft of the two aphorifms, namely, the 59th 
of the 6th Sedlion, that I cannot help differ- 
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ing from the interpreters, whofe tranflations 
I have not intentionally reprcfcnted either 
unfaithfully, or unfavourably ; and the folio w- 
ingf ^nd (he foregoing notes, and obfervatiana^ 
^m to fupport, and confirm fufficiently, the 
tappfition to which I give.the preference. 

It fbems to be well afcertained that in an 
ea^ly flate of the hip difeafe, the hip bone 
flands out before, or according to the pre- 
ceding tranflations, faithfully quoted,, ftUs 
forward from its fockct* But whether it be 
mlly a certain facjl; that the hip bone ** hH^ 
*^ into its focket again,^ at the fame,, or 
injdeed ai: any fubfequent period of tha difeafe, 
after much fruitlefs enquiry, I am ftill to 
learn ) and fb it feems are fundry very ref- 
pe(^able^ and much refpeflled medical gei^le* 
rueu to whom I have applied for information, 
I have nQJt been fo fortunate as to meet with 
any medical man, who from his own know-> 
ledge has vouched this to be a real fa£t ; ai^ 
QQt one of all the former tranflations that I 

/■ 
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have feea takes notice of any " felling in 

Th^t there certainly i^a *^ falling in of the 

hip behind," is neither denied, nor diiputed* 

Mr. Crowther in his boolc, p«j27B^ admits, 

that ** the falling in of the nates j or hip^ be^ 

*^ hind, is one of the charaderiilics of the hip 

^* difeaie, properly reprefented in Mr. Ford^s 

♦* firft engraving,** and well copied in Mr. 

Crowther*s third plate. 

Now it is to this " falling in of the hip bc^ 

hind/* as I conceive, that Hippocrates alludes 

inhis.59th ^phorifm ; thus truely defignating 

what is admitted by all medical men, to be 

a concomitant Jymptom J or a charaAeriftical 

occurrence in an early ftate of the difeafe, by, 
wliat name Ibever they are pleafed to give it. 

It is not the 'lo-j^y fimply, ** the hip bone 

that £^n,7Ayiz!fJu " falls m'* ^aXiv iterum ** again, 

but the 'liTxioy with the addition of Ts-aXsv in 

the fignification of retro " behind** that bi^wi'ttIh 

"fells in** tncidit. 

# ' • ■ 

Thus. Hippocrates diftinftly points out 
both wlMt falls in, and where the falling in i$. 
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and clearly intimates a peculiar early period 
of the difeafe, viz. when this " falling in of 
the nates, or the hip, behind,** becomes firft 
obfervable, or evident. 

This, in my opinion, muft either be the 
true meaning of the Greek text, or mark 
what muft neceflarily be the confequence of 
tranflating it in any of the former ways above 
mentioned. It is obvious, that according to 
the former interpretations there is nothing in 
the 59th aphorifm, nor indeed in the 60th, 

which is fupplemental to it, which indicates, 
or has the fmallcft reference to the ** falling 
in of the hip behind,** though an early con- 
comitant fymptom and charadteriftical of the 
complaint to which it relates, 

Nowis it likely that a conftant ftriking occur- 
rence in the hip behind, charaderiftical of the 
complaint in queftion, and in an early ftate of 
it, fliould have totally efcaped the notice of fo 
acute, and fo fagacious an obferver as the 
father of medicine feems to have been ? Is it 
probable, or indeed poffible, that if Hippo- 
crates had noticed it, he (hould have made no 



ttcntioln of it, when writing exprcfely on thi 

fiibjiiOtf Ctas eredami 

. . . ^ ' 

Fabricius, I think, has faid, I reCoUeft not 
ilpoh whkt authority, that Hippocrates, when 
he Wrctic his aphorifms, Was an old nian, and 

4 

in the aienith rif liis kriowledge and (kill ; 
I quote from nriemory,but I believe his words 
arc, Hipocrates fenex^ it cognitior, ajphorifmos 
compojuii. 

His 5dth aphorifm miift therefore be tranf- 
lated in the fenfe I have put upon it, and in 
an interpfetation it will very well bear, " for 
•* thd meaning of an author can be only af- 
cerfained by what he himfelf fays on the 
fubjeft/* In all the former tranflations, 
^* with no eilential difference," there is 
rtothing (aid of the " failling in of the hip be- 
*' hind/' either in this, or in the following 
iupplementai aphorifm. His " aphorifms*' 
3[fe the only frtiall part of the works of Jrfip- 
pocratcs of which I know any thing ; and 
with them 1 probably fhould not have been* 
acquainted, but 'that the copy of them now 

t 
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before me, happened to be a new yew's gift 
of a Greek claffic, as appears from the ban4 
writing of the very learned donor, 4?,ted in 
1755, when, more than half a centvcy ago, 
I firft read it con amore, more, I ppnfpi?, fpf 
the fake of the language in which it is writ- 
ten, than for the informatipn ^c^uit^^^ 

If the " former tranflations" in favpiir of 
which Mr. Crowther fpeaks {o confidently, 4^ 
really " exprefs the true meaning nof ^hc 
*' two aphorifros in qyeftion,'* it isundeni^Iy 
evident that Hippocrates was either totally 
ignorant of an early, ar;d a charafteriftjc c^r- 
curpftance of the hip difeafc, ** falling it\ pf the 
*^ nates behind," or if he really Hnew of it, as 
hedoubtlef&did, there is npt thp flight eft: Rien- 
tion of it, in any of the ** former tr^nflfition^ 
*' oj thefe two aphorifms that I have (e?n/* . 

Mr. Crowther, by declaring his cpnyi^tion 
in favour of the interpretations of the old 
tranflators, in which he lays, " th^re is no 
^' eflential difference, and adopting them as 
" expreffing the true meaning of thefe very 
*' aphorifms'* concurs with them in fubjcding 



HippoQf^ites, Itbwk, vciy unjuiHy, to the 
luttfli uPBpjtf AtioRS, both of " iaaccarate pre- 
*^ diftion^ and of deficient information on thi? 

Th\49Jhas he afforded an opportunity to me, 
ocaigr other ignoramois in medicine or furgery, 
who an but tranflate two ihort Sentences of 
Qrtek into Latin, or Englifh, to volunteer 
ttieir ftvrices, to ufe bis own appofite words, 
in the laudable, and honourable office of '^ de-* 
*^ fending Hippocrates agsdnft a charge of 
** profefSonal ignorance, want of fenfe, and 
*^ incapacity of prediftion, which in my mind 
*^ is implied, if it could be fuppofed, that his 
** meaning was in 6t£t, that adopted by Mr. 
*^ Crowther, and the old tranflators/* with 
whom he leagues himfelf. See his book 

p. 380^ and p. 287. 

On the borders of four-fcore, and with my 
cturtafupelleXy I muft reluctantly decline the 
honour of embracing this golden opportunity^ 
and prudently recolledfc the wildon^ of the old 
faying, that " a weak advocate may ipoil a 
*< good caufe,'' feeing too before my eyes, a 
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glaring mftancc of the iititnirient daftger of 
placing myfelf in a truly " aukwafd iitu- 
**atioa/* i . 

Mr. Crowther, in his " Praflical Obferva- 
" vatious, &c.'* furnifticsmewithconfidcriable 
cpnfolation under the misfortune of having 
fuggefted and fupported^ what he conceiMea to 
h^ an erroneous interpretation of the twQ&pho* 
rifms, and amazingly injurious to thecb^jrac- 
ter of their illuftrious author, for whorti I en- 
tertain the higheft veneration, by the follow- 
ing acknowledgment. 

" In juftlce to J. C. it ought to beftated, 
^* that a gentleman, pre-eminently diftin- 
^' guifhed by his profound knowledge of the 
^^ Greek language, would, when I ftated the 

■ 

** queftion, have committed the fame error, 
^* but for my explications, conceiving that 
" mucus or puSy might be uftd indilTerently ; 
" from this circumftance jt may be furely in- 
** ferred, that however eminent a man may 
** be for Greek literature, he is not therefore 
" fufficiently qualified to judge of medical 
*^ fubjedls, unlefs aflifted by other advan- 



'* tages. 
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TJic cppfidcratipptpf this paflagej&jggefts to 
me fome rcnoarks, aad inferences j which lam 
tinwilling entirely to fupprefi, . I will not 
captioufly take occafion here to fuppofe that 
Mn Crowther meant to infinuate, that he 
himi^lf . was ftill profounder than the pre- 
eminent Greek fcholar, whom he, . by his 
■^^ ^j^pli^atioftS'* happily faved from commit- 
ting the iame error which I have committed, 

. by giving ;an innocent explanation of a Greek 
fentence or two, which feems to have offended 
hitn exceedingly. 

I will not do Mr. Crowther the injuftice, 
whiph I iincerely think it would be, to put 
iuch an uniavour^ble conflruftion on his 
words, not intended, I believe, tp convey^ ^tny 
inch mpaning. Put in confideratipn of tb§ir 
beneficial cfFetft on ,a gentleman lb highly, and 
I doubt ndt, fb juftly praifed, and confcquently 

j:0ji<:eiyii)g fhat the explanations muft have 
been very learned, I for one, regret they are 
not more explicitly, ftated, and communicated 
to the public, with a particular account of the 
queftion which he ftated to his friend. 



The Cdiftitttimcatwn of fiwh pb werM 
nations, would have cooie too late to have&ved 
ttie from committiag my error, but it might 
hayc been a warning, and a falvation to twhers, 
and perhaps might have reclaimed me from 
perfifting " pertinacioufly*' in an erroiieous 
courfe. 

But a clearer and an undeniable meaning of 
thepaffage quoted is, that an ignorance of the 
medical diftinftion between pus and mucus ^ Jind 
a fuppofition of their being fynonimous,or very 
nearly f)^nonimous terms, muift conftantly lead 
the beft Greek fcholars to '* commit juft fuch 
an error as I have committed/' and would have 
led the gentleman " pre-eminently diftin- 
gulfhed for his profound knowledge in the 
Greek language** to have given the fame, or 
limilar tranflations of thefe two ftiort aphorifins 
but for Mr. Crowther*s explanations, which 
proved dLfalvo in his cafe, though they failed in 
mine. 

I am very unwilling to advert again to this 
momentous diftinftion betweea/>z^5 zndmucus. 
But as the original date of the aphorifms, and 
fheoriginaldateofthYslm^ottautdiftinftion,arc 
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fer, \^e»y fltf froth being fynchf ottous, I am to- 
tally at i IcJfsto conceive how Greek fcholafs, 
if they were even phyficians, or praftical fur- 
geotls^ could help committing the fame error 
thit I have committed, and that Mr. Crow- 
therms friend was in fuch imminent hazard of 
Committing, during the long, very long inter- 
val of tittle that elapfed from the publication 
6f <hc aphorifin^, before the diftinftion be- 
ttreeri/^wi and thueus entered into any medical 

■ I am touch inclined to believe that they 
tauft have interpiieted thftm in much the fame 
fenfe in Which I have tranflated them, and in 
which MnCrowther's friend would have better 
tranflJit^ them, but for Mr. Crowther*s ex- 
pkmiitiamf i. e. is I conceive^ by a fatisfac- 
. tory ftatcment of 2i modert diftinftion be- 
tween puszndmucris^ ** ill founded as it poffi- 
** bly may be,'* of which his friend*s profound 
flail in theGreek language could give him no 
coliceptfon, attd of which, as its origination 
was ib long poftdrior to his time, Hippocrates 
hftnfelf mtuft have been utt erly ignorant* 
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The Greek quotation frorp fome part . of 
Hippocrates* works, given in Mr. Crpwther% 
book, p. 293, and referriijg to I know 
pot what edition of Hippocr^ttes, p. 41 If 
proves very clearly, that he denoted both the 
laudable, and the impure fluid in the fockets of 
joints, by the fame common name of M^^^ • 
fo that he pertain Jy knew nothing of this 
diftin£tion between pus ai)d mucus ^ from 
whiph wp may furely infer, th^t the know- 
ledge, and even the bejief of this diftinc- 
tion's being well founded, cannot be iinjdif^ 
peniibly neceffary fo. the juft unjderftanfling, 
or to the right interpretiticrti of his two 
aphorifms in queftion, ' 

It is certainly very true, as Mr. Crow- 
ther ha3 difcpvered, that " no man, howr 
*' ever eminent he may be for Greek 
*' literaturp, is therefore fufficiently quali- 
*' iied to judge of medical fybjeds, unlefs 
' ' affifted by other advantages." He may like 
wife in time be moreover convinced, that 
no phyfician, or practical ' furgeon, however 
Ikilled he may be ia his profeffipn, is therefore 



qualified, ^Ojjji^^e of points ojf.<^eek lit^ty^tt^ 
** ui4efs:^fted by othjer advantageSt'V WcKil4 
Mr. Crowther have it believed, thatvi^i? 
learned i^^^^ l^fhp could tr^nflatc the G^ck 
jt^xt, of [Hippocrates into Latin or , Engl^^h 
ojpp^ ^^Xf^ad apertujram librU or that I, wlio 
can ipajfie a fl^ifjt, wi>:h fjic help of Lexicons, 
^Ufl Ipng ,pqnijg,oyer ;a preek fentence or t\yo 
of that. author, to undprftand and tp tranflate 
^hem, CQj^d;, pither gf us, be. fo abfiird, as to 
iipagi/rie w^ were therefore qualified to judgf 
pf medical fubje<9:s which we knew nothing 
about ? l^on omnia pojfumus omnes. 

/Tis readily admitted, that a phyfician, or 
even a praftical furgeon, poflTeffed of an ac- 
quaintance with their original language, and 
^qual critical Ikill, is more likely to elicit the 
true meaning of Hippocrates* aphorifms, than 
jcven an eminent Greek icholar, quite a novice 
in all niedical fcience. But what then ? Must 
it not ftill be acknowledged, that it is only, 
and ultimately by an acquaintance with the 
original language in which they are recorded. 
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ihAt thdr ifieanio^ cah be a£Mtt^fled, and 
not hy any jEkill whatfoevdr tkhet in pbyfit, 
or in fiirgefy ? 

If cafes fhmild ildW and then fiapjieii, that 
traAflations from the :dhcient Gi'eek phyficiiaii* 
arc at -vanance with the do^tritifcs antl ttidotitt 

• . . • » 

trf txtodcrn mcidical rtieil, and tJisit tfeiey can- 
not anyhow be bfottght to tiUy wtih e&th. 
oeher, is it not full as likely that the nsedical 
theories may be unfounded, as that the literaiy* 
f tsiildatiofts may be unfiiir ? The Oreek 
^stVing' n6w become a dead language, the 
words of it remain xinatltcred, and unaltcrabfe, 
while the fafliions^ of mecficine and phyfic are 
changing, and thangdable continually, 

Malta me movitli ut ita creddm^ jttrey m 
injuria judicet kctor. • ^ 

Does not Mr. Crowther, in pp. 276, 277, 
(eenl to appropriate to himfelf peculiarly, an 
opinion, of which no perfon, who can read 
the original, is ever likely to contf overt the 
propriety ? Who ever doubted about the 
60th aphorifm being a fupplement to the 
59th ? He thinks " that if Mr.Ford or I had 
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'f*:6a regjardeA them, we Could not h&yejKj^ty 
** adopted'bur tradflationsof them/' ' I verily 
believethiat Mr;Ford admitted this obvioud.aiid 
'proper arfft rtgement of the aphoristois ; fcut I 
certaitily ktii^w Idid fo arrange them more than 
^Ififty yfear^ igo ; i>everthetefs we adopted the 
tranflations, to which, on re-confideration, I 
ftill adhere j fo that Mr: Crowther, if he never 
noticed it before, may now fee that impojfibi''^ 
Uties fonwtimes happen. 

On the whole, I am at an utter lofs to find 
out 6n what Mr. Crowther fdunds his truft, 
*' that heiiad shewn the impropriety of adopt- 
^* ing either Mr. Ford's, or his friend's tranfla- 
^* tiotts, [and what is ftill more wonderful] 
** from the authorities which they themfelves 
-^* have produced." PraBical Obfervatiom, 
p. 285. 

KhonJd be much obliged to any person who 
would point out to me in Mr.Crowther's book, 
a fingle tittle where he has fhewn this impro- 
priety irf any degree, or upon any authorities 
whatfoeier,of our having adopted trahflations, 
that remlain ftill unafifwered, and which 
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nowf by revifal, and a ftri^ler adherence to the 
original text, are rendered iefs liable to mifre- 
preientation ; ahd I can fHll more than before 
venture to aifinn» ^*tbat there i8:H0t a fingle 
** word in the original text of anyartipttrbwce, 
** which I have.knowinglywarpjcdi violated, 

"or tranflated fn^Q p€riculo/\ : 

An hcecjint cQUkgrua^ et confentaiua, kBoris^ 
erit judicium, Sed his diufius immorari^ alte-^ 
rius ejiy et otijj et operce y quarfh quft nq/trfi 

According to this tranljation, which I cpn- 
cciye to be well fupported, the doftriiiie of 
Mr. Ford's bpok, appears to me tp: be the 
doftrine of the father of medicine ; and the 
fcnfe and purport of, the 59th aph- feflion VI. 
juft amounts to this, '\ In a long hip- 
*' difeafe, the hip-joint ftands out forwards, 
V* the hip falls in behind, and purulent. rp^tter 
" fupervenes." 

Hippocrates,a fagacious indefatfigable obfer- 

, ver, either firft made this difcovcry, or he w^s 

inftruiSl:^ in it by Dernpfrituj, from whpm it 

; is ft^d, he acquired ipx}q]i ififormation, and he 



has recorded It for the blrnefit of mankind, With 
the phMofophical preeifioh of a fcholar , and 
tlie elegant feiiibity of a^^htieman; 
' - After \i4iat hasbefen faid of the 59th aphdr- 
ifm, It ie'kns unneceflary to add any thing to 
what has been ftated of the 60th, in the text, 
and riotts,' pages 67, &c.- - 

This appfendix, with the notes, was cOlil- 
municated to Mr. Ford, in Writing, at difFe* 
rent times, in the year 1794; January 30rii, 
in the ye^r 1808, March 1 ; and to his ne- 
phew, April 10, 1810, by afincere friend to 

• • • • - 

the Author, and a real well-wisher to the 
Editor. 



Si quid novisti rectius istis 



Candide impertias, si non his utcre mecum. 



J.c 



More than ten years after the firft publi- 
cation of this work, A.D. 1805, a pamphlet 
of fifty-five pages appeared, to which the. 
note in page 75th of this edition has a refer- 
ence. It was written by William Falconer, 



MwD. F.R^. Phyfrcian to^ tbp Bath Genera 
H«^p}(9l. It is ^qtitled a " PiHerUtion oi^ 

** IscHiAs; or th« Dife^fe of tl>^ Hip- Joiiit^ 
*.* conmionly called a Hip Ca$p ^ ^ on tke 
** ufe of the Bath , Waters^ as a Ej&me^py. is. 
** this Coraplaiat/' 

From the penult lesif pf this pat^pblet, 
p9ge 53, 1 extract what foUow^^ aiarked' with 
invwtea commas- 

*^ Mr.Edward Ford, Surgeon to the Weft- 
^^ minfter General Dispeoi^ry^ publifhed, 
** A.D. 1794, a work, cntitufed, * Obferva-.^ 
** tions on the Difeafe of the Hip- Joint, &c." 

** This gentleman has given a good de- 
" fcription of the difeafe, and has added feve- 
" ral ufeful plates, particularly thefirft, which 
*^ ihews the ftate of the mufcles covering 
" the nates, and thofe immediately below 
" them, which afford fbnie of the earlieft 
** and deciiive figns of^ the prefence of the 
" difeafe/* 

** His indications of cure appear to me to 
♦^be proper and judicious. I am, however, 
'' inclined to think that he places too much 
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4. 

f^ depenjbncc on the benefit to be derived 
^^ from iSw9f i9d too little on the oSk€ii of 
*^ th© warm bath?' J 

^^ Had i he ! confidered Dr. Charlton's ro^ 
*^ port of )5b9 proportion of thofc bchijfitftd by 
the warnj bath, he would probsWv )»y9 
r?inteed it higher in his ?ftimatiQn/' « 
The ]P4i<pr feels it hi? duty here to expUia 

a Uttl? ()^ ' tho congluding paragraph of this 
exJra^^t, {o likely to lea4 fuch as are unac- 
quainted with Mr. Ford's book, to think that 
h? had ^ther peglei^ed to fpeak of Dr. ChJW'l- 
ton's ^* Treatife,"&c, or that he had fppken of 
it ixtconjiderately, I well know that Mr. 
Ford was very careful not to overlook any 
thing then in print, that had the leaft bearing 
on the fubjeft of his work, and could be got 
here, Whatever be difcovered relative to it, 
was fure to be weighed with attention, ex* 
amined with care, and mentioned with 
candour. 

It was never his way to appropriate to 
hinofelf a tittle of what he knew to belong to 
another, to borrow without acknowledge- 
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tattit^ of to treat any publication, or its 
;iuthof , otherwife than with generous juftice. 
Thofe who knew him \i^ill readily concur 
in this teflimoHy j and thofe who knew him 
not, need but turn to the Snd fection of his^ 

1 • • ■ • 

book, whefe, particularly from jlage 44 to 

, , ... • • , . 

page 49, inclufive, they will find ample and 
fatisfa€tory evidence, that Mr^ Ford had well 
confideted Dr. Charlton's report, dn which it 
now becoihes requifite to remark, is undue 
Arefs feems to be laid upon it. 

* 

In the firft place, It is admitted by Dr. Fal- 
Coner, that the Bath waters are Cofifeffedly 
prejudicial in every fituation' accompanied 
with hedic feVer; aiid in the next place^ 
what Mr. Crowther affirms iii his book, page 
1,2,5, 7, ^nd 258 merits confideratiou J 
" Children are peculiarly fubjedtto the difeafe 
*^ in quefticn, and no cafe has hitherto occur- 
" red to me in which the patient was not of 
" 2iJirumous\i?hit. AfFeftions of this articu- 
*' lation, (the hip-joint) produced by accident, 
" may not all be of z Jcrophulous nature, but 
*^ the majority of fuch cafes is undoubtedly of 
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^^ that defcription/* Cotifequehtly by keSi*- 
caljymptoms^ and Jirumom and fctopkahas 
taints^ much tire majbrity of patients lalxMar-- 
ing under the hip difeafe, 6an derive no foft 
of benefit from the remedy rccbramended fot 
this affli£)ion by Dr, Falconer, for tbi good 
efiFcds of the Bath waters oir Icrophulous com- 
plaints, is not by any means generally acknow-^ 
ledged ; though the Doftor mentions one con* 
fequencc attending the ufe of them, which is 
really miraculous, if future obfervation fhouM 
confirm it*. 
*^ The firft good efFeds of bathing in the hot 
bath (at Bath) are to abate the ftiffiieis and 
pain of the joint, and to afford a greater 
^* latitude and extent of motion. This is c^ten 
*' perceived after ufing it three or four times# 
** As the efleds of the remedy proceed, the 
'* forenefe and fwelling diminifli, the nofliur- 
*^ nal pain, which is often very diftrefling,abate^, 
^' the power of fupporting the body on the 
** lower limbs, on the aiFefted fide, increafes, 

* Sec his pamphlet, entitled " A Diifcrtation on Ifckias," 

IfiC. pages 23,23. 

U 
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*' the legs, whether Jhor^er or longer, ap* 
" proach towards their proper dimenfions, 
** and the mufcles, that were let down and 
** wailed, regain their natural fhape, firmnefs 
*' and plumpnefe !" 

Asthe doctor has excepted all per fons diftreffed 
with this grievous complaint from the benefit 
of the REMEDY he recommends, if they have 
heftical fymptoms, in which cafe it is "con- 
^'Teffedly prejudicial;'* he has taken no notice, 
in enumerating the caufes of the difeafe,of the 
moftufualycropAw/(9W5 nature of it,atthoughMr. 
Crowthelr properly maintains that the majority 
of the cafes of the hip-dileafe are undoubtedly 
t)f th?it defcription. 

ri The moft numerous clals of fufFercrs froni 
jthis complaint would therefore, even at ati 
early ftage of the difeafe, undergo the trouble 
and expence of repairing to Bath in vain j as 
JDr. Falconer, if he difcovered that they were 

either Ae<Sicfl/ory£:r(?p/m/(?t/^,with equal earneft* 
nefs would recommend thero not to make any 

.trial of this remedy, " confcffedly prcjudi- 
cialin their cafes," as it would "feryc only 
to aggravate their mifcry,and haften their dif- 
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foluition/* and multiply the deaths from the 
dlfcafc at Bath, to the difadvantage of Its 
reports. 

It seems that a trial of the Bath waters is 
moreover inadmiffable, if matter has been 

formed; or if it be forming soon after their 
arrival at Bath. *' Thefe, therefore, fays the 

^^ Dofl:6r (hould be ftruck out of the account, 

§ m f 

*'^ as proving nothing either of the efficacy or 
^* inefficacy of the waters. Tlie greateft part 
of them (why did he not lay all of them) 
ought hot (he fays) to have been feiit hither 
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at all. 



ft 



Let it be obferved, that this quotation from 
Dr. Falconer^s pamphlet, is not introduced 
here fo much to prove, or to diiprov>e the pro- 
priety of fending at an early period, this very 
numerous clafs of heSiical ^nAjcrophuhus fuf- 
ferers from the hip-difeafe to Bath, as to ac- 
count for the fevv inftances of deaths from this 
complaint ftated in the Bath reports, on which 
fallacious argument an undue ftrefs is laid 
in proof of the Bath waters being a remedy 
for the hip-difeafe, of which fo many dare 
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not make trial, but at the certain rifle of ** ag- 
** gravating their mifcry, or haftening their 
" difolution.** 

■r % 

The following quotations from, and refer- 
ences to the fame publication^ j^ftify >yhat has 
been faid. and ferve to evince, not indeed that 
the Bath reports are either . not fair, or not 

authentic, but that Do^or Falconer holds 

. • . . 1 • • • • . 

them in higher eftimation, and 4raws ^ 
concl^fion from them in aid of his favourite 
remedy, that th? due coniideration of their 
nature .and efficacy by no means warrants. 

*** ♦As Bath- waters are confefTedly prejudicial 
** in every fituation accompanied with he£tic 
^* fever, vyeipldom witnefs the laft ftage of thi? 
** difeaf^ ; fuch perfons being ufuallyfcnt home 
** as incapable of recovering benefit from this 
^^ remedy. Sometimes indeed we have been 
*^ neceffitated to retain fuch diftreffed objeds, 
^ .uptil the tern^ir^ation of their mifcries" &c. 
Again — ** It happen^ iadee;4 fbmetimes 
*^ either from thedifcafc being too far advan9- 
*' ed before the patients are fent, or from 

♦ Itidem^ pagts 9, 10, 27, 2% Z%, and 33. 
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** thfc tendefacy of the conftitution to he^ic 
*^ fever, that foppuration will come on in 
*' ^ite of our efforts to prevent it, SticK 
" cafes being no longer fit fubjefls for a triat 
^ of the waters, are generally (cnt home, &c. 
** If weather, diftanCe, or the violence of the 
•^ difeafe, will not admit of their removal, 
*• they remain at the hefpital, to pay the laft 

'^ debt to nature, fee."* 

Dr. Falconer, in the fame publication, page 
52, has inferted the following note : ' 

** l>t. Charlton fays, that Dr. Oliver juftly 

^ remarks, that when the cafe is recent, and 

* the patient young, our waters (the Bath 

* waters) frequently effefl: a cure. To which 
' he adds, that when the difeafe has been of 

* long ftanding, they feldom do much fer- 

* vice ; and if the, parts are much inflamed, 

* but particularly if matter is formed, the ufe 
^ of them is highly injurious. Recent cafes 
^ in all difeaies admit mofl eafily of relief, but 

* in the prefent,we need not defpair from the 

* long continuance only of the difeafe, pro- 
' vided it has not advanced to the flate of 
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" fuppuration and hcSic fever. It is not die 
** long continuance only of the difeafc, but 
** the advanced ftage of it, that renders the 
•* waters improper." 

Dr. Falconer, in his 33d page, fays the re- 
gifter of the Bath hofpital is a mofl accurate 
and authentic medical record, and from his 
very competent knowledge of it, and his own 
very refpeftable chara6ier, there can be no 
doubt of its being as accurate and authentic 
as he flates it to be. 

But taking into the confideration the very 
many cafes in which the Bath waters are ac- 
knowledged to be not only ufelefs, but even 
injurious and prejudicial ; andalfothe great care 
taken at Bath to prevent any perfons from dy- 
ing there of the hip difeafe, evinced by the 
preceding extrafts, and references, it is very 
eafy to account for the comparatively few 
deaths of this nature regiftered in their re- 

> 

cords. It might well have been expedled 
that fuch few deaths fhould have been flill 
fewer ; and on the whole of the argument, 
the calculations from their tables, inftead of 



[ 295 ] 

being in favour of the efficacy of the Bath 
waters in hip difeafes, leem rather to prove 
their inefRcacy with refpcft to the preferva- 
tion of life in fuch cafes. 

From what has been faid, I conclude that 
Dr. Falconer has laid more ftrefs on Dr. 
Charlton's report than it can fairly bear ; and 
that Mr. Ford confidered it well, and ranked 
it properly in his eftimation. He has faid 
juft as much, and juft as little^br and again/i 
the " Ufe of the Bath- waters as a Remedy in 
** the Complaint of the Hip Joint," as his 
judicious obfervation in a long and extenfivc 
practice warranted him to ^y, and no more 
in either way, pro or con. He could likewife 
have faid, with perfefl: veracity, that he had 
no temptation to warp his judgment either 
for, or againft the efHcacy of warm bathing. 

. E. 
FINIS. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES. 



Platb L See SeQion L page 14. 

X HIS figure is intended to fhew the etonga^^ 
tion of the limb^ its general emaciated appear-, 
ance, the flatnefs of the nates on the difeafed 
£de^ Avith other circumilances attending die 

early periods of the difeafe of the hip joint* 

Plate II. 

This figure reprefents the limb fhortcned, and- 
anchylofed^ the patient having undergone re- 
peated fuppurations from a caries in the hip 
joint; this and the pieceding figures were 
taken by Mr. Birnie ; the firft, fi-om a patient, 

wl» is now affli<aed with the fymptoms of dif- 
eafe in the hip joint in its- early ftate, antece- 

dmt to an external fuppuration and the (hort- 

^ning of the limb; the other from the Cafe 

defcribed, p. 169. 
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Plate III. 

• The carious bones rcprcfented in this platc^ 
were taken from the patient^ whofe cafe is re- 
hicd in the firft Sedion^ p. '24. 

Fig. L a. Shews a probe paffed into a fmall 
hole, occafioned by caries of the cotyloid ca- 
vity. 

Fig II. B. fhews the probe paflcd through 
the cotyloid cavity, to the external fide of the 
OS. innominatum, where a caries had taken 
place more confiderable, than that in the aceta- 
bulum coxendicis. 

Plate IV. 

Rcprefents the anchylofis of the hip joint, 
referred to in Seft. V. p. 1 64. 

A. The fpine of the OS ilium. 

B. The head of the thigh bone, anchylofed 
in the cotyloid cavity. 

i 

C. The trochanter major. 

D. Portions of difeafed bone, whiqh had 
united to the thigh bone, and ruUimely pro- 
duced no inconvenience to the patient, as. he 
had for a long time, pre-vious to his death, re- , 
covered from the complaint in the hip joint. 
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E. The ifcHion and o$ pubis, both of which 
fliew evident marks of having fuiFcred great 
difeafe.^ , 

. Plate V, See pag. i68. 

Fig. I. A. She^s the head and neck of the 
thigh bone, almoft deftroyed by caries, the re- 
mainder of the thigh bone, being free from* 
difeafe. y 

Fig. II. a. Shews the cotyloidav ityen-' 
tirely obliterated. 

B. The cotyloid cavity, the oppolite fide 
in a found and healthy^ ftate. 

C. The OS facrum incurvated in fuch a man- 
ner, as to produce a contraction of the fupe- 
riour aperture of the pelvis. 

D. The OS pubis, and ifchion, Ihewing evi-^ 
dent marks of having been fubjeded to caries. 

Plate VI. See Case XVI. pag. i8i. 

FiG.k A. The head of the thighbone carious; 
it appears rough, (hooting out intofmall points 
which might in procefs of time have united 
with the new bone formed in the cotyloid 
cavity, aud finally produced an anchylofis, if 
the progrefs of the difeafe had been favourable. 
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Fig n.' A. Spine of the os ilium difcaied. 

4 

B. The cotyloid cavity^ entirely deftroyed. 

C. A mafs of new bony matter formed i!% 
the cavity, which^ like the callus of a fnuflured ^ 
bone^ would in the courfe of time^ have pro->j 
bably filled up the fpace^ formerly occupied 
by the head of the thigh bone, and might vdff. 
timately have coalefced with it. ..^ . 

D Various portions of the os innominatuaik 
aficdlcd with caries^ ! ^ 

Plate VII. 

Is intended to (hew a caries of the joint of 
the \vri!T, che bones united by anchyloiis : the- 
difeafc is rcprcfentcd in two figures, in order, 
to demcaltraie a complete union of the cariouf 
joint. 

Plate Vm. 

Shews the carious fpine, more particularly 
defcribcd in Scd. VI. p. 241* 

■ 

A. CarioiiS vertebne, either completely or 
partially united by anchyloiis. 

B. Carious vertebrae, difunited from etch? 
other, but evidently (hewing a tendency to- 
wards a coalcicence of furfaces. 

C Intervertebral fubftance riot afFc<5lcd by 
the difcafe. 
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